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Israel rapped
FOREIGN ministers of the

to Iraq's sovereignty and its
sohdmlywnhl:helmq:peo-
ple. The ministers called for |
the UN Security. Councll to
suspmdmsancuonsagamst
Libya and for the imter-
national community o help
halthnmannghlsv:olanons i
in Kosovo.

Strong backing
THE UN General Assembly
strongly backed a resolution
reiterarmg 8 November de-
cision calling for a fall
meeting of the parties to the
1949 Geneva Convention
that bans the vswping of
land by an occupying pow-
er, a provision that would
I;.:lb Israeli ﬁemmt

non-
bmdmdmgg ‘tg’ pd EU-
backed resolution. was

mﬂglm E

and three — US, Israel and {.

Bill Richardson criticised |
the resolutién for ignoring a
Swiss compromise wmder
which Palestinian and Israe-
li experts conld discuss the
issues under the auspices of
the International Commiitee
of the Red Cross. '

INSIDE

Amin
Hewedy:

Out of the
baitiefield, into
the battle - . 9.

. photo: Yves Paris
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A lease of life for Fatimid Cairo

THE RICHLY adomed tomb chamber of the Mausoleum of
Kalaoun.leﬂ.nsoueofthemostcelebramdbnddmgsuf&-
dmid Cairo, the
the highest level. President Hosni Mubarak met twice in less
than 2 week with a minisierial group charged with the restora-
tion of Fatimid Cairo, A1 the second
bamkandthegoupdmdedmbmldamo-waymmom tun-
nel below Al-Azhar Street to relieve traffic congestion in the

area.

The tunnel, according 16 Transport Minister Suleiman Met-
walli, will serve as an alternative to Al-Azhar Bridge. con-
necting Salah Salem Street with Atlaba and Opera squares. The
ﬁ:s!phascmllbemmpletedmoneym.mcsecondayearlm-
u'hnaf?:r ;hlch ‘llheca;"hridge I:;ned be removed. The preservation
P! of Fatirni is on an 11<!
pared by the UN Developmen P piy il
Council of Antiquities [SCA] which recommends massive res-
toration of
Zewaila in an attempt to revive their “Islamic setting.™

"*The urgency of the situation and the greai value anached by
Egypt and the international community to Fatimid Cairo re-
quired the anention of the highest level of government to in-
itiate and sustain a sound policy of restoration,” Culture Min-
ister Farouk Hosni told Omayma Abdel-Latif, adding tha
this decisive move by the political leadership will encourage
the world compnmity to participate technically and financially
on 2 large scale.

Accordimg to Gaballah Al Gaballah, SCA secretary-general,
the report is the only comprehensive in-depth study on the
area’s restoration. Gaballah, who participated io the high-level
meetings, said the report was presented, along with other docu-
ments ang an atlas of statistics, Lo the president to be con-
sidered for immediate action 10 preserve Cairo's Islamic her-

ation of which has aroused imerest at

on Tuesday, Mu-

t Programme and the Supreme
and strez1s from Bab El-Fetouh 10 Bab

{see p 14)

‘Double the pressure’

Netanyahu refuses any European role in peace- making after snubbing British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook
L« ____________________________________ ____________ - ]

Anndascrmnoﬂmehbmd:poﬁoamdmﬂetaswni-
ing rainstorm, British Foreign Secretery Robin Cook on
Taesday made good his promise to visit Jebel Abo-
Ghnedm, an angry showdown with Biryamim
Nwmyahu.whomssndﬂmkadwouldgoahﬁdm
Jthe constraction of thousands of homes on contested tand
‘mEast Jerusalem.
Intheaﬁmad:ofcook’smt.NmyahummaHeda
planned dinner o protest his meeting with a Palestinian
official at Jebe) Abo-Ghpeim, site of the disputed Har

the traditional

] "Ihemof]auaalﬂmsamdmlunmoureyesand
it ingposant for s to inform any-guest in Jerusalem and

mwbwmwmﬁhmmtcpmgmm

Emd:ssovwgnm]m[emandmﬂmmso. a

g:m-ﬁcedNeunyabnmldrepms.

“This government is the one that decided 1o go > forward
w:mmebtﬁlcﬁngomeHmAndHaermwmbc
built. These will be thonsands of homes in Har Homa.™

The storm and -general chaos surounding the foreign
secretary made a fitting image for the current state of the
OslopencepmwssandﬁmpeanUmon[EU]eﬂ'mto
reviveiL

Avoiding comnter-demonstrations by  Ksrael’s * anti-
setlement Peace. Now and Women I
Green movements; Cock drove to an unschednled loca-
tion at the foot of the mountain. There — heynmed around
byhaﬂpoﬁceandvnmﬂyabusedbythe“’mm

Legless
in Alex._

Hunnhousmgp:omAmmwsconfmmmandevm‘
handshake were called off.

Green pritesters — he met with Palestinian Lagislative
Couna']m:nba'forBahldnn,SalahTmn.ltwasa
gesture of solidarity the Palestinian clearly
“The fact that Mr Cook did not back down in the face of
Israeli pressare shows that he is & cotxageons man,” said
Tamari. “Tn coming to [Jebel Abu-Ghneim], he put his
finger on: the main issue in the conflict between us and Is-
rael — which s the isspe of land confiscation and settle-
ments.”

Netanyahu's tough stance comes at a time when both
the Unpited States and Europe are expecied to press in-
manvesfmfbxmhngthedendlodc.Co&smd'nmday

. tiat the Enropean and American positiots that Ismeli set-
expansion mitst stop were “absolutely identical "

tlement
Butaﬁa-angnly the Earopean mitizive to end
thesmlemaiemmll:smthihel’almzns Tsrael sought
yesterday 1o prevent the United States from going public
with its ideas for reviving Middle East 8.
Netanyahu sent two senior envoys to Washingion to
omvaytbemmgetha:apubhcpushbymeUStofm
s from Israel would not work, Israel radio and

tdr.ﬁsion:q:uned.'!‘heemoys. ’s diplomatic
adviser Uzi Arad and Trade spd Indusiry Minister Nathan
Sharansky left Tuesday for Washington.

mmmm’smumquwkappwed

tobeas:gmlmWaslmgtmdmhevnﬂmtbepmsmed
into making concessions. .

'I'heEmopmplan.mdomedatanmfomalmemgof

'BEU foreign ministers on Sonday, stresses that both sides

A flock of French journalists flew in to the Qait

Bey Fort last week in the hope of seeing an old
man reunited with his legs — but in vain. Hala
‘Halim was on hand to pick up the pieces

must honour signed agreemenis between them and that
lhePalasumanAumOmy[PA]mus:makca“lmpm-m
effort on [Isrel’s] security.” Bumspec:ﬁmllymllson
Israc] wo make “substantial, credible and urgem™ re-
deployments in the West Bank and o “halt all expansion
of settlements™ in the Occupied Territories, inchiding
East Jerusalem.

After causing the diplomatic fracas in Israel, Cook,
whose country holds the of the EU,
amvedmnmyes!adayandwasgmewdbyaﬂs
far a strong European role m Meanwhile

adviser David Bar-Ilfap was

Ne.lanyahu announcing
-that Clook’s “provocative™ actions in Jerusalem had dis-
' mediator.

the EU as a Middle East

Cook had begun his Middle East tour in Cairo by meet-
ing with President Hosni Mubarak and Foreign Minister
Anmr Moussa on Monday. The Europemn plan was praised
by Moussa as reflecting “a clarity of perspective to a great
extent” on the disputed issues.

Azmi Bishara, an Arab-Israeli member of the Knesset,
who met with Moussa on Tuesday, said Netanyahu is not
interested in any European infriative. “The European ide-
as include a freeze on sertlements which is against the
very raison d'étre of this government. It will not freeze
sextiements, but will continne to build,” Bishara said.

The United States, for its part, has been talking aboat
ideas for breaking the stalemate with both parties for the
past few months on an informal basis.

Palestinian Minister of Planning Nabil Shaath said in

Gaza that the American proposals were expected to be
handed over to Israel and the Palestinians before 23
March, when President Bill Clinton is scheduled 1o begin
an African tour. Bm Shaath quickly added that there isa
possibility that the Americans, fearing Isracli protests,
Ray not present their

“The Israelis are doing their best not to let the Amer-
icans present their mitistive,” Shaath told a visiting group
of Camo-based foreign comrespondents. “They prefer to
seetheAmmmsasdedlmtedallmsandnmasmnd:-
arors.”

Bat Cook saw matters differently. “We do believe that
we are more likely to get a positive response from Mr Ne-
tanyahu if he is aware that the United States and Furope
speak together; double the pressure,” he said.

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, after meeting with
Cook in Gaza on Toesday, said he was confident that Ne-
lanyahu would eventually give in to intemational pres-

sure.

Arafat affirmed his pledge to declare an i
Palestinian state by Jarwary 1999, despite Israeli objec-
tions. “Definitely, this will happen. That is the end of the
nterim agreement we signed with Israel and the last
phase of Oslo,” Arafat told the visiting foreign cor-
respondents. {secp.4)

Dina Ezzatin Cairo,
Khaled Dawoud in Gaza,
Graham Usherin Jorusalem

Khamasin sandsmnns and wild waters
last week to a submarine search

i g:moﬂ'mlmlegs The granite

n of a male calossus
ot Jo depist ons of the Piotemics
are submerged in the waters behind Qait
BeyFon.smeofthePhuosbghﬂmuse.
Otber portions of ‘the colossus have

* been brooght up in the course of the

French-Egyptian éxcavation, headed by
me.'lean—YvesEnpﬂemoftbeCh'c
d’Etudes ' Alexandrines (CEA), which
smdmlg%mmmmpe
to locate the legs is an exhibition to be
held at the Petit Palais in Paris in May,
where the statoe is schedvled to be pre-

semedmasmofmmcaleomple- i

tion.
'I‘hceolosmststhoughtmhnvebeen

toppledbyoneofiheof'

‘that undid the ancient

the site in 1995, “we actnslly had to
slide it out-from undemeath some coa-

_eete  blocks,”

explaips spokesperson
. Cotin Clement These concrere blocks

are part of a gubsnrface breakwater, in-
tepded 1o protect the fort, and commis-

"'swnedafew years agiy by the Supreme
Council of

Antiquities (SCA). The

" dumping dccumred despite the fact that

" the anfiquifies authorties were fully
aware of the presence of smbmerged -.

slamnsmdmasom'yonthesxte Media

outcry -against -the . of the

blocks on top of the anti ensued,

end the project was nedmnud—

streamwln]emeFrench-Egypmnm
given the go-ahead to excavete — .

bnthythm,thﬁdmagcwasdone

In the early pioneer amateur ar-

chaeologml dwer Kamel Abul-Saadﬂ
fiad explored the site and lobbied the an-

tiquities authorities to have a female co-
lossns mised in 1962 This 12-metre fe-

: mate figave, currently on the lawn of the

Maritime Mussum, bore a stylistic ze-
mbhmetgﬂh&mdmﬁrlmgfcg—e
sidered 1o a, representarion
goddess. Abul-Saadat also noled the
of a male colossus nearby,

. ‘which be sketched in what appears to be

‘dusa fignre found by the C

mmactcondmon,thoughhewas:o
tell Professor of Oceanography Selim
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ago, the archaeologsts busied

- themeelves with removing

some 40 concrete blocks from the site-in
search of the legs. Amid the hustle and
bustle of a large group of French jour-
nalists who had flown in to witness the
spectacle, stood Gilles Chazal, director

ﬁgmemﬁ'omofdlePentPalms.Insxde
will be displayed a female bust in gran-
jte and a portion of an obelisk from the
site, as well as a mosaic depicting 2 Me-
mtheu

ident Jacques Chirac visited the site in

derwater excavarion and other CEA
digs in the city, such as the Gabbari Ne-
cropolis excavation.

The French association with
the Pharos site, it should be added, goes
beyond the funding and the nationality
of the core seam. When French Pres-

the spring of 19906, the head of the Prol-
emy- h colossus was fished out
for his benefit. But is the exhibition part
of the calendar of French cultural events
initially scheduled to mark Napoleon's
expedition o Egypt? Not ai all, re-
sponds Chazal. “We are holding this ex-
hibition because Alexandria is, on the
one hand, a mythical city, and
on the other, little known. The
exhibition will be held in the
context of the year of ‘France-
EgyptSharedeznnsmBkon}
aparte let us not o
by

Which leaves the question of
the legs. Ultumately, Ptolemy-
. Pharaoh need not stand on his
own legs in Paris, but could be
furnished with an artificial
pair, suggesied one source,
who asked (o remain anon-
ymous. Even if this happens,
the search for the legs will
have yielded two posmve e-
sults for Alexand?an ar-
chacology. In requrn for being
allowedgtyoaxmmmemefacts
i Paris. explains Chazal, two
mosaics, that of the Medusa,
and a Hellepistic work show-
inga dog.d:sooveredmlhedlgofﬂm
sitt of the fumre Bibliotheca Alex-
andripa, will be restored by the French,
More impostantly, , is the fact
that the dubious breakwater has been.
In part, removed, giving the ar-
chaeolopists access to parts of the site
that were previously om of bounds. Ac-
cording to Clement, “the removal of the
concrete blocks exposed yet more very
large pieces of masonry which... appear
to be of the same materis] and... style as
those which have been attributed to the
Pharog [Lighthouse] jtself.”

and wire dispaiches
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What is your assessment of the mood
in Washington during the recent Iraq
crisis and how did this affect Egyp-
tian-US relations?

In order t speuk about relations during
what vou call the Irag crisis. T think it's
appropridie Lo put them in the right con-
text. We have a very close and brozd re-

latonship with the US which is always

described ax a mature relationship whene
you can agree and disayree withouwt
harming the essence of the relationship.
It is a close refationship of coopermiion
and (riendship based on common prin-
ciples and common goals,

During this crisis we had points of
agreement and points of disagreement.
The point of agreement is that 1t is [im-
porant] o express the necessity for [mq
ta abide by the resolutions of the Security
Council. Al the same time, we were con-
vinced. and are siill comvinced. thar the
use of force would not achieve any useful
purpose. The pse of foree would result in
more suffering for the Iragi people.
which is something totaliy unacceprable.

This was a good example of a re-
lationship where you can agree on some
uspects and disagree on others without
harming the essence of the relationship.

During the crisis there were consuhia-
tions on all levels between the US and
Egypl. 1 think they clearly understood
our position and the relurionship has
come out sironger. which proves its ma-
turity. durability and resilience and that it
can [survive] through difficult times.

Was Egyvpt asked at any point to take
part in a military strike against Iraq?

No. We made our position clear trom the
beginning that this is a situation which
should be soived dipfomutically and po-

Turning

the volume

litically. and that using force would do
more harm than good. This was clear
from the fint moment. President [Hosnil
Mubarak made it very clear [both] pub-
licly and in his contacts with the [US] ad-
ministration.

There was no reason for them to ask us
to partcipate in such sction which we op-
pose and still oppose.

Do you sec any difference in America’s
policies op the Middle East peace pro-
cess during President Bill Clinton’s
first and second terms. in view of the
fact that not much progress has been
achieved lately?

I thiok the difference is not in the Clinton
administration. What has really happened
in the peace process is the advent of a
new Israeli government which is legally
bound by the Oslo agreements and the
ensving agreemems. but which. deep in
its heart. dees not believe in these agree-
ments and thinks thev are bad agree-
menis.

The second important point is that this
administrution under [Secretary of Stae
Madeleine] Albright has been active in a
different way from that of {former Sec-
retary of State Warren] Christopher.

Christopher believed in movement for
the sake of movement in the hope that by
moving vou would create a certain mo-
menmm that would evenmally lead o
salving the problem. Albright is more in-
tent on concentrating on the substance of
the mutter. She did come out with the four-
points agenda. She did meet with the jead-
ers. and the administration is preparing w
come out with an American plan.

But the problem is. and has always been.
that because of many considerations. the
capacity of an American adminjstration to

down The minister of state for environmental affairs, Nadia Makram
Ebeid, has ordered the closing — for the second time in two

weeks — of the Sindbad amusement park in Heliopolis for ex-

ceeding the permissible noise limit, reporis Mahmoud Bakr

Agreeing to__disagree

lean heavily on Ismael is limired. .

At the present moment we {ind the Li-
kud governmemt in Israel does not enjoy
the support of the great majority of the
Jewish community in the US, Many have
reservations on the policies of [Israeli
Prime Minister Binyamin} Metanyahu,
whether regarding the peace process. or
who is a Jew, or the relationship between
Israel and the US, But the truth of the
matter is that. when Ismel clamours that
this is 2 question of security and thar Is-
rael is in danger. all these differences
tend to be minimised. They will i into
pressure ont the administration. $0 as not
lo, as some of them say. oblige Israel o
take decisions which are contrary o its
security requirements.

Let us nor kid ourselves. The US will
never side 100 per cent with the Arab po-
sitton. It is always a question of tinding
compromises.

It is our duty to support the Palestinians
in order that any compromises they
would be required 1o make would not be
conwary to the principles, aims or goals
we want to achieve, [namely] an in-
dependent Palestinian state that enjoys
freedom on its land, and is thus able 10
enter into relations with the Ismeli state
that are based on equality, common inter-
<sts and cooperation.

We are using our contacts with the US.
Israelis and Palestinians in order to pro-
mote a just. equitable. durable solution,
not only for the Palestinians but also for
the Syrians and Lebanese.

What do you expect from the new US
proposal which is expected to be an-
nounced soon?

This is an American thinking process.
We. of course. have an input. but we did

not vet get an output from the Amer-
icans,

Our input is 1o impress upon them the
realities of the sttuation. what has to be
taken into consideration, the obligations
of the Israetis 1o be faithful to the resalu-
tions of the UN. and the principles on
which the American state and Je-
mocracy are based — the right to self-
determination.

Some US officials told AlAlram
Weekly that the Arab public does not
trust the US to achieve a just peace 1o
the Middle East. Do you agree?

Arab public opinion is affected by many
American positions. One of them is what
is known as douhble standards [in foreign
policy]. . .

If we look a1 what is huppening, not
only is Irag being forced to implement
Security Council resolutions at the ex-
pense of great sutfering of iis people. we
also see that many Arab countries are
under sanctions such as Libya and Su-
dan. We also see on the “famous” Jist of
countries supporting so-called terrorism.
or not fighung narcorcs. that there are
many Arab countries. This is something
Arab public opinion resents very much.

The sevond aspect is thal whenever the
US appears 1o be siding with the Ismaelis.
of course the frustration of Arab public
opinion is great. I’s a question of dis-
appointment.

If vou create a situation of despair for
the people. that a solution is not pos-
sible, thot the US is not playing the role
that is expected of iL then you will have
rouble all over the place. This is what
we smd about wying to use force against

Irag.
Do you agree with the term ‘double

standards’ in US Middle East policy,
and how do you deal with it in Yash-
ingtoa?

I would not useethe expresston “double
standards™ but [ would sav that in many
cases we feel that the US should be more
forceful in some ways and that its achons
created fhe perception of doublc stan-
dards in Arab public opinion.

We all have our prejudices and prefer-
ances. but in the political arena. where we
are dealing with the only superpower. [
think it is our right. and we fexercise] it
by demanding of it not ro act according 10
its prejudices and preferences. but ac-
cording te its principles.

How did Washington receive President
Mubarak's statement doring the Iraqgi
crisis that the US was losing credibility
in the Middle East?

it angered some people, but it did open
the eves of many others. They trust him
as a friend of the US and a man who
speaks the truth. Those who wanied to
use force [against [riq] did not appreviate
this “real talk”, but those who are serious
people who want to consider all points of
view were gratefal to President Mubarak
for having {highlishted] things thai they
were not aware of.

1 believe we came out of this crisis with
even greater respect in the US for a feader
like President Mubarak, who from the
First day came out very clearly and direct-
ly. as is his custom, and wold them things
as they are.

onomic relationship with the US, in-
dependent of aid?

We know aid is not forever and that there

Ahmed Maher, Egypt's ambassador to Washington, spoke lo
Nevine Khalil about the dynamics of

US-Egyptian relations

are ways of cooperation which pedhapy
have been neglected. byl it's vexy im-
portant mow tor activate them. Trade and
investment are two flelds that xre verv
important for us and we would like to in-
crease cooperation in these seciors. There
is aisp the ransfer of technology.

‘The [Gore-Muobarak] inittative for « US-
Egyptian parmersbip puts ecvaomic r2-
lationships in a wider context that 1s oot
oniy based on aid. but also e, de-
velopment. investment and Irapsfer of
technology, In this context the mix can
change without the overall {meredients|
changing. We are building a pew touse
where there are mamy rooms. aod we
have finished one floor and are building
the second.

We will maintain rery solid economic.

cooperation while the percentage of aid
would dimirtish gradually. It has to be
slow because i this particeiar moment,
we sill need US aid in order 1o continue
building our infrastucture, becadst we
4re sill at a very important phase of our
economic reform programme.

Key issue at the
Egyptian Museum

FOR TEN DAYS. security officials a1 the
Egyptian Museumn have bezn engaged in a
secret search for four master kevs which had

The Sindbad amusememt park wias first shut
down. ar the orders of the Minister of State for
Environmental Affairs Nadia Makram Ebeid.
and sealed with red wax at the beginning of
this manth. But the owner defiantly’ remaved
the seals and reopened the park to visitors.

On Saturday night. Ebeid descended on the
park. Visitors were asked to leave, electricity
was cul off. the park was wmed over 1o police
and managenwat was fold that operations would

Giza market problem addressed

Ever since its official inauguradon by Prime Min-
tster Kamal El-Ganzouri last December. the Sixth
of October wholesale fruit and vegerable marker
has remained idle. Traders have been reluctant to
move there for fear that, due 1o its location, they
might lose their customers. The market, which is
seven Kilometres from the centre of the Sixth of
Qcrober City. is designed ta senve the governorate
of Giza. The govemorate of Cairo is served by EI-
Obour market. which opened thrae years ago
along the Ismailia highway.

To force Giza traders fo move o the Sixth of
Qciober market Giza Govermnor Maher El-
Guindi. on 14 February. prohibited wholesalers
from trading outside the new marker. They were
given a prace period that expired last Saturday.
According 1o Mustafa El-Khatib, head of the mar-
ket's executive body. the market will be put inte

not be resumed until the park™s “ecological s1at-
us” was improved. Otherwise. the park™s licence
will be revoked.

On Sunday. Ebeid met with the park’s owner,
dlohamed Suid. and later said that Sindbad
would not be reopened unless the noise pollution
was stopped and untii it met other requirements
taid down by the Construcion Research Cenure,
Said said he would comply.

The possibility of relocating the park outside

operution within the coming few days.

Asked about the delay. El-Khatib said: “There
is no delay. The public udlities police bave al-
ready started shutting down the shops of whole-
salers who refuse to move 10 the new market.
Evervthing will be okay very soon.”

A visit to the LE248 million market showed
that, apart from a few waders doing paperwork. it
was nearly empty. The market. which covers over
123,000 square metres. includes 617 shops and
stalls for vegetables, fruits and poultry. Each shop
wias built on 150 square metres while the stalls
are 72 square metres each. The market also in-
cludes an executive building, coffee shops, 2 res-
taurant. a4 mosque, banks and 168 units for lefi-

overs. “Sales are expected to reach LE2 billion .

annually,” El-Khatib said.
Traders coacede that the market is very well

Cairo altogether is also under consideration, Eb-
eid said.

Defending his position. Said said the park.—
which employs about 500 workers — did a great
service (o neighbours. by lighting and cleaning
the surrounding streets and hirng secunty
guards.

He said that 50 per cent of the requirements de-
manded by the Construction Research Centre
have already been mei. A sound-proof wall has

been installed. reducing the noise volume to a
minimum, shops outside the purk’s fence were
shut down and the gates near inhabited areas
were relocated to the Cairo-Ismailia highway.

What remains to be done is to install new stair-
cases. [eading from the new gates down io the
park itseif. the owner said.

Following a three-month hiatus, the Sixth of October wholesale fruit and

equipped. but complain_ about their lease con-
tracts which they consider unfair. A shop is
leased for a 25-year-period for LE257.000, a veg-
etable siall for LE120,000 and a fruit stall for
LE100,000. After the contracts expire, the shops
and stalls return to the control of the Giza Gov-
emorate, which has the right to allocate them to
other traders.

“t’s unfair to be deprived of the right of own-
ership after paying all this money.” said Mo-
hamed Harbi. a vegetable wholesaler. During the
market's inauguration. El-Ganzouri promised to
lock inte the matter, Harbi said

Lease costs may seem exorbitant but merchants
point out that they had been reduced by 20 per
cent upon El-Ganzouri's orders. A trader has to
pay 25 per cent of the cost in advance; the re-
maining sum is paid in annual instalments over

vegetable market shouid go into operation within the next few days to
serve the governorate of Giza. Mona El-Nahhas paid g visit-
e e

pericds ranging fiom five to 25 years. at an an-
nual interest rate of 13 per cent. Traders are de-
manding that the interest rate be reduced to six
per cent and also want a tax exemption for two
yeass,

Traders also complain that nearby housing is
unavailable. They are ready to-build their own
homes, with their own meaey, if they are pro-
vided with land by the Giza Governorate,

El-Khatib said that the executive body “has seat
the contracts as well as the demands made by the
wholesalers (o the legislative department of the
Supreme Administrative Court, the jodicial body
in charge of scrutinising contracts signed between
the government and cinzens, We'll do whatever it
recomnmends concerning the contracts.” he said.

As to the interest rate. El-Khatib said it fluctu-
ates in line with Central Bank decisions.

been removed from the museum's min safe.
The keys open no less than 200 showcases
containing priceless anefacts

It was only on Monday that museum and
security officials could breathe i sizh of re-
lief when the lost keys were found in the
basemnent.

Although Ahmed Nawar. head of the mu-
seums’ department at the Culture Ministry,
conceded that the keys had been mis~ing for
10 days. he stressed thar no thefis had been
reported. An investigation has been opened
and, according to Nawar. the culprit wil! be
punished.

In 2 press statement, Nawar said the kevs
were found 1o be missing during 2 routine
check of the museum™s sate on 5 March
“The moseum police were ordered to siep up
security precautions and the national secarity
squad respoasible for museum survetllance
was kept on full alert,” Nawar said.

Gaballah Ali Gaballah. secretary-genaral of
the Supreme Counci of Andquitics [SCAL
visited the museum uand ordered thar the
locks on the 200 showcases be replaced.
*This is only a rerporary measure until new
:;Id-gcu'o-mechnnical locks are instalied.” he

The keys were lost and found only a few
days before a2 new security svstem was 0 go
into operation to safeguard the museum's
treasures. As part of this LE1G-million sys-
ter, tested on Monday. 190 surveillance
cameras have been insmalled in the museum's
rooms and corridors.

Efforts to stop
demolition frenzy

On the orders of Prime Minister Kamal
El-Ganzouri. adminjstative prosecutors
are questioning 12 Giza governorate of-
ficials for issuing demolition licences for
as many as 29 villas and palaces, The of-
ficials are accused of violating a decree
by the prime minister that prohibits the
demolizon of villas and palaces na-
tionwide.

The 19 February decree is designed 1o
preserve the naton’s architecural her-
itage. It provides for punitive measures
against any official who issues a villa
demolition Lcence. In cases of villas that
have ulready been razed. the owner is only
allowed to build a structure of equal beight
and dimensions to the obginal villa.

According to wimesses and press re-

, six of the 29 villas were levelled on
the authority of licences issued after the
ban was imposed. One of them, located
on Mohieddin Abul-Ezz Swreet in Dokki.

Sheikh’s last night

was partly destroyed on 20 February —
onc day after the decree was issued. wit-
nesses said.

“The owners of villas in the Giza area
have gone into a frenzy of demolition.”
said the guard of 2 villa which workers
began to pull down after the ban was im-
posed. The destruction was stopped after
the Giza Governorate officials were re-
ferred for questioning. The owner was
planning o build a high-rise apartment
building in place of the villa. the guard
said.

The officials who issued the demolition
licences argue that they acted in ac-
cordance with the law, insisting that the
destroyed structures were apariment
blocks and not villas.

According 1o the definition of the Min-
isoy of Housing, u villa should consist of
one or two storeys only, Linked by internal
stairs, and should have one electric metre
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As motorists and pedestrians bustle outside
the offices of the Muslim Youth Association
on Ramses Street, many of them are unaware
that, 49 years ago, this building was the scene
of the assassination of one of the nation’s
most controversial figures. On 12 February
1949, Sheikh Hassan El-Banna, who 20 years
earlier had founded the now-outlawed Mus-
lim Brotherhood, was gunned down as he
emerged from the Associaton's gate. The as-
sassin. widely suspected to be g government

agent. was never apprehended.
The site was re-visited recently by Salah
PRICE Eissa, a leftist journalist and historian. whe

has produced a documentary about El-
Banga's life and death under the title The
Night of the Assossination of Hassan El-
Banna. “The idea behind the film is two-
fold,” Eissa told Al-Akram Weekiy.

“On the one band, T want to trace the roots
of Islamist militancy, to show how El-Banna
belie_ved that his devision to establish the par-
amilitary wing of the Brotherhood in 1936
Was 2 necessity 1o counter the Jewish militias

Twelve Giza Govemorate officials are being questioned for
licencing the demolition of a number of villas and palaces in
violation of a government ban. Gihan Shahine investigates

only as well as a ganden. In starements to
the press. the officials who are being ques-
tioned insisied that the destroyed struc-
tures were multiple-storey buildings and
each bad more than one elecuic metre and
was inhabited by more than one family.
One of these officials. Ahmed Taha, was
quoted as saying that he had rejected 106
applicatons for demoliion Heences
which wauld have violaied the ban.

A commiree was formed to look inw
the matter. The commitiee’s chairman,
Hussein Rabie, appeared to favour the
view that the dismantled structures were
apartment blocks, and not villas. But wis-
nesses. including guards and peighbours,
affirm that they were villas, each in-
habited by a single family.

According to 2 1977 law, a demolition k-
cence can only be issued for a building that
is more than 40 years old. Exceptions can
be made if the demolition will serve a pub-

fighting in Palestine. [ want to show that there
will be no end to the phenomenon of extrem-
ism without a just and comprehensive Arab-
Israeli peace.” Eissa said.

“On the other hand, T want to show how this
paramilitary wing took on a life of its own
and bhegan to launch operations which El-
Banna himself opposed. such as the assassina-
:gns of Khazendar and Nugrashi.™ Eissa add-

Ahmed El-Khazendar, a judge notorious for
the harsh sentences he passed against Broth-
erhood members, was killed in March 1948,
Prime Muu_ster Mahmowd Fahmi E!-Nugrashi
was assassinated in December of the same

year.

According 1o Eissa the killings were not
meant to serve the Brotherhaod's objectives,
but were part of a vendetta between the par- Party and a one-Gme member of the Broth-
erhood. Rifat El-Said, the Tagammu sec-
retary-gencral, Hassan Hanafi, a professor of
philosophy, and Assem El-Dessouki, pro- documenuary, which he produced a¢ his own
personal expense. 1o be ysed as m

amilitacy wing and various authorities. As a
result, the tables were wmed against El-
Banna himself, Eissy said,

It is widely believed that El-Banna's as-
sassination was carried out on the orders of

lic interest, such as building
a larger structure (o ac-
commodate more people.
“But after the priime min- |
ister’s decree took effect, is-
suing a demolition licence =
for a villa should be con-

™l
sideted an administrative of- Que of the demolished

fence, even if the villa is more
than 40 vears old,” said Yehia Ismail, for-
mex chairman of the Court of Appeals.

In another development. an Arabic-
language newspaper launched a campaign
to save the of the late actor Yous-
sef Wahbi from “destructon.” The pal-
ace. which is located in the Haram [pyr-
antd] area of Giza. had been leased by
Wahbi to a company 1o furn it into a hotel.
with a swimming pool and cinerna.

But Yehia Gaafar. head of the West
Giza municipality. affirmed that the pal-
ace had not been ouched. He explained

The c_:ircu.mstances surrounding the assassination of Sheikh Hassan El-Banna half
a iefiist historian has produced a documentary about the life and death of the found

the government ie retaliation for the killing of
Nugrashi,

Eissa’s documentary has been grocted with
suspicion on the part of El-Banna's son, law-
yer Seif El-Islam Hassan Et-Banna. “All 1
care about is that the film does not include
:'myl_hlng which is untrue_” Seif Ei-Islam said.
“This does not mean that I am trying to stop  sa’s use of interviews with Brotherhood op-
poeents sach as Mohieddin and El-Said.
wErfesa mponlt:lled: “Mohieddin was a witness
! even
Islam made it clear that he “would not give up Ahdel-Nassfr toil?ct;:n o!asﬂt:w:v;c aﬁnm

they joined the Brotherhood. They later broke

with them and established the Free Officers
Movemenm.™ -

Eissa aiso explained that El-Said and Hasafi

anyone from expressing his views.”

_ Although he agreed with Fissz to reserve
judgement until ke has seen the Glm, Seif EL-

the right. if necessary., to take legal action.”
Seif El-Islam is worried because the 14¢-
minute documentary does not include inter-
views with any member of El-Banna's family
or the Brotherhood. Eissa interviewed Khaled
Mohieddin. leader of the leftist T ﬁpﬁr

fessor of history and dean of the F
Arts. Helwan University. e Faculty of

that the hote] company had only knocked
down & warehouse, located next to the pal-
ace kitchen. after cracks appeared on it
following a 1992 earthquake. He added
that the destruction of the warehouse was
<carried out without a licence.

Omar Linfi, representative of the hotel
company. insisted that a licence was ac-
quired before the demolition was
The company, he said. applied for a licence
on 18 October and a committee was formed

by the Giza governorate to survey the build-

ing. The commitice approved the demoli-

C e,

ton and the company paid fees for a demoli-
tion licence on 3 December, Linfi addad.
In a third development. the Govemor of
Giza, Ma_her El-Guindi, managed ‘0 stop
the ayction. of a public garden in Al
Mohndessin district, arganised by the M-
istry of Al-Awqaf [religious endowments),
El-Guindi published advertisemems in
fewspapers waming potential buyers that
themleviolmedaegabinﬂdecreethatbms
construction on green areas. Nadia Makram
Ebeid, minister of state for environmental
affairs, also stepped in to s1op the sale.

a centllry ago continue to be shrouded in mystery. Now,
er of the Muslim Brotherhood. Fatemah Farag reports

"I wanted to keap the film objective and sci-
enlific,” said Eissa. “In addition o piles of
documents. more than 100 books have been
written on the subject. I think thar the in-
format.l'on included in the film is quite
sound. -

However, Seif El-lslam s worried by Eis-

in the documentary as authorities on

. subject, not politicians, “The former was
ery

5 critical, the lamer was very supportive.

ssouki and myself were neutral.” he said..
Eissa emphasised tha he did not wish the -

aganda either for. or against, the B
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mitree was also.established 1o examine readers’ coniplaints. "~
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Yellow skies

SANDSTORMS brought death, chaos and

misery 10 Cairo and ocher
ﬂndthEMidd!cEasuhisn}:erE

day, five people died and 40 others were
Jore caused by poor
visibility and the collapse of old buildings.
Traffic . Cairo International Alrport and
disrupted,

injored in road accidens

through the Suez Canal was
The first storm lashed the

: country
tapeungoﬁﬁd-hourslapr.

day moming,
But handly had people started

fresh air again when a second storm hit on
Tuesday. Cairo Airpon shut down on Stn-
day and shipping in the Suez Canal came

to 3 halt,

. Also on Sunday, e plane bringing Brit-
lShFQfﬂ;snSecmryRohiquint%Cai-
ro was diverted 1o Cyprs, where he was
forced to spend one” nigiv before be-
ginning an official visit to Egypt on Mon-
day. Another plane hringing Iragi Foreign

On Sun-

Sun-  was heavily

Minister Mohamed Said El-Sahhaf from
of Egypt  New York to Cairo was diverted 1o Sharm
El-Sheikh. He was on bis way to a confer-
ence of Islamic foreign ministers in Qatar.
"s storm also pummelled other
parts of the Middle Essl, incleding Cy-
prus. Lebanon, Syriz and Isz2el. A knd-
mak ferris wheel alopg the Beinut beach

damaged .

Co Tuesday, a plane bringing Amb
League Secretary-Genernl Esmar Abdel-
Meguid from Qatar was diverted o Luxor
and .a Middle East Airlines plane was
forced to retumn to Beirut, just 15 monutes
before it was scheduled 1o land in Coiro.
A flight from Jeddah was diverted to
Sharm El-Sheikh and a TWA plane was
forced to fly to Larnaca. Alexandria har-
bounr remained closed an Tuesday, for the
third day running, Suez hmbour was also
shut down on Tuesday.

Upholding
press
Integrity

As the batfle against
the ‘yellow’ press
continues, the Press
Syndicate Council has
taken & series of
decisions o ensure
the integrity of the -
profession, reports :
Shaden Shehab :

= B

esssssssesessssms  Makram Mohamed Aloped
Chairman of the Press Syndicate Council Makram Mohamed

Ahmed has vowed to enforce

a journalistic code of ethjes

once it is approved by the Supreme Press Connei), “The syn-
dicate will not allow any violation of the code of ethics nor
will it allow any deviant behavionr.” Ahmed said.

Ahmed added that letters were sent w all press organ-

isations, urging them mot 1o hire

icate members,

which Is prohibited by the press faw. Any violation of this
law or the code of ethics will be reported to the prosecunor-

general, he warned.

Defending the syndicate, Ahmed said it should not be held
responsible for the emergence of the so-called ‘yellow® press
becanse mosi of reporters working in such newspapers are
not syndicate members. He recalled that the syndicate had
sounded the alarm abouot this phenomenon.

l._‘:'0:1 Satrday, the syndicate’s t'.mncilh speq.ﬁm- to estah_b lish
ur committees, assigning each a ific responsibility.
The first will draft the exgcuﬁve stamtes of the press La?r.
The second will draw up guidelines for the ethics of the pro-
fession and disciplinary action, The third will examine the

rules of establishing new

and printing locally news- -

papers which have foreign licences. The fowrth commitiee
will prepare for a plenary conference of joarnalists.

Last week, the syndicate’s council decided to refer the
chief editors of two newspapers, whose names were not di-

A i ethics com-

Aagy offending joumalist will be refemred to a disciplinary

board and may lose his i

membership.
Mobamed Abdel-Azl, editor-in~chief of Al-Wazan Al-Arabi,

was expelled from the
of public figures libelously

mumity to investigate a number
him.

icate for “exposing the private lives
and unjusd
Coumneil also stripped Abdel-Aal of his

ly.” The Shura.
parlismentary im-
of libe] complaints involving

In another development, Alimed requested of the pros-
ecutor-general to suspend a one-year jail sentence passed
against Magdi Hussein, chief editor of the opposition Al-
Shaab newspaper, untl the Court of Cassation reaches a final
verdict. Hussein was fonnd guilty of slandering Ala’a El-
Alfi. son of former Interior Minister Hassan El-Alfi. The syn-

dicate and other mediators are

ing to reach an cut-of-

attemptin,
court settlement between Hussein and the El-Affi family.

Hussein has been transfepred
health problems.

from’ prison to hospital for

Nurse Aida

The Alexandrda Criminal
Court found nurse Aida
Noureddin Mohamed guilty
last week of killing .one pa-
fient and attempting to kill
dozens of others in t?e A:;eu—
rology department © ex-
andnsz University Hospital.
The court has referred
Aida's case to Mafti of the
Republic Nasr Farid Wasil
— a technicality before a
death sentence is officially
announced. Fimal pro-
nouncement of the sentence
is expected on 26 March.

Aida, 25, who pleadéd in-
nocent when the trizl opened
in Janpary, remains in the
Damanhour women’s prison.
When the court’s decision
was anmoomnced on 1l
March, the purse broke inw
tears, her mother fainted and
ber father slapped his cheeks
hysterically.

Prosecutors had demanded
the death penalty oo the

* grounds that during her in--

terrogation, she made a de-
tailed confession, admitting
that she injected paticots
with a substance th%l; causes

iratory fatlure. The pros-
ﬂmﬁd that al! her vic-
tims were patients of nearol-

Nurses staged
on-the-job protests
and the defendant’s
father ended up in
police custody after

an Alexandria nurse - -

was convicted of -
killing patients and
sentenced to death.
Mona El-Nahhas
reporis :

ogist Hisham Abp-Rahma,
37. They claimed that she
sought to 1ake revenge
agsinst the doctor because
he spurned her love.
Ayda was- considered a
model nurse by her col-
leagues at the Alexandria
University Hospital. She
worked at the intensive care
ward of the neurology de-
partment for seven years be-
fore her arrest last Augnst.
During ber interrogation at
a police station last Aungust,

US diplomats sound out opposition figures

A London-based Arabic newspaper was the
first o break the news last Thursday thar a sen-
jor diplomat ar the US Embassy in Caito held
meetings in late Febmary and early March with
Islamist opposition figures. In these meetings,
the newspaper Al-Hayer said. the diplomas
sought their views on a variery of issues, in-
cluding Irag and their confrontation with the
g(,l;".l k Roberts, spokesman for the US Em

¢! or -
bassy, denied in a telephone imterview that
these meetings targeted members of political
Islamnist groups in particular. He said embassy
diplomats “regularly meet with 2 wide spec-
trum of Egyptians, including politicians, econ-
omists and experts who represent all poims of
view.” Robens stressed that “there was nothing
umnsual about those meetings,”

" Abul-Ela Madi, a former member of the oul-
lawed Muslim Brotherhood who is seeking 10
establish Al-Wasat [Centre] Pamy, old A/-
Ahram Weekly that he decided 10 break the
news of his meefing with Robert Silverman,
second secretary for political affairs at the US
Embassy, after he learned thar an anti-Islamisy
weekly magazine would publish a report on the
subject

*] feared that they [the magazine] would cap-

. italise on the matter and make it appear as if

Within the framework of a campaign initiated
by the Arab Centre for the Freedom of Judges
and Lawyers, a delegation from the Geneva-
based Intérnational Committee of Jurists visit-
ed Cairo from 10 to 15 March. The team mem-
bers, Niel Davidsor and Pierre Sebastien, were
mxler strict instractions not to give any state-
ments to the press until their final report is is-
sued — probably within two weeks. However.

a statemnent by the Arab Centre explained that -
. the aim of the visit was to investizgate “the truth

of claims that the judicial commitiee re-
sponsible for Bar Association elections is plac-
ing obstacles before these elections and wheth-

er mmours. that the governroent is intervening |

in the Association’s affairs ave true.”

To this end, the delegation met with Ahmed
Fathi Sorour, speaker of the People’s As-
sembly, Awad El-Mom, president of the Su-
preme Constitotional Court: custodians of the
Assoctarion and independent lawyers.

The Association, previcusly controlled by
the ontlawed Muslim Brotherhood, was placed
m;ggcustodianship by a cournt onder in Jannary
1

The Association is currently run by three cus-
todians: Hassan El- Mahdi, Ahmed Reda El-
Ghawatli and Mohmed Sabri Mobada. There is

faces the

police said she amempted to

hours of disorder, the hos-

we were conspiring against the state in ¢
eration with the US Embassy.” Madi said. ~But
there was nothing siznificant abow this meet-
ing. In the past few vears, I met with three US
diplomats who used 1o occupy the same post™

Silverman’s office said he was away for a
few weeks, on a wip 1o the Lnited Sutes,

Madi resigned from the Brotherhood affer the
“old guards™ controlling the group reportadly
refused 10 back his efforis W esiablish Al-
Wasat Party, which he describes as a centrist.
moderate party with an Islamist platorm. The
Political Parties Committes. which is em-
powered to approve or reject the establishmam
of any new party. lumed down Madi's apptica-
tion for a licence. The Political Parties Tribunal
is expected to reach a final decision on the is-
sue in the near future.

Al-Hevar on Friday quoted Montasser El-
Zayyat. a lawver for Islamist militants, as say-
ing he held a similar moeeting with Silverman.
El-Zayvai is known for his close connections
with Al-Gama’a Al-Islamiva. which is held re-
sponsible for most anti-goverament acts of vi-
olence since 1992, He apnounced in January
that he was retiring from political actvity be-
cause he failed to persuade Al-Gama'a's ex-
patriate leaders 1o back his inidative for a uni-
lateral cease-fire.

‘Bar crisis drags on

also a judicial comminee. headed by Judge
Mahfouz Shouman. president of the Southemn
Giza Court, which was assigred by the govern-
ment 1o set a date for the Association’s elec-
dons.

The current status of the Association remains
unclear to many. “1 no longer care about all the
news in the press about the fights and develop-
menis at the Bar Association,” said Mohamed
Attid, o yoong Iiwyer, while running up the
stairs of the Southern Giza Court. “The fights
no longer have anythirg to do with the major-
ity of lawyers. They are between the big guys,
about their own interests.”

The cynicism aside, Bar Association news is
sometimes baffling to the common reader. For
example, last week began with the news that
the pew custodians of the Association’s Cairo
branch had been approved by all concerned
parties; the next day. they were not admitred
into the premises and, on the third day, they
tock over. Nasser Amin, director of the Arab
Centre. explains that “the only way anyone can
understand news like this is to comprehend that
there is a continnons fight for power among the
three¢ custodians and what happens on the
ground is a reflection of how the balance of
power is swaying.” In the same vein, Ahmed

gallows

{mepag-3 18ssu cjoud

authorised fliers, political or

commit suicide by jumping
from a third-floor window.
She suffered bone fractires
and had to be hospitalised.
The counrt's decision drew
angry reactions from Aida's
colleagues and family. The
day after the verdict, more
than 200 nurses organised a
sit-in strike in the hospital’s
courtyard Lo show sohdarity
_ with ber and publicise theiwr
fear that they might face the
same fate. Following a few

pital’s administrators man-
aged 1o persuade the nurses

to go back to work by point- -

ing out that court rlings can
be contested throngh legal
channels. .
Alda’s uncle and father
were taken in for -ques-
goning by police after they
pasied leaflets around Alex-
andria proclaiming ‘her in-
nocence. Publicly ques-
tioning a coon decision is
itiegal, and postmg of un-

'F
. -\_ - amirusbe ; '_.'. -:

<o

p

otherwise, is forbidden un-
der the emergency laws.

Under Egyptian law, any
death sentence must be ap-
proved by the Coon of Cas-
sation before it is carried
oul. Ajda’s lawyer vowed o
file an appeal, saying thal
she is not the only one who
should be beld responsible
for what happened. He
poinied out that Aida, or
any other nurse for that
matter, has no authority to
give patients medicine with-
out a writen order from a
doctor.

A source at the pros-
ecutor's office said that for-
ther investigations will be
made after the court pro-
pounces ils sentence. Court
hearings, he added, made &t
clear that there was neg-
ligence on the pari of hos-
pital adminisoators, who
still may face prosecution.

Edited by

Wadie Kirplos

The US Embassy says there is nothing unusual

El-Zayyu¢ 10ld the Weekly that he “has noth-
ing to add on this issue.” He was quoted by A/
Hayar as saving that in his meeting with Silver-
man he did not only reject any inten ention at-
femp v Washingten bt also wamned that the
'S policy on Iraq might lead 10 anacks by mil-
itants acajns! fts interests in the region.

Rafik Hebib. who is cooperating with Madi
in the amempi o esiablish Al-Wasau vol-
unteared 10 =2l the same newspaper on Sat-
urday that e was also approached by the US
Embassy. A msating_ held in January. was with
another diplomal responsible fuor the human
rights section. The diplomat, according to Ha-
bib. askad abour his reacdon 1o a Congres-
sional report on the conditions of Copts.

Spokesman Robens said. “The embassy, like
all embassies in Cairo, meets with lots of peo-
ple. This goes on constantly, The people who
are doing this arz doing their jobs.” He added
that the @mbassyv does not ask for a prior per-
mission from authorities to approach Egyptians
it would like 1o 1alk 10.

In subsequent press reports about the mest-
ings between the US diplomats and the opposi-
tion figures, newspapers affirmed that all Egyp-
dans rejected any LS artempt o intervens in
domestic affairs.

Asking Madi whether he agrees tha such

about recent meetings between its diplomats and
opposition figures. Khaled Bawoud reports

meetings as the one he held represented such
imervention, he nld the Weekdy thal one clear
message he sought to comvey 10 the U'S dip-
lomat whom he mel was that “Islamists ane
aware that America may use them [o put pres-
sure on the povemment.” In the meeting with
Silverman. "l spone eatensively of what we see
as double standands in the way Americi deals
with regional issues. such as Israel and L™
Madi said.

“When the US Embussy  ghers in-
formadon. it is nol doing this just for in-
formation purposes. but to prepare files thich
they can use as pressure rwols while dealing
with the govemnmeni We [Islamists] ure
aware of this,”™ he added.

For his pari. Habib said that he told the US
diplomat that “Washington's intervention in
this muter Jthe conditions of Copis] does more
harm than good. Threalening 1o freeze aid. for
example. because of alleged violations of the
rights of Christizns will hurt Christians and
Muslims alike.”

A secunity source. who spoke on condition
of anonymity. sujd that the announcenen by
the Islamists that they held meetngs with US
diplomaws “mighr be an attempt 10 show that
they are still active on the political scene, par-
ticularly in the case of Montasser El-Zayyat.™

The Bar Association’s status has become something of an enigma,
prompting a visit by a fact-finding mission from the Intemationat Com-
mittee of Jurists. Fatemah Farag follows the latest developments

Seif. a lawver with the Cemre for Human
Rights Legal Aid, points out that “everything
that is happening now is an election zame.
There will be elections sooner or later and peo-
ple are rving 10 line themselves up for senior
positions,”

The events of early March do have a specific
sigmificance because the take-over of the As-
sociation's branches has been a point of con-
tention. According o the law which regulates
the Association’s activities, branches have rel-
atve autonomy from the mother Association.
They have independentlv-elected councils and
separate administrative and financial hier-
archies. Accordingly. the cowrt order. handed
down on 18 January 1996. which placed the
Association under cusiedianship, was not auto-
matically extended 1o the branches. “Only the
weak branches, like the ones in Beni Suef or
Favoum. were drawn in by the custodians.”
explained Atef El-Shahat, a lawyer at the Arab
Cenure. “The more powerful ones — and there
are about nine of them — were not so easy.”

In fact. orders for placing the Cairo and Giza
branches under custodianship were only issued
on 18 and 21 October 1997 respectively.

Lawyers, eager 10 revive the independence of
their Association, met in an an extraordinary

general assembly on 15 May 1997 and elected
a provisional commitiee, headed by Mobamed
Asfour, Although the legality of-this Com-
mittee is disputed, it initiated legal action be-
fore the Southern Giza Court and the Supreme
Administrative Court demanding that a date be
set for elections. In 3 ruling banded down in
December 1996, an Administrative Court had
called on the responsible parties Lo prepare vor-
ers’ lisls in preparation for elecoons which
would end the custodianship. But obviously
this has not been done until now.

Amin wams against stressing the Broth-
erhood vs govemment aspect of the erisis.
“The whole siwation is seen, especially
abroad. as a fight between the Jkinwan and the
governmenl.” he satd. It is important 10 create
the awareness that the present situation is pri-
marily abott the profession and the legality of
professional unions. That is why these Fact-
finding missions from abroad are very im-
portant.” The next delegation. from the Paris
Bar Association, will arrive in April.

Finally, Seif points out that in additon to all
the legal manceuvring and awareness cam-
paigns, “there has to be a movement from with-
in the ranks of the lawyers themselves calling
for the redemption of their syndicate.”
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| NOTIFICATION

 Principal Bank For
i Development &

' Agriculturat Credit
(PBDAC)

110 Kasr El Aini St,
Cairo

- PBDAC announces post-
poning the date of open-
ing the envelopes for
Tender No. 32/97/98 (in
regard to the request for
sintegrated  Bank  in-
: formation system (IBIS)-
: TURN KEY for Mechan-
Pisation of Banking and
administrative  systemns
for PBDAC, BDAC, affili-
| ated branches and vil-
.iage Banks} from 12
t noon on 1 JUNE 1898 fo
| 1 Aprit 1998.

Answers 1o the questions
! are available in Tender &
: Contracts Development
| at PBDAC
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4 Region

Tragedy in Tarqumia

The murder of three Palestinian.workers by lsragli soldiers has sparked off a week of protests, in which at least one
person has died. Khaled Amayreh reports from Jerusalem on the continuing violence in the West Bank

— —

The seemingly-deliberate murder by Is-
raeli soldiers of three Palestinian labour-
ers & the Tarqumia junction near Heb-
ron on [Q March sparked off a “mini
Intitada™ throughbut the Qceupied Ter-
ritories, Sporadic but violem clashes be-
tween stone-hurfing  Palestinian  pro-

youngsters and school pupils. huried
stones toward (rather then at or even
onto) fairly distant and fully prepared Is-
raeli soldiers, who responded with the
ofien tethal rubber-coated metal bullets,
which eventually killed 1he child Kar-
ameh and. as of Tuesday 17 March.

10 stop amacks on journalists. According
to Naum Tubasi, bead of the Palesiinian
Journalist Uaion, 54 Palestinian joamal-
ists have been moderately-to-seriously
injured by Israeli gunfire since Sep-
1ember 1996,

Elsewhere in the West Bank, thou-

- was completely fabricated,

had been fired from the Palestinian car,
ropting the soldiers to retxn fire.
%ﬂafewhmuslalﬂ,anlsmeﬁaﬂﬂ}'
spokestnan said the car was trying o run 3
over ane of the soldiers, a charge which |
nearly a hundred éyewitnesses agreed

testers and heavilv-armed  Isracli  have injured over 50 other Palestinians.  sands of mostly Islamist demonstrators ~ The Tarqumia atrocity and its after- |
soldiers erupted in Hebron. Dura. Beth-  The unrest took an ugly tum on Friday  set fire to American and Ismeli flags in  math  have ecnraged an already- ¢
lehem. Ramallah and other localities in  night 13 March, when lsmaeli seulers Nablus to protest the Tarqumia carnage. exasperated Palestinian people. First,
the West Bank. celebrating a Jewish holiday entered the  The protesters marched toward an Israeli  three day Isbourers. who never posed 2 |
At the time Al-Alrunn Weekfy went w0 PA-administered area, amacking Pal-  military position in Nablus, shopting dweat to anyone as their miain pre- |
press. violent clashes were sufl taking estinins and  vandalising property. “Gestapo! Gestapo!™ ar Israeli soldiers. occupation was to earn enough to buy |
place in Hebron and other arcas. fueled  When Palestinian cameramen sought to  The demonstrators were evenmally bread for their children, were murdered
by the death eagiy on Tuesday 17 March  video the frantc rampage. IstaeB sol-  murmed hack by PA police who used tear  in cold blood. Then., their three lsraehi |
of ll-yearvold Sumer Kammeh. Kar- diers stationed on neighbouring rooftops  gas to disperse them. killers were released afier spending |
umeh died fmm a crideal injury sus- opened fire on the joumalists, injuring In Dura, 13 miles south-west of Heb-  only 13 hours in token incerceration.
1ained when Israeli soldiers opened fire  eight. one of them. Nael Shuyokhi. se- ron. the three murdered labourers were Finally. and most grmoesomely, there -
on a group of Palestinian youngsters riously. laid to rest on- Wednesday |1 Marchina  was a public owery in Israel, not over j
who were protesting the Tarqumia camn- The ostensibly deliberate attack on the  solemn procession unprecedented in the the murder of the three Palestinian la- |
age last week. Palestinian cameramen was apparently town’s history. An eyewitness survivor bourers, but over the “unjust in- |
According to sources at the Al-Ahli  meant to intimidate Palestinian and oth- of the camage related how the Israeli carceration of the three soldiers.™ In B
Hospital in Hobron. Karameh bad beern  er journalists and to deter them from  soldiers continoed o fire on the workers  other words, the crime from the Isracli
“clinically dead™ ever since his udmis- “crossing the red lines™ — for example, even as they were screaming “we are collective viewpoint was not the butch- §
sion to hospital on Wednesday 11 filming the serlers re-enacting their own  workers, we are workers.™ Hamdan Ra- ering of the three Palestinians, but the J
March. Hospital Priacipal Dr Yousef Crysta/maciu, this time in Hebron. joub. who narrowly escaped the sol- mcarceration for 13 hours of the three | !
Al-Sharawi told the Weekfr that a rub- Protesting the shooting, more than 25  diers™ bullets, stressed that the car posed  buichers. One senior Isracli politician. § !

ber—coated mietal bullet tof a type often
inaccurmely referred to as just “rubber
bulfets™) pierced the child’s bruin. caus-
ing a massive and faeal haemonchagre.

In Hebron most of the unrest occurred
in and around the Bab El-Zawiva neigh-
bourhood and on nexrchy Shallala Street.
the so-valled “{riction line™ separaring
the PA-administered area. known as H-
I. and the Israeli-controifed Old Town,

Puiestinian journalisis and cameramen
organised a demonstration in Hebron
during whicli they carrded their cameras
on stretchers 1o dramatise the real perils
facing them while covering events in the
Occupied Territories. One sign carried
by the journalists read: “Don’t kill the
messenger,” while another said: “I'm a
journalist. don't kill me.™ The protesting
journalists then hefd a press vonference

no threat whatsoever to the life of the
soldiers. adding that they “killed in cold
blood for the sake of killing.™

The murder of the three poor apolitical
labourers has stunned Dura, Sheikh Nay-
ef Rajoub, imam of the Grand Mosque
in Dura who eulogised the three workers
before their barial, wenL on to ridicule
the Isracli account of the incident. He
asked, “What could posstbly make thoss

Transportation Minister Joshua Yah- |
lom. even went so far as to demand that
the military officer who ordered the de-
teption of the three soldiers be dis- §
missed from service. )

The effect upon the Palestinian com- |
mnity has been, predictably. to stir up
an anger and 2 bittemess of which the [
continuing riots are simply the most vis- 3
ible sign. Once again, the hope that Is-

known as H-2. where the Tbrahimi at Hebron City Hall. where they called poor workers who were returning to  raeli society might be making the transi- |- §
Mosque is locuted. Generally speaking, on their colleagues around the world to  their families provoke the heavily-armed  tion from the opsychology of war to the [ NN .. 1Y o o i
the protests followed a hit-apd-run pat-  identify with their plight and to &y te  and trigger-happy Israeli soldiersT” psychology of -peace has proved un- Israeli border policemen stand guard over Je-
tem. Palestnian  protesters. mostly  exen pressure on the Israeli government  Initially, the Israeli army said shots founded. ’ rusalem®s old city fohoicc AFP) ,
UN to hea o

Shooting (UNtohear
- LOCKerDie C
fro m t he h l p " In a new develppment in the ongoing

: Lockerbie crisis, the UN Security
Israel’s National Infrustructure Minister Ariel Sharon has long had  tle Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechal's recent offer (0 leave tween the two countries) have been strained. King Hussein had Councll will meet for the first time
the reputation of a politician who shoots from the hip. And. in the  south Lebanon in Line with UN Resolution 425. This, say the com- made it clear that full cooperation could only be restored with the tomorrow in ‘open session’ to discuss -
last week. he has fired off a couple of rounds which illuminate his  mentators, would involve Lsrael in negotiations with Syria not only  exit of Mossad’s Director, Danny Yatom. [sraeli premier Binyamin the i Rasha Saad reporls
understanding of fsriel's “pesce™ with the Arab world, about south Lebanon but also about the occupied Golon Heights. Netanyabu was reluctant 1o remove him. Following the disclosare 8 1Ssue. a Saad repo
Last Friduy. Sharon preferred a solution to Isrel's 20-vear-old oc-  Like most Israeli polidicians, Sharon sees south Lebanon as tutf that  last month thar Mossad agents bad been caught attempting to bag In light of the International Court of Justice (IC)
cupation of south Lebanon. “We are prepared to implement a pull-  is ultimately dispensabie; the Golan, however. is another matter. the home of a suspected Hizbullah activist in Switzerland, however, ruling of 27 February. which states that it has the
out in stages W hile moniwring the consequences that might ensue.” Sharon™s attempt to segregate south Lebanon from the Golan will  Yatom resigned and, on 15 March, was formally replaced as Mos- jurisdiction to settle the Lockerbic dispute. Libya
he 1old Israel’s Channel = television. have set the alarm bells ringing in Beirut and Damascus. The next  sad’s head by Ephraim Halevy. Israel’s former envoy to the Ex- has lobbied for an open session in the Security
The idea — which Sharon intends to bring before the Israsli cab-  day — and again on Channef 2 — be pulled off a simalar coup over  ropean Union. Council at which the issue can be thoroughly dis-
inet later this week — is that Ismel would withdmw from “pant™ of Amman and Gaza. This tme Sharon was discossing his role in Sharon’s comments, however, have sunk the “new relationship™ cussed. : )
south Lebanon. but without any prior arrangements with the Leb-  calming the crisis in Israel-Jordan relations caused by the Mossad™s  hefore it had got afloat. The onravelling was greeted with some iro-~ Libya's request was presented to the council
anese governmient. Should the Lebanese army maintain “quier” in  boiched attemnpt to kill Hamas leader Khaled Misha'al in Amman  ny by the Palestinian Asthority (PA), who have viewed Sharon’s in- throngh Bahrain, as the cument representative of
the evacuated territory, Israel would withdraw from another “part™  last August. 1 said [to King Hussein], you should know thnt we will  creasingly cosy relationship with Jordan with trepidation. “It is the Arab countries on the Security Council, The
and so on. Should. however. guiet not be maintained. Iscael “would  liquidate Misha’al. I can tell you that we won't do it on your soil.™  strange that Sharon should make such statements after mextings be- session has been scheduled for 20 March
hold Lebanon responsibie for any funure cross-border attacks.” The  he told viewers. . tweent Israeli and Jordanian officials in which both sides agreed to The open session will be attended by members
implication is that. in such circomstanees. Iseael would extend its  Jordan responded to Sharon’s comments with ill-disguised fury. open a so-called ‘new chapter’ in security cooperation,” PA In- of the Security Council. Libvan representarives
war bevond the current 12 per cent of Lebanese territory it occupies  On 15 March. Israel’s ambassador to Jordan, Oded Eran., was sum- - formation Minister Yassir Abed Rabbo told Voice of Palestine radio and represeqtatives of regional organisations
moned 1o the Jordanian Foreign Minisiry. “Jorilan has once again  on 16 March. Yet “despite this, Israel says it will continue with the rEa

s

Twice in the space of a week, Ariel Sharon has
moved to sabotage official Israeli diplomacy, thus
confirming his reputation as a "locse cannon”. But
when the dust setties, will the Israelis have reason
to rue his “spontaneity™? Graham Usher asks

to Lebanen as a2 whole. . N

Sharon's plan was swiftly shoi down by Tsrael's military establish-  expressed 1o Israel its wtal rejection of any attack on any of its cit-  terrorism, assassinations and hijackings that it has conducted in the f{"md’:; %n:ugrab League and the Organisation of .
ment. “Sharon's formula will return the IDF iIsmeli Defence Fore-  izens, whether inside or outside Jordan, and that it considers any past™ . In oo for the session. the seven- -
es) to Lebanon in a big wuy and will sink it deep into the mud,” said ~ such attack a violaton of its own security.” said one Jordanian of- Hamas were less ironjc. “If they [the Israelis] assassinate Mis- memberP“pcmaj mittes of the Arab Leacue which ¥
a ~senior security source™ in Yedior Aharonnt on 15 March. Other  ficjal. There are reasons for Jordan’s embarrassment. ha'al, it will cost them very dear and they will regret it for the rest of was formed to try and resolve the Lockerbie is- ﬂ

commentztors have averred that Sharon™s aim with the phased with- Since the Misha'al imbroglio, security relations between Israel  their lives,” Abdel-Aziz Al-Rantisi, Hamas political leader in Gaza, sue, whose members include Libya, Alseria, To-

drawal proposal is less 1o achieve peace with Lebanon than to scui-  and Jordan (which form the greater part of the 1994 peace treaty be-  told Reuters on 15 M;lmh. nisig. Mm‘f,lom Mauritania, Egypt and Svria, met
. - . on Sunda y b 3
E an workers in Iraq feel closer to E‘;mAbﬁe X e'h? League’s secretary-general e
] = r q 1-Megnid. w8
their hosts. But exile is never sasy, and - Talaat Hamed. spokesman for the Arab League, _. S T W
u rVIVI I I 0 e e r — a e many now feel it is too late to retum home. fold Al-Alram Weekiy that the committee had dis- L e
Khaled Dawoud writes from Baghdad hove. and reached & prhod b ﬁo‘;‘:gok",;’,ﬁ:‘; 1 - e
— — be presented during the open session tomorrow. . C e F
Most of the hundreds of Eayptians Hassan play is far from a happy mem-  ers repuring from Iraq in airplanes. poor Egyptians, paticularly those from  handed.” The committee will also coonlinate with the T - e
who gathered at the Sudanese Cultural  ory. “After the Imq-Iran War [1980 to ruwral apd soothern Egypt, without ed-  Atef Mohamed, from Menufiya five-member commitiee of the Organisation of oo : nel e
Club in downtown Baghdad to watch {o June 1990. only two months be- 1989). Iragi soldiers came back from ucation or skills. Al-Muraba’h quarter province, has also been in Irag for nine African Unity dealing with the Lockerbie issue . ) - yigd
Egypt play South Africa in the final of fore Iraqi President Saddam Hussein the battle front fo find Egypans had off Rasheed Sweet and Al-Rasafi years. He said that none of the Egyp- beforé tomotrow’s session. . 4 - . e
the African Nations Cup did not rec- invaded Kuwait. thousands of Egyp- taken most of their jobs. and, in some Square were nearly 100 per cent Egyp- tians who decided to remain in Irag In April 1992, the Security Council imposed . . e e
ognise any of the players. The only ex-  tians thronged the streets of Baghdad 1o cases. even their wives,” said Ahmed tian zones which even the Iraqi police had expected the economic embargo sanctions against Libya for refusing to hand over N e
ception was the team’s captain, Hos- celebrate Egypt’s draw against the Khallaf, an Egyptian werker. “So, re- would think twice before entering. would last so long. “Each year, we for tial ia either the US or Britain two Libyans - o
sam Hassan, whom they lust saw play- Netherlands, an event they considered lations were bad {between Iragis and ~ Now. nearly eight years after the thought the sanctions would be lifted, Suspected of bombing an American aircraft over o .:;_1:"
in the Italy 1990 World Cup. la:ln‘‘|'|::1:imm.lllu\ri::i‘.:l’rjé:d w Img;_ E:ﬁed_ ptians], and many people left,” he m are Il;:.l] _I!hS;).OOO]to m]ﬁ z:cd k\:ve would be able to get our money Lolfimh he‘ Scouandcniedd. in 19"8;)Sl;killing 271 people. - ;ﬂ
“He" older. He wasn't old in ia- iving at hi one mn no longer But it never happened.™ ] va has any involvement in the bomb- 4 e = -3
ly. seaisdggtne of the viewers, speaking  the degmnnsl.rngtlilons of joy. killed sever- - Before Iraq’s imvasion of Kuwaitand  like Egyptians: they sp);ak withan Irs- A rumour that the Egyprian Embassy ing and refuses o extradite its two nalgmnlsto ei- e i oad
in a fallahi (Egyption peasant) accent. al Egyptians. Shontly after, newspapers  the 1991 Guif War, there were an es-  gi accent, and their last memories of in Baghdad was receiving applications ther the US or Britain. al — R )
But the day when most of those sitting  in Egypt were full of reports of “flying  timated 2 million Egyptians working in  home are at Jeast 10-years-old. “We all from workers for compensation for the As a result, an air and arms embargo was im-. L
at the Sudanese club last saw Hossam  coffins,” — bodies of Egyptian work-  [raq. It was a favourite destination for amived here either in 1988, 89 or losses they sustained during the Gulf posed on Libya. Sanctions included the down- - 1 ey, .., .
_ shortly before the invasion of War inevilably meant nothing but grading of diplomatic relations and a freeze on ' ) -"' L azim, wigdy
Kuwair, aud we are al ‘.Ln ) Qur chaos. Worket;sd interviewed said they  certain Libyan assets abroad. i ~FE
, mid-thirtles,” said Girgis - were mistreated ai the Egyptian Em- an aiempt 1o solve the dispute, Tripoli, C e R
Masech, a maitre d'hOtel at what  bassy and gshed awaygygymnguards poried by Arabm and Aﬁmmcmmis.ngomwdw B S s -., '-‘:
used 1o be a “five-star™ establish-  standing at the gates, “We just wanted three alternative solutions to the crisis: wying the )
meat. to understand the rules, but nobody suspects in a neutral country. urying them before SR e,
When workers from Egypt, Su- would talk 10 us.” sai¢ Khallaf. The Scottish judges at the ICJ in The Hague, or es- : e
dan, Morocco and Yemen went embassy asked 2.500 dinars from each tablishing a special court to hear the case, These i i “
0 Iraq before 1990, one fraqi di- Egyptian io orderto fill inaform, “and ~ Options were rejecied outright by the United e wiel
ner was worth $3, and each it has been more thay six months now, States and Britain. Arab political commentators . e ek
worker was allowed to transfer and we still haven't heard anything have accused both the US and Brirain of refusing LT ’-?—qﬁ
1 Israsl abroad up to $800 a month. That about our applications,” he added. to seek a solution to the Lockerbie issue for polit- Mo o
] was 2 lot of money for most of  Afier Iraq sigmed its recent deal with ical reasons. According 1o these commentarors, ) e e
La PM dans le collimatenr. Eﬁ“ who had leﬁl poverty be- the United Nations allowing the UN the aim of the sanctions is nothing less than to oL - ﬁ_,;';ff:
life Blgtgo ryth Eoocl’lfa;sﬁr :residentialmsglecuon ot elililer Pen Libyan peaple ixto ave -ng'm . : N "*
- . 2 everythin - palaces, hopes are leader. . -
0 Gamaa ISIOHHYG :;_r the 19935 mo\;_asmn. Hm :iain anc:lmt tg:t sEnctio_ns would be mgtl: Thou% the Security Council decided op 12 Lo e :g
thousan m| Gans ntervi March o main i ; [ s . T it
Chﬂgemem&d&‘“f“ thel.rhf;r;a!wngs which they bad - thought the prescas itvation soula 1y both Libya and the W&“ﬁmﬂh& . ‘ o S
. xept in Iraqi banks. Those with 2 no more than one or ewo years. “So, about tomorrow’s meeting, whi A ’ ST
0 Economie capil Ffz.gou Imqld:na:siubcll- aregoni.lnglostny andseewhatwillh:: siep towands the total u"?;g..;’f,‘;‘gmm;fﬁ; e T s
, . 7 rs y tound | ves unable pen. In any case, we feel we have lieve that the ICJ ruli - - e - an
N Lacroissance durable est-elle possible ! o oy e t;emlﬁ ok 5 B o S A o bellee tm the ICY ruling wil foce the US ad T o e
yys price o ar collapsed. ost Egyptians interviewed felt that “The IC] judgement puts both the US apd Brit- e R,
A 0 Téléphone portable Today, the exchange rate stands  they were often portrayed back home a0 int a comer. It showgu that frorn the legat point 2 L ;._.:‘:
Privatisation iv rebondissements. ot dians oo dollar, - as criminals and drug dealers, whichis  Of viewLibyabas apointand so theresachance 1 - s
. eh hltmpped. I another reason why they are afraid of ~ that the US and Britain will reconsider their posi- - S 3
coasl:: - amnt;::n?lii I cnnnmd ot rcwrning. Olhers! sill believe that lions,” the Leagne’s Hamed said. - ' - T
= ol = ‘_ o my Yy an government e - [bl'ﬂhim Le . . ik i Y .._’
E ffg:;!lsogtmedm;mg- Ilrwould_ id r;.&fnm ngo: nﬁ;ybu i then;) kuow the two Uby;?;ﬂp?;fﬁmx Weekll::- m’g L T T e e
) ysell, g about wing tourism in-  the Security Council® 1d an of R
- r | L (L adder. - dusuy in the Sinai. the Toohka project,  scasion s tself s paci e © DO 22 0P wi e e
1 ; ) R - Khallaf, from the Nile Delia the Cairo underground. or of th He beli : ' w L o
. . ¥ . . 4 any ] . eves thar the US has recently beenton- - - _ | . e
| 01 Environnement RN city of Damanhour, tells a sim- other major changes that have taken ing down its attacks on Libya. Hé quoted Bill T el
t | P L Lot . RN g ¥ ilar srory: “1 cannot say that I place in Egypt over the last 10 years, Richardson, the US ambassador to the UN, 8s . T e
' ' MPOMMHHW i . R X am suffering in Irag. I work ina  As for relations with the Iragis. all of ~ saying thar the US e i e e S
: . L *‘ ¥ printing shop and make rea-’ those interviewed said there were no nmmmkngenger:;gf:'l:;;? mm' o }a}_ T Lo 4
! ; o 4 A ;‘;""“"F mooey. But all that I major problems right now between the Legwell agrees that the verdict of the ICFmay ~ j o - ... Aeh
] - L e o, 1} have right now is | million Iraqi  two sides. “We stood beside them be obe reason the Secarity. Council did not refuse | ‘4‘1 - T R
. ) N s : gﬁ:ﬁmgﬁm‘ Vgtiaf can T do when US bombs were rocking Bagh- to hotd the meeting, “However,” he 2 e - IR S
édacteur en Chef Président ' ey he iy cyen 0ad. We also lived (ogether trough  should not underestimate the effotts of the & T e
‘ Rédacteur € : Réd Chet ; ;:g“ihﬂ mb“make the ‘t:ﬂP to -‘Of;; ?ées}lt . years of sanctions. So, we now  gional organisations such as the Arsb Leaguz and ' R ™
( xécutif ot acteur en Che : y some clothes same, no difference betwee the Organisation of Aftican Unity.™ e .
1 E . n i rlrby nephelws and cousins. After 4n Egyptian and an Iraqi™ said Abde: .He belie\'csmtti _rcg,iona'lJ no::ygmmm o
‘ Mohamed Salmawy - Ihrahim Nafie - ! years, | cannot remrm empty-  Masesh have the bollin their cat and e begat 10 1obby L,
i ; : ! for the total lifting of sanctions agninst Libya: . - R
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Saturday, 17 January, 1948
I was sitting behind my desk, and [my son] Sarri was
next to me reading i
to this™ and began reading aloud:. .
“Fouad the Farst Academny of the Arebic Langunage held a
session and elected two new members: Mr Mo-
hamed Reda Al-Shabibi from Fraq and Mr Khail Al-Sakalini
T T
in i a; now imto 2 se-
ﬂousmahu,;ndluel-ama‘nﬂgbuof_&e_AMyofﬂn
Arabic 1 am pow one of the imeortals, let it be
known to 211! - ST . -

Tuesday, 16 March, 1948
1 do not know bow for God’s sake we are
faced with the aggression of the Jews, who are well-trained, or-
i i equipped with the most sophisticated

and preparedness negligence?
We formed adeiggﬁonandwenttothe_ [headquarters] of the
{Arab) Supreme Committes. We were received by Dr Hussein

Al-Ehaldi and Ahmed Helmi Pashz. We asked for anns. They

said: “We have no mms.” We asked for guards. They said:
“We have o ™ We said: “What shall we do then?"
said: “Arm and defend yourselves.” . - ©

We said: “We do not bave arms, and even if we buy some we
wouldmknowhow_mgtben_:.'fhisis serious: our
the Shabip block of flats, the houses of Dr Freig, the Anat-
bawis' and the Bediris’, as well as other houses, have become
msafe, and we can be attacked again at any minute. K is
duty, being members of the Supreme Committee to pro-
us with arms and mep. Where are all those trained vol-
unteers? Where is all that money being collected from Arab and
Islamic countries? Is it a matter of mach ado about nothing?”

Following that meeting a delegate from the Supreme Com-
minee in Jerusalem came to visit us and énquire into how we
were faring. He assured vs that guards had been stationed m

Sunday, 21 March, 1948 L
The Jews lamched a violent atiack on Katamon last night

suchshellingasthnwehawbﬂbeqﬂngm'ncelaﬂnigm

Last week Abou Moussa {Abdck-Qadir Al-Hosseind) visited s

anngwithsomcoel‘his:Abou_A!—Abdl]xahimAmeiah
from Soveif, the mayor of Rafar, Aboo Atta, and Kamel Esfkat.
1 seized the ity and drew their atteation to the ethics to
be followed in every war, anywhere and at all times: :

1- The wounded must be taken good careof. .-

Z-Thchnstagesmustbeweﬂ-trwed. .

3- Anybody killed must be handed back to his

4 We most follow the commandments of Abou Bakr (the first
Gﬁdedl{hﬂi;:h)mlﬂsmymimmym?ﬁm“bonm
kill a child, an old person, or 2 woman; do not bum trees, or de-
molish a gingle house; do not chase someane Who is ronming
amy;donotmnﬁlmﬂmbodiesoﬂhedﬂd;a_nd_domtggm
those who have dedicatad themselves to worshipping God.

K it were up _your 1 i
their scabbards, do not fight anybody, thefe is enough room in
the world for all.” But who would listen to me 20w oz pay any
ayention to what I think? Like Jesus, thercfore, T say: “My
kingdomisnotoflhiswoﬂd.';“

iss of bufiess goes on day and night, unabated, the like
warld wart, Whepever we 20 into oor houses, we expect
ceiling o fall oa our heads; and whenever we walk, it is al-
ways in'the shadow of a wall ar of sand-filled barrels, as we

mglwaysa&mdof?ﬂﬂghﬂbyamy.mmof_mm

i Karamon .
mouth of a volcapo. constantly beiching out fire and smoke.

They keep phoning to

We weicoms lettars and contribtions on all subjects. -
raised on this page. Material may be bdited for length -
and clarity; it should be addressed to M. Anis, .

Al-Ahram Weokdy, Galas St, Cairo; Faoc +202 578

supposed 1o hold cut -

to me, I would say: “Let your swords rest ip-

e

knowwhubarwesﬁﬂeadst.ﬂvecon-_

gratulate each other on cur safety, though we feel just as Mu-
tanabi felt when he said:

*Though I am safe now, | may not live loog, for ! walk from
death to death.”

No wonder, in such a state of affairs, that inhabitanis of Kat-
amon are consianily thinking of moving to another neighbour-
hood, or even another country. They want to run away from
this constant worry and the danger confronting them day and
gg.mmmsnmuchisﬂmmwhichom-

kes-women and children. Many people have left to the old
city, to Beit Jala, to Amman, to Cairo or wherever, Very few of -
the proprietors have remained. There is vs, the Mahfouz broth-
ers, Farid Sronji, Daoud Taleil and Youssef Abdou.

Sunday, 28 March, 1948 )
All day we have been gathering whatever news we can of the
battie m the south between a Jewish convoy and the Arabs. All
we knew at the beginning was that the Arabs attacked the con-
voy while it was on i#ts way back to Jerusalem. We also learaed-
that the Arabs erected barricades as high as walls in the way of
the convoy, and that the [British] army was unable to get to the
battlefield. We kept hearing deep shelling from afir, and we
were afraid thai the army was ing the Arabs with their
cannons. It was even said that the Jews bombed the Arabs
from acroplanes osing many tons of bombs. At nine o’clock we
switched on the radio and listened to -what it bad to say:

 *“14 Jewish men were kifled, while nearly 45 others were in-
jured. The rest ran to shelter in an empty house, but the Arabs
sumounded the place and kept firing. When the army interfered
the only thing it conld do to stop the fighting and prevent more
bloodshed was to ask the Jews to sumrender their weapons and
equipment, to walk out with their arms above their heads and
1o be searched on their way out. The Jews could not but accept,

(1948-1998) 5

records the conditions of

as they came out shaking off the dust of death. The Arabs cap-
tured 150 mortar and other guns, a ton and half of ammunition,
bombs, armoured vehicles, many light weapons as well as first
aid and medical equipment The Jews were transported to Je-
rusalem i vehicles belonging to the [British] army.™”

This battle is the biggest blow dealt so far to the Jews, and
the biggest victory achieved by the Arabs. It is worth re-
cording here that many inhabitants of the neighbouring vil-
fages participated in this battle, under the jeadership of Ib-
rahim Abou Diah from Soreif. He advised on the planting of
the mines and the erection of strong barricades; he armed
those who had no weapons; he deployed his men in every
sector; and his orders were obeyed by all, as if be were a
great general who bad mastered the art of war, with many
victorious battles to his name. What made all the peasants
from the neighbouring villages respect him and follow his
orders was the fact that he was one of them. They knew him
the same way he knew them, and they knew he was fighting
for the sake of his country and nothing else. He is the first
to be seen when death looms, and the first 10 shun the spoils
of war. He shares everything with his men, attends to their
needs, eats when they eat and gets bungry if they have noth-
ing to eat. He works and siays awake through the night with
them. He treats his men very well, thoogh he is firm ai the
same time, and will not tolerate neglizence. If he appoints
ore of his men to a nightshifl and, upon inspection, finds
that man asleep, he immediately expels him from his army
— that is, if he does not punish him severely. When it
comes to his own duty. he bas no rival. He is very young
and small in physique, but when the battle is on he is as
strong as the stropgest of lions. Despite all this, newspapers
never mention his name. as if he were the unknown soldier.
It was that linle-known young man who dictated his condi-

In these excerpts from his
diaries, Khali! Al-Sakakini

Jerusalem in March 1948, and
gathers reports of a great Arab
victory when a Jewish convoy
returning to Jerusalem was
ambushed and destroyed

life in

of dispossession
IR

“Abdef-Qadir
Al-Husseini visited us
along with some of bis
men..I seized the
opportunity and drew
their attention to the
ethics to be followed
in every war,
anywhere and at all
times: the wounded
must be taken good
care of; the hostages
must be well-treated;
an kifled must
be handed back to his
people. We must
follow the
commandments of
Abou Bakr to his army
s, on its way fto
.-# Palestine: ‘Do not idil a
child, an old person, or
a woman; do not burn
trees, or demolish a
single house; do not
chase someone who is
running awayy; do not
mutilate the bodies of
the dead; and do not
go near those who
have dedicated
themselves to
worshipping God™

tions to the British Army and whom they had to obey.

Had he been a city boy, or a member of so-and-so’s family,
they would have waxed lyrical over him, holding parties in his
honour, putting huge amounts of money at his disposal. I am
afraid that be himself will notice bow he is being treated, or
that somebody will draw his attention to it, and then we will be
divided, good forbid, into peasants versus city people. as has
happened before.

I must aiso record here that among those who did well in that
battle was Kamel Erikat Some say that it was be who led the
bartle and thar Ibrahim Abou Diah was under his command,
bt only God knows the truth. Another person who deserves
mention here is the Mayor of Rafat, Abou Aila, who oversaw
the guarding of Katamon in the absence of [brahim Abou Diah.
‘The mayor 15 highly intelligent, skillful and patriotic. In talking
to him one might mistake bim for a praduate of the highest
academy. He expresses himself in a combmation of eloquent
speech and marure opinions, and he possesses the strongest re-
solve. | wish this or that mayor were like him... I even wish a
great number of the members of the Supreme Commitiee, high-
ly educated but illiterate in comparison, could be like that man.
I bave evidence that he provides Jbrahim Abou Diah wilh mon-
ey whenever he is in need. Another man who always responds
10 the call of daty, and whose name must be recorded here is
Abou Fouad Jawdat Al-FAmd. In the moming, he works at his
shop, and in the evenings he carries his gun and spends all
night up among the ranks of the fghiers.

Khalil Al-Sakakini, writer and educationalist, fled his home in
Jerusalem on the last dav of April. 1948. He took refuge in
Cuairo, where ke died five years later and is buried. The ex-
tracts above are transiaied from his book Kaza Ana Y Donia
(That is the way I am), published posthumously in 1955.
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Turn right for India

AS THE Hindu right-wing Bharatiy a Janata Party forms India’s
New governmient. women leaders are emerging as the deciding
torce in the furure of the nation. Hindu nationalist leader Atal
Bihari Vajpavee was named prime minister of India on Sunday.
ending nearly two weeks of political hustling following
nationw ide elections that left no single party with a clear
mandaie. The 360 million citizens who voted — some 60 per
cent of the total electorate of 500 million — have produced a
Lok Sabha 1 Lower House of Parliament) so tightly halanced
that the ensuing palitical manceuvres have fumed
govemment-making info a sorcerer’s delight. Neither of the wo
big parties in contention — the Congress Party and the Hindu
nationalist Bharativa Janata Party (BJP: — has made the grade
on itz own. but both were very vlose 1o seraping over the
halfway mark with the help of standing or prospective allies,

Never hax the country seen such a knife-edge result The
situation is 30 perplexing that speculations on sability have not
even begun vet. though at the beginning of the election
viampaigzn in January this appeared to be the chief concem in
pelical, business and social circles. With India featuring in so
many peopie’s sights these dayvs as a major emerging marker
the investng world was also watching with intersst.

o n

u'es-mrned- Jjayalalitha Jay {photo: AFP}

Clinton in
Carter’s steps

Un 23 March. Uniwed Swres President Bil Clinton embarks on a
landimiark African wour. Political observers and economic analysis
from around the continent are closely monitoring the developing
business and political ties beiween the richest. most powerful na-
tion in the world and the poorest contnrent — which today hap-
pens to have one of the wortd’s fastest growing economies. Clin-
ton’s §2-day tour of Botswana. Ghana, Rwanda, Senegal. South
Africa and Uganda comes at a time when the continent is ex-
perencing unprecedented economic frowth — ar gverage of 5 per
cenl per vear.

Clinton is the first US president in 20 vears to visit African na-
tions in an official capacite. Former President Jimmy Carter was
the first. While president in 1978, Carter visited Liberia and Ni-
gena — mwo counmies nof on Clinten s list.

Canter is widely seen as a champion of the cause of de-
mocratisation. peace and reconcilistion in Africa. His Carter Cen-
Ire. based in his home state of Georgia, has since been actively in-
volved in development and conflict-resolution issues in Africa.
and he has publicly declared that Africans themselves must set
their own timetuble for democratisation and political liberalisation.
Clinton, oo, understands thar the momentem for change can only
be senerated from within the Afrcan continent. But. like Carter.
Clinton knows thai the constructive intluence and support of the
imemaional communitr is sorely needed.

Coumtries on Climon’s itnerary, Iike Ghana and Uganda, have
emerged as crucibles for rudical political and economic reform. But
even the bes performers have seriovs economic and social woes.
Uganda hus one of Africa’s fastest growing economies. but its ef-
forts ar ulleviating poverty are being hampered by a crippling debt
repayment burden. In Uganda $2 per person is being spent on health
while $17 per person goes 1o repay the cauntry’s debt burden.

Grappling with the painful etfects of sweeping econontc re-
forms. the southern Afrivan nation of Boiswana. arguably the con-
tnent’s most politically stable and longest lasting democracy. has
enjoved a buovant economy hused on diamond mining. com-
mercial beet farming and wurism for over three decades. Clinton”s
visit to Botswana is. in large pan. a tribute 1o this oasis of political
and economic stabiline in a rbulent region. Clinton’s visit w0
South Africa comes as no surprise. for it would have been in-
conveivable for the leader of the norld's self-styled pre-eminent
demovracy not to visit the continent's economic powerhouse
which alwo has one of the most vibrant civit societies in Africa,

There are few easy chotces if Africy is 1o realise its undoubted
potential. and befriending Clinton’s America is by no means one
of the caatinent’s easier choices,

Kofi Anor. chairman of Ghana's foreign relations coramintee. de-
scribed Clinton's visit as long overdue. Clinton’s African tour is a
~major shift in American policy.” Anor wold Al-Ahram Weekly.
Political liberalisation is hard enough. economic reform is an even
tougher nut to crack. But changes are under way. The frenzy of
posi-independent Africa’s large-scale projects has given way to
more measured objectives. Many of the largest projects have
proved to be white elephants, others have virtually shut down.
Both in terms of capitad requirements and expertise, foreign in-

As Bill Clinton prepares for the first official

presidential visit to Africa in 20 years, some

vestment has become a comerstone in Africa’s economic develop-
ment. Most evident are changes in the pattern and scale of in-
vestment.

Clinton’s visits to Rwanda and Uganda are perhaps a tacit ac-
Knowledgment of what Carter called “the nexus of eross-border
cthnic alliances that have evolved” in the war-tom Great Lakes re-
gion in the hean of Africa. “The US is now facing an un-
precedented leadership role, one that should be carefully con-
sidered and based on a new understanding and a more sustained
interest in the [Great Lakes] region. This role must far exceed and
be more constructive than that of the few opportunistic US cor-
porations that bave rushed into rebel-held areas in search of lu-
crative mineral deals with lictle regard for the future of [Congo].
its environment or its people.” Carter told reporters fast year.

“No place matters more in Africa than the Great Lakes,” added
US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright during her own African
tour three months ago. The Great Lakes region lies at the cross-
roads. linking northermn and southem Africa. It also shelwers the
sources of the River Nile,

Back in 1978, there were few countries on the African continent
that Carter could visit offjcially without raising evebrows in Wash-
ington and in European capitals. Francophone Africa was off-
linuits. being jealously guarded by Paris. South Africa was an inter-
national pariah state. its African majority struggling o end apart-
heid and instirute democratic reforms. Today. most of the dictators
are gone. The new leaders, even though still uncomfortable with
Wesiern-style democracy. are committed 1o democratisation and
political liberalisation.

It is in this context that Africans would like (o believe that Amer-
ican military escapades in the Africa of yesteryear are truly over. It
was not so fong ago that American wroops were propping up ruth-
less dictators like Zaire's former swongman Mobutu Sese.Seku on
the pretext of defending the region against Communism.

Washington™s ironies and poignancies do not always wash in Af-
rica. The Clinton administra-

wonder if traditional US interventionist policy is
ripe for a change, writes Gamal Nkrumah

der way? Perhaps not. for Washington is still intransigent when
it comes to questions like sanctions against Libva and Sudan
Unuil very recently, America was considered a neophyte on the
African political scene. France and other former colonial powers
with extensive interests in Africa have had their nemesis on the
continent that was once their exclusive domain. America holds
the keys to two of Africa’s main economic motors: rade and in-
vestment,

America, 100, is making promising overtures. US Congressmen
ended a tour of Africa late last year which ook them o Boiswana.,
Erirea, Ethiopia. Mauritus, Uganda and Céte d’Ivoire. The 30-
member delegation was led by Congressman Charles Rangel of
Harlem, New York. Rangel, one of America’s most prominent Af-
ricanAmerican politicians. co-authored the African Growth and
Cpportunity Bill. which is working its way through Congress and
is expected to be passed before Clinton actually atrives on African
soil. The bill is designed 1o eliminate tariffs on African textile im-
ports, 10 grant wade preferences o African exporters and to fa-
cilitate free trade agreements. joint business ventures and the de-
velopmeat of African twansport. telecommunications and
infrastructural nerworks. It is also designed to improve African na-
tions’ access 10 the US market, debt reduction and evenmally free-
trade agreements. But the bill. if passed. will be conditional on Af-
rican countries implementing good government. refmining from
human rights violations and investing in human resources. Rangel
wlid reporters.

However. Clinton confidant Vemon Jordan, one of the most
influential AfricanAmericans in Washington today, told re-
porters at an investment conference in the Ethiopian capital last
week that only countres instituting politicat and free-market ec-

onomic reforms will be eligible for -oade partnerships with.

America. Assistaat US Secretary of State for African-Affairs Su-
san Rice made similar statements stressing that preferential
trade is conditional.

don’s peculiar brand of liberal ™= gam
political comrectness does not
always go down well in a con-
tinent where nothing is quite
black and white. The humili-
ating expericace of America’s
Somali debacle. where dead
American troops were dragged
naked through the streets of
Mogadishu. is still fresh in peo-
ple’s memories. Washington's
heavy-handed backlash and ec- -
onomic embargo against Libya,
a key economic player in many
desperately poor parts of Af-
rica. is widely condemned
across the continent.

[s a tectonic shift in Amer-
ica’s policy towards Africa un-

Diana
revisited

Even Mchamed El-Fayed is
ready to admit that the crash
that killed Dodi and Diana might
have been just an accident,
writes Safa Haeri in Paris

Untl 12 March. Egyptian mliionare. Mo-
hamed El-Faved was 99.99 per cent <xnxm
that the tragic car accident on 31 August oy
which kifled both fus son Dodi wnd his gl
friend Diana. Princess of Wales. w2s the resuli
of an intemadonal conspiracy. This conspiracy
theory. popular throughout the Amab worid,
implicated the French. American and British
intelligence servives plus Israel’s Mosad in
ploning 10 prevent the Egyptian playboy from
mamving the woman who would one day be-
come the Queen Mother of one of the world's
oldest dynasties.

But after hearing Judge Herve Siephan. who
is investigating the case, expluin for ta o lung
hours w him the result of six months of in-
vestigations —— including the minute-by-
minute reconstruction of the fast two houns of
the life of the legendary couple — the vwner
of the Harrods department store in London and
the Ritz Hotel in Paris. had changeg his mind
“This [explanation] may be « possibiny.” ke
told the crowd of journalists and photog-
raphers outside the court. )

El-Fayed stuck to the conviction that the per.
suit by 2 horde of more than 30 paparuzzi of
the Mercedes 280 which was caming toe
couple at speeds of more than 230 Kilomeires
was the main cause of the accident. But e in-
vestigation kas afso concluded hat the dnver,
Henri Paui. was drunk. that be wsed wr take
anti-depressive drugs such as Prozac. that he
did not possess the special livence which
compulsory for driving that culegary of v 1n
France and that he was driving five tinnes fast-
er than the authorised speed limit.

Dressed in a chic grey suit. wearing a white
shirt and a green te. El-Faved lovked serene
and composed when he entened the tny office
of Judge Stephen in the Justice Ministury not by
a secret door, as he was supposed 16, but from
the main entrance. “In alt my life, I had nerer
seen that many photographers. I even did nw
know 1har there existed 50 many of them. Now
1 do realise what paparazzi means.” sand o
ministry guand.

“The meeting was coaclusive. It nus im-
portant that El-Faved meets the investigating
Judge and hear from him first-hand whit
caused the accident and what were the facis
and the findings so far. He is satisfjed and ha.
congratulated both the investigating judge
and the detectives. However. we would likz
1o see a new search be carried owl concerning
a white Fiat Uno,” Georges Kiejman. El-
Fayed's French lawyer, told the tablod Le
Parisien. T :

Eyewitnesses--have. seeing a white
Fiat Uno in the Alma wnnel at the time ihe
Mercedes crashed into one of the wnnel’s pil-
lars. Fragments of a red rear light belonging 1o
that kind of Italian-made car have been found
at the scene of the crash, and some suspect that
photographers may have laid an ambush there
to force the car 1o stop in order 1o Lke pic-
tures.

A former jusitice minister himself. Kigjman
said both he and his client wanted the de-
tectives to find owt what happened o the Fin
Uno. “What is confusing is that one of the 1wo
cars had been immediately repaired the mom-
ing of the accident and the other had been
scraped after the accidenr.™ he said. reiterating
that he considers the chase by photographers
as the “principal reason™ for the accident.

“This explains the speed and the itinerarv
taken by the driver.” said the lawyer. How-
ever, he acknowledged that the high level of
alcohol in the driver's blood could have also
played a role,
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For the first time in
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forced 1o intervene recendy to tone
down criticism directed by members of
the ruling National Democratic Paity
(NDP) at three new draft laws submitted
to the People’s Ascembly last week. The
first drafi law aiins at transforming the
Arab Republic of Egypt National %ele—
communications Orgmnismtion (AREN-
TO) into a joint stock company in onder -
to make it eligible for privatisation on
the stock markei. As a result, Law 153
of 1980, which is currently regulating
ARENTO’s performance, wonld be an-
'?'nllled whéleARENTOwouldbecal]ed

elecom Egypt. regulared by Law 159
of 1981. According to 'I‘ranipm Min-
ister Soliman Metwalli, the capital of
Telecom Egypt Company would amount
to the net value of ARENTO"s assets
and then be divided into nominal shares,
with the value of each ranging from
LE100 to LE1,000. Metwalli ssid the
objective of this unprecedented leg-

cent ‘of Telecom Egypt’s shares for an
estimated 1LE20 bilkion “The govern-
ment sorely needs this amoont to raise
the efficiency of telecommupication ser-
vices.in o shorten the waiting
Bist for new felepbone lines and to ex-
tend telepbone services to rurel areas
and pew industrial communities,” Met-
walli said. However, workers® repre-
septatives in the PA imsisted that privat-
ising the - strategic .- sector of
telecommunications will not only jeop-
ardise the national security of Egypt but
will lead 1o the sacking of many AREN-
TO empioyees. Metwalli, however, em-
phasised that none of ARENTO's em-
ployees will be dismissed. “They will
even get higher bepefits. As for national
security, I emphasise that the tele-
commumication sector is under the gov-
e goverament s derermine 1o Koo 1
is 1o ns
majo:itysmkei_n'!‘e!ecomﬂgypt.kma-
walli said.
The second draft law before the PA is

22 D Akram

hree controversial
bills before PA

an amendment of Law 12X of 1976 regu-
lating the performance of the Egyptian
Electricity Auathorily (EEA). EEA, ac-
cording fo the bill, will also be Irans-

. formed into a joint stock company. 1o be

privatised later on the stock market. Asa
result, eight electricity distribution com-
panies, currently affiliated to the Hold-
ing Company for Construcrion and Elec-
wicity Distribution, Wwill be transferrad to
the jurisdiction of the EEA. According
to Elecwricity Minister Maher Abaza. the
new bill is aimed at imegrating electric-
ity services and sciling a wrapche of
shares, ranging from 10 to 20 per cent of
EEA's shares on the stock market 1o
generate additional revenues necessary
for the renovation and maintenance
works of electricity distribution com-

jes. This legislative amendmeni,
Abaza said, also gives the EEA the right
to establish new joiot stock companies
apd invites businessmen to subscribe 10
them. But a number of MPs expressed
copcern that the pew bill could lead w a

Three new draft laws, recently
submitted by the govemment
to the People's Assembly,
have drawn fire from members

of the ruling National
Democratic Party. Gamal
Essam Efi-Din investigates

rise in the cost of electicity tha would
be nmaffordable 10 people with limited
imcome. MPs also charged that the new
legislative move wonld create “a state of
iension and confusion™ in labour circles
dus to the expacted negative impsat pri-
vatisation would have in the futore. io
response, Public Seclor Minister Atef
Ebeid stated that tuming ARENTO and
the EEA into joint stock companies was
part of a mew governmen: smatesy
aimed a1 turning 13 government-owpad
organisations ioto joint stock com-
papies. The objective. he said. is w ep-
grade their performance and boost their
profits. while maintaining the rights of
their employees and relieving the state
badger of their financial burden.

The third bili would creatz eguality
and transparency in the process of
awarding bidding conmacts. The bili,
which is an amendment of Law 9 of
1983, is called “The Regulation of the
Bidding Procedures Law.™ Il is aimed
primanly at updating legislation in line

with recem infernational developreents
in project implementation. The bill also
seeks o ehminate buresucralic red tape
faced by public sector agencies axd pri-
vate entreprencurs when subminting bids
and tender offers. According o its ex-
planztory note. the bill is also cimed at
giving pubiic and private contraclors
equal opportunity in implementing pro-
=, “The present syslern is  dis-
miminaton agxins the private seclor
besause goversment agencie. are al-
wavs insyucled 16 franl copimacts 1o
public fimms. regardless of Dow eificient
thes readly ars” said the note. Some
MPs arsued that the bill will leave the
loczl contracling maorke! prey to grant
forcirn multinational corporztions. Twe
MPs. Mzbmoud Ali Hassen, chairman
of ke Heusing Comminee. and busi-
nessmen Talzmt Mustafi, the com-
mires’s deputy chatman, decided fo
submit a rival bill aimed at giving pri-
vate Egvptizn firms a laroer role in un-
dertaking nationzl projects.

islative move was to privatise 20 per

Raising the
price of money

Bankers and market experts say that Law 5 of
1998. an amendment to Tax Law 157 of 1981, is
oot only vagge, but has been rushed throngh at the
wrong time. Yet this wave of crticism does not
overnirn the consensus that it was pecessary to deal
with the loophole in the taxation system that was
allowing banks and companies simultaneously to
raise their profits and lower their tax payments.
Previously. banks and companies couid bomow
substantial sums of money, in the form of deposiis

‘for the former and bank loans for the latter, and

then dedunct the interest as expenses from their tax-
able income. At the same time the fimds borrowed
could be invesied in treasory bills and bonds, the
income from which is also tax-exempt. This meant
in effect that these institntions enjoyed a double tax
exemption, borrowing money free of charge and
then placing it in tax-free investments. The new
law comrects this sitmation, by iaxing all bank and
company revenues from treasnry bills and bonds.
Minigter of Finance Mohieddin El-Gharib said

that the new law is a necessary coqrection to the
taxation system, redirecting money ihat was pre-
vionsly bemg lost to the government so thal it can
be used for investment and development projects.
But the business commumity is far from happy with
the changes.
*The amendment will definitely close a loophole
in the 1ax system, but the bad timing and the vague-
ness are cansing a lot of uncertainty,” said Mo-
hamed Ozalp, sentor general manager at Misr Inter-
" Osalp sxid hat the govemment

said that the should have giv-
the business commumity prior notice before
passing the law. so they could prepare for the con-
sequences of its implementation.

Also, Ozalp believes that the ]Jaw comes af an un-
favoorable time for a market that is already recling
from a momber of other blows. “The market bas
been stagnant for 2 long time as a result of the Lux-
or attack, the plunge in the Southeast Asian mar-
kets and the Iraqi problem.” _

“The law is also quite vague,” said Ozalp. “Any
new law shonld stipalate all the details necessary
for its implementation. but so far iis terms are un-
¢clear and nobody fully understands it,’* he said. <k
is hard o assess the likely effect of the law on bank
operations and profits.” Experts believe that banks
are more likely to suffer than companies, if only
because of the size of their investments in treasury
bills. The figures published by the Central Bank of
Egypt show that banks currently own abouat 80 per
cent of all Egyptian bills, with an annual
tax-free income of LE 1.7 billion. Now that this in-
come is taxable, banks are expected to bear tax
payments of LE700 million on their investnent.
EFG-Hermes, an Egyptisn investment banking
firm, has estimated the decline in banks’ profits
will range between 20-30 per cent.

But bankers say the banking system is already
paying a sieep, though indirect. price for the new
law. The value of bank shares dropped sharply fol-

_ lowing the amendment, as did the value of the

1 hre
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Market Report

trend

closing at 374.4. during
the week ending 12
March and gaining 3.59
points.

All market sector in-
dices fared well during
the week. Egypt Gas
transactions 2ccounted
for 10.54 per cent of the
overall market wrnover
of LE353 million. A to-
tal of LE37.2 miilion
worth of its shares
changed hands, ending at
the same opening level
of LE324,

Mohandes Insurance
Company cornered 12.81
per cent of market trans-
actions in terms of num-
ber of shares, 701,812,
traded through the week.

The Islamic Inter-
national Company for
Real Estate Investments
was the market's biggest
gainer, ending at
LE29.74 with 2 21.4 per
cen! increase. Giza and
South Catro Mills and
Bakeries suffered the
highest loss in share
prices, 9.87 per cent, to
close a1 LEAD.85.

The market is waiting
for the opening of sub-
scriptions io the Egyp-
tian Car Industries (Jack)
bonds. The LESQ million
offering is the com-
pany's first. The issued
bonds are non-
convertible, meaning
they cannol be traps-
ferred to shares, and will
be offered at 2 minimam
subscription price of one
bond for LE1.000. While
its 1997 results are un-
avajlable, Jack posted
profits of LE7.3 million
in 1996 compared 1o
LE1.4 million the pre-
vious year. The company
said that the bond aims
at increasing its pro-
duction ca l:y, cs-

ially r having ac-
:eugrled the manufacturing
rights to Mitsubishi cars.

Edited by
Ghada Ragah

Upward

continues

FOR THE second consecutive week
the capital market went upward,

Both the banking sector and the
market are struggling to come to
terms with the effects of a new
law which seeks to close off a
loophole in the tax system.
Sherine Abdel-Razek reports

banks® Global Depositony Receipts tGDRs) which
are waded on foreizm siock exchanges.

Markel experis say a recent plunge in demand for
rreasury bonds has beer another of the law’s reper-
cussions. Amr Elkadi. head of EFG-Hermes' re-
search department. pointed out that before the new
law instititional investors used W rush 10 buy reas-
ury bonds because the income from them was tax-
exempt. “Now that they have been deprived of this
advantage, the bonds will not be alractive any
more.” Elkadi said. Without the Lux exemptions,
wreasury bonds. with an annual interest rate of 8.8
per cent, are less attractive than other investments.
he added.

Elkadi believes tha: in the long run this sitation
will have to be resolved either by lowering bank in-
terest rates or by increasing the rates on treasury
bonds to bring back the instmutional investors. Oth-
erwise, Elkadi said. the cost of borrowing from the
government will implausibly, be higher than the
cost of borrowing from the banks.

E

Customs
rebates

THE CUSTOMS Authority has
recentiy aphuunced new measires o
Izeilitae the tax rebate ») stem and
o ncresre the nember of Kinds of
gonads subkect w the yvstem.

Epvpitun customs departmenis
have bepun o implement the Lax
rebate sysiem un 780 1) pes af
gonds, The nex =yvsicm imolsves the
reiendioy of cusioms duties peid on
malenzls which are esed in
manefacturing cxported products.
Each ul the 796 preaduects carries a
lixed amount of prodeiermined duty.
which will be repaid immedistely
upun eaportstion.

The Lo rebats system was
previrusly knrwn as the
“drawback™ system. Bakr Halaw,
head ol Port Said customs
deparinens. said thiat wih the
dranbazh sy stem there were
complicated procedures which the
expurter had o compicte before
receiving his money. "By
impiemenmiz the pew sysiem we
are tving io climinate <uch
procedures and so encourage
Egvpiian enpons.”

According t the financs
minist=r's Decree 665 fur 1997, 4
Joint vemesstize hos besn formed.
including repreenuives from the
Cusinms Authaniy. the minisries nf
industr. and trede. the Federation of
fndusinzes apd chambers of
cummerce. to follow vp on the
implementation of the new svstem.

Aid and
progress

US AMBASSADOR to Egypt
Daniel Kurtzer has suid tha the
expected reduction of US cconomic
assistance to Egypt will be

H congruemt with the economic

B progress attained by Egypr and with
i the Increasing conceniration on

B investment and trade between Egypl
§ and the US. Speaking st a press

conference last week, Kurtzer said
that talks between Egypl and the
US on the reduction of economic
assistance will begin in five months
and that the Egvptian government is

H currently formulating proposals for
¥ the gradual decrease in aid. He

E added that he hoped io see an

W increase in the activities of

§ American companies and

| investments in Egypt since the

¥ Egyptian government has provided
g a climate conducive to investment.
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Campaigning for terror

Over the past two weeks, Israel has given the world nothing
new: merely supplementary evidence of its intransigence and
determination fo prevent a revival of the peace process. now
teetering on the verge of total collapse. Top Israchi officials
rejected B_nu:-h suggestions for wavs to break the year-lony
deadlock in negotiations with the Palestinians. The rejection
cume ¢ven before British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook ar-
rived in the Middle East on Monday. bringing proposals that
have been fully backed by the i5-member Enropean Union.
Britain ts currenity at the head of the EU. The proposals in-
clude a “substantial and credible™ Israeli troop withdmwal
trom the West Bank. a moratorium on Israeli settlement con-
struction in the Occupied Termitories and stepped-up security
measures by the Palestinian Authority. Ismaeli officials
claimed thut the proposals favoured the Palestinians and that
Europe was not qualified to mediate in the peace pracess.

The irony of it all was that Prime Minister Binyamin Ne-
tanvahu had just refumned home from a European rour during
which he trumpeted his respect for the Oslo Avcords — a
ruly unique demonstration of his duplicity. As President
Hosni Mubarak hias repeatedly said. for Netanyvahu. words
are one thing. deeds quite another.

In another atack on Cook. Isroel objecied vehementdy to
his visit to Jebel Abu Ghneim. where a new Ismeli setle-
ment is being buili. Cook said the visit w the site was in-
tended 1o underline opposition w Israel™s  settlement-
building. It was Netanyahu's decision to start work there last
f!:.i?wh that brought the peace talks grinding 1o their present

alt.

In yet another blow 1o the peace process. Isruel publicly en-
gaged in what Forgign Minister Amr Moussa has called suate
wrmarism. {n 2 elevision intendiew last weekend. Istaeli In-
frastruciure Minister Ariel Sharon said Israel would pursue
f1+ attempts (o assassinate Khaled Alisha’al, head of the po-
lithuro of the Palestnian organisation Hamas, Israeli secret
service agents botched an atempt to kill Misha™al in Jordan
last September. triggering a serious crsis in refations with
King Hussein's government. Sharon’s threar is bound fo in-
crease Palestimian bitemess — and will almost cemainly
lead o reraliation by Hamas.
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1 was shocked when some of my colleagues
depicted the meeting President Hosni Mubarak
held with the Supreme Press Council as “a pew
assault on the freedom of the press.” Some of
them even accused me of contributing an at-
tack of my own with my recent article on the
refationship between press freedom and in-
vestment. | find this allegation most painful,
especiallv since. throughout my eatire career, |
have advocated precisely those freedoms with-
o which newspapers become no more than
organs of state propaganda, leaving citizens
prey to deception and misinformation,

When [ served as chaimman of the Press Syn-
dicate [ saw my primary function as defending
the freedom of the press with all available
means, The contention over Law 93 for 1995
was not the first batile I engaged in towards
this end. nor will it be the last,

I am more disturbed. however, by the sense
that there is an increasing tendency to interpret
recent developments regarding the Egyptian
press as an impending crisis, replete with
threats of mewspaper closures and a clamp-
down on freedom of expression. 1 cannot find
a single shred of evidence to support such
fears. Not only is President Mubarak deeply
committed to the freedom of the press, but T
also firmly believe that the Egyptian press has
only to free itself of certain flaws in order to
embark on 2 new phase of viraliry.

I is commonly believed that freedom is the
antithesis of tyranny. This is not entirely ac-
curate. The antithesis of tyranny is anarchy —
the absence of all authority, a staie in which
every individual or group retains for themn-
selves the exclusive right to act as they wish.
Societv. under these circumstances. is atom-
ised and embroiled in a perpetual state of inter-
nal warfare. Freedom. thus. is not only anti-
thetical to tyranny but also 10 anarchy. I is
contingent upon that sense of duty with which
individuals should arm themselves for the
preservaton of society.

As not M societies enjoy the same level of
development and progress. the degree of re-
sponsibility shouldered by pundits of opinion
is in direct proportion to the gravity of the

A more responsible
press is a more vital
press, argues
lbrahim Nafie

challenges particular societes face. Thus,
what may appear as the ultimate indicator of
freedom in one country may constitute a friv-
olous inversion of prionies and an in-
tellectual luxury in another. In the Third
World, where the challenges are inherently
more complex and grave. a threshald of re-
sponsibility is indispensable for the preserva-
tion of true freedom. The path to hell is for
ever paved with good intentions. Similarly,
the paths to chaos and tyranny are paved with
the disregard for imellectual responsibility.
My greatest fear is that, in our focus on free-
dom of expression, we will overlook, perhaps
out of the best intentions. the essential pre-
condition of freedom.

This responsibility is compounded for the
Egyptian journalist in light of the influence of
the Egyptan press within the greater Arab con-
text. Amidst the panoply of newspapers pub-
lished throughout the Arab world as wel] as Ar-
abic language newspapers pubiished abroad.
Egypt’s newspapers continue 1o occupy centre
stage. Our newspapers need only give voice Lo
a contentious issue and the entire Arab world
joins the ensuing debate.

For over a century an uninterrupted cham of
Egyptian writers and intellectuals have en-
gaged in intellectual. literary and political bat-
tles. Their pames have reverberated throughout
the Arab world. Nor would the Egyptian press
have been able 10 maintain its status without
the wide margin of freedom of opinion and ex-

pression enjoyed over the last two decades.

It is no coincidence that the coatents of the
Egyptian press provide essential fodder for the
newspapers of other Arab couatries, not 1o
menrion  their tclcvifion agd mdio  pro-
grammin t no longer has anything to
hide. Ong-r.heE?oI:lmry, it El: motivated by the
cerainty that only by exposing its problems
will it be able o achieve growth and prosper-
1ty.
tyl-lc:nwevtu'. we must admit that the Egyptian
press is in peril if we do not confront the threat
fo it with the necessary codrage and resolve.
And this rime the threat does oot emenate from
antagonists o the freedom of the press, but
rather from those who blur the boundary be-
tween freedom and anarchy. who believe that
freedom of opinion absolves them of all re-
sponsibility. They make the freedom of the
press their byword for the purseit of sensa-
tonalism. scandal, slander and religious in-
tolerance. Such yellow journalism is entirely
inappropriate in a country that still has critical
priorities, among which are the maintenance of
national unity, the fight against poverty and the
pursuit of econoniic and social development,
particularly at a time of such brutal competi-
tion in the international marketplace.

As the scope of freedom of expression in-
creased over the past years, sensationalism in
the press has become rampant. In its imitial
phase, this style of journalism was viewed in a
positive light. It provided a forum for a rew

Water shortage m

A conference held today in Paris on worldwide water shortage could prove to be funda-
mental for the future of the Middle East. Mohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses the issue

An international conference on the theme of
Water and Sustainable Development convenes
today at UNESCO headquarters in Paris. in re-
sponse to the invitation extended by French
President Jacques Chirac in his address to the
Second Earth Summit held in New York last
June. The summit failed to make significant
headway on many of the issues on its agenda,
particularly on how to protect the biodiversity
that is so vital for the survival of the human spe-
cies. Because of the urgency of the deteriorating
water situation worldwide. Chirac’s initiative
was widely welcomed.

‘Warning that human consumption of drinking
water doubles every twenty years. Chirac paint-
ed a frightening picture of the steady depletion
of this vital resource. In the year 2000 the water
available for consumption in Africa will be one
fourth of what it was in 1950: in Asia and Latin

Today's UNESCO conference was preceded
last month by a preparatory meeting, also in
Paris, of experts who laid down 2 number of
guidelines for the conference, such as m-
tonalising and optimising the use of available
water resources. developing sustained systems
for monitoring water resources and use, mobil-
ising new financial resources from both the pub-
lic and private sectors, vocational training, and.
last bur not least, the pricing of water.

While pricing water might be compatible with
the policies of GATT, it would certainly be det-
rimental to the poor countries of the South. Of
course, these countries could invoke their sove-
reign prerogatives to refuse implementing such
a policy. Bur as water becomes ever more
scarce, it will inevitably be subject to the law of
supply and dernand and even the countries most
resistant to the idea may evenmally find them-
selves forced to comply.

It is sigmificant that the rich countries oppose
the principle of pricing when it is they who will
have to foot the bill. while enthusiastically en-
dorsing it when most of the borden will be
bome by the poor countrics. It is now rec-
ognised thar the funure survival of the buman
race will depend to a large extent on its ability

The Preca This Week

to build up gene banks of alemartive swains o
such crops as wheat and maize, which are grad-
ually being devitalised through over-farming.
Most of these gene banks are derived from the
wide diversity of plants in tropical countries
with poor populations whose main source of
sustenance is such crops. If gene banks are to
be preserved for the future of the human race,
the rich counuies have every interest in dis-
couraging the depletion of crops now often
consumed as food.' However. this woald entail
subsidising the populations in one form or an-
other, that is, pricing biodiversity, a cost no rich
country is ready to assume, despite their cheer-
fal readiness to consider pricing water.

The commodification of water is the in-
evitable consequence of water scarcity, and
can only be avoided if potable water becomes
abundan:. But this would require more than
just rationalising its use. It would require, in
fact, nothing less than the creation of mew
sources of water, whether by conventional or
non-conveniional means: to begin with, by
making the cost of desalinating sea water ec-
onomically viable. This should not be im-
possible at a time Man is accomplishing such
remarkable feats as placing Pathfinder on
Mars and cloning mammals, The trans-
natiopal pooling of scientific resources and
findings is now an accepled practice in do-
mains touching oo the well-being of humans.
such as AIDS and cancer research. No one
can dispute the importance of water for the
very survival of the human race. After the
starling accomplishmenis of genetic en-
gineering, the time has come for what can be
described as ‘ecological engineering” aimed
at subordinating the features of geography to
the needs of man, with a view t0o making
desens obsolete before the end of the 21st
ceatury.

The only countries which have been success-
ful so far in desalinating sea water are the oil-
rich Arab Gulf states, whose wealth allows
them to resort to expensive present-day tech-
nology in this field (approximately one dollar
to desalinate one cubic metre of sea water). For

Reviewing press ethics

this practice to be generalised. the cost should
go down substantally, which might require
adopting wholly new technological approaches
to the problem than the ones now applied.

To give one example, it has recently been dis-
covered that the strange weather patterns col-
lectively ascribed to El Niiio are, to some ex-
tent, the result of man-made ecological
disorders which have got out of control. An area

of the Pacific, larger thin the United States, has -

been overheated. thus intensifying evaporation
and obstructing the normal direction of winds.
The consequence has been diluvian rains on
coastal areas that previously suffered from de-
sertification and vice-versa, i.e., shortage of wa-
ter in places which previously enjoyed heavy
rain. Can science restore human control over
this man-made disorder now adversely affecting
humankind?

Egypt is well placed to host a research centre
for the desalination of sea water and the de-
velopment of other non-conventional means to
overcome water scarcity. On the one band, 1t
could put together an endowment that would
pool Arab financial potentialities in tis field
along the lines of Jean Monnet's European pro-
ject of Coal and Steel. A substantial reduction
in the cost of potable water, which is now ex-
orbitant throughout the oil-rich Guolf area,
would be beneficial to all concerned. On the
other hand, Egypt could convince France, the
initiator of the conference on scarciry of water,
to play a key role in mobilising worldwide sci-
entific and techaclogical know-how in the field.
This counld be an ocutstanding achievement in the
year France iesx:::l':umg- @E;r::-ce;tenmal of

'S ition to makin,

the backbone of the anniversary :n emang-
cipatory act of this magnitude, France would
dissipate apprehensions among members of the
Egyptian intelligentsia that the celebrations car-
ry neo-colonjalist connotations.
. All pariies are bound to win from such a pro-
Ject, but what might prove to be its most striking
effect is the impact it could have on the peace
process in the Middle East — an issue to be ad-
dressed in the next article in this series.
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Al-Shaab: “Has the American threat to intervene in
Egypt's affairs in defence of Copis reached such levels
that it should clase down one newspaper and possibly a
magazine? Will this help the press to carry out its role in
exposing corruption? Will this reassure journalists or
will it turn into terror? If the influence of the busioess-
men is so great, will this lead to condoning the be-
haviour of some businessmen who are mentioned in the
statament accasing Coptic businessmen which was pub-
lished in Al-Destour and Rose El-Youssef T

(Gamal Asaad, 13 March)

Al-Wafd: “There is nothing wrong about the press these
days. It is strong and corries out itz duty to guide and crit-
icise — without 2 censor. As for press freedom, & has its
champiops who know its value and how to defend it
Those who Fought against the press assassination law of
1995 are still alive and are prepared to do battle once again
if the freedom of the press is threatened. But they would
not be prepared to fight for the freedom of the yellow
press. Yes, we will fight for freedom. democracy. justice
and human rights but not in ovder to raise yellow flags dot-
ted with pieces of women's underwear!™

{Geanal Badawi, 12 March)

Al-Gomhuria: “Whenever governments seek 10 curb
press freedom. the inevitable happens: buman rights or-
ganisations the world over rally in protest, Congressional
committees fume with rage and the new world order is
aghast. All this generaies fear that these governments want
to rewrn to the days of closed-door economic policies, na-
tionalisation, sequestration, detention camps, when cor-
ruption was abetied and centres of power fostered. Worse,
the relevant Congressional aid commities threatens o re-
view its economic and military aid so that investars will
shy away. tounists will vanish, political and social tension
will increase and terrorism will rear its ugly head.”

(Satah Fissa, {2 March)

Al-Ahali: “Probably the most important point in the
statement issuzd by the heads of political parties on the
freedom of the press is the suggestion that the press
syndicate should call for a national conference to de-
fend press freedom and uphbold the ethics of the pro-
fession. This would be atended by joumalists, repre-
sentatives of polical parties, the Shura Couacil. the
Supreme Press Council, lecturers at information and
press faculties and famous writers, as well as wade u-
lons since an attack on public freedom is not confined
to the freedom of the press.”

(Farida El-Nagash, I March)

Al-Ahram: “After President Mubarak™s directives to
the Supreme Press Council to take the necessary meas-
ures to free the Egyptian press of deviations and protect
iLaganst a rew mafia, it would be indeed a shame if the
state did not support the council in ils quest to protect
democracy and freedom of the press and uphold its
name in the Arab region.”
{Dr Abdel-A5m Ramadan, 14 March)

Al-Mussawar: “We are in dire need of a serious
review of press ethics in order to entrench the tradi-
tions of the profession and protect it against neg-
ative trends. This is the role of the Press Syndicate
which grants licences to journalists and can take pu-
milive measures. when peeded, if the syndicate's
prime responsibility is the protection of freedom of
the press. Its other responsibility. no less important,
is to uphold the ethics of the profession and protect
it from barmful practices which may tamish the im-
age of the press. In this, public opinion stands with
the syrdicate in opposing the incorrect practices of
some in the press.”

{Makram Mohamed Ahmed, 13 March)

Compiled by Galal Nassar

generation of journalists. for new and origial
modes of journalistic expression, mnd foe a_fnr-
um of political opposition exsential 0 a crm-
ocratic system. As it developed, however, he
trend proved very disappointing. The Emptian
readership could no longer find anwen @
their most urgent queslions of comsniULWS
contributfans to national issbes.

it may be arvued that ultimate]y those R2ws-
papers that abide by professional ethical codss
of conduct survive. while the yellow press dies
a slow death as a form of enterainment for
commuters. Still. for a country such as Exvpr,
it is 2 shame to see potential journal:stic taient
g0 to waste when it could be engagsd in iwsues
of a more compeifing nature confroatns our
pation. Moreover, it is dismrbing 1o con-
template the consequences of the confusion en-
gendered by sensaionalism and  mis-
information during such a delicure phase of
transition. [ am icularly alarmed by the
spectre of the loss of the credibility of the
Egyptian press and the effect that this will
have on its inteliectual and moral status in the
Arab world.

Once again. however, | must stress tha we
should not tum a blind eye 1o corruption. T ap-
peal only for the simplest conditions of re-
sponsible journalism: careful checking of
facts, a rejection of mudstinging. a respect far
the right of individuals before the courts to be
presumed innocent and cther such integral eth-
teal considerations.

The aim of our efforts m the Supreme Press
Council and the Press Syndicate is no mogze
than to bring Egvptian jommalism back om
track. in accordance with existing laws that
for one reason or eaaréom:r. lmhze not been :;:-
forced rly, leading 1o the rupmure in the
bond be}'r\\?g:n freedorn and responsibility. The
Egyptian press is not in a crisis. as some have
claimed. Freedom of opinion and expression 5
not in péril. What has happened is that the in-
stintions responsible for the conduct of the
press have begun to engage in the exercise of
their duties. a process which [ am convinced
will contribute 1o a more vital and cnealive na-

tional press.

Faithful lives
By Naguib Mahfouz

Religion is an imtrinsic,
inhereat part of Egyp-
_tizns’ lives. Since ali the
characters in my novels
are ordinary Egyptians.
they reflect this religious
sense. For my characters,
as for people in this country, faith is verv
present in daily life, whether through the
call to prayer or through the manv edi-
fices constructed to the greater glory of
God which line the streets on which they
live. It is difficult pot to think about eter-
nity when one is surrounded on ail sides
by buildings-erected to proctaim the pie-
ty of Egypt’s rulers, or to do good ia
preparation for the afierlife,

By religion, T do not mean the beliefs
that give rise to violent political move-
ments. These movements see violence as
a means 10 achieve the ends they seek —
specifically, access to political power. L,
on the other hand, perceive religion as a
noble and sublime faith which leads men
to virie, and guides them 10 moral be-
haviour, not a system of belief which
prompts them to commit acts of violence
and shed the blood of innocent people.
Religion is a driving force in advance-
ment and pro since, in essence, it is
the belief in God Almighty, the Creator,
and exhorts humans o enter into direct
communion with Him, Human beings
draw from God the help they need 1o go
on living, bearing the sufferings and wrib-
ulations it inflicts and overcoming the
many obstacles that arise on the path
from the cradle 1o the grave,

One of the characters in my wilogy,
who diligently sought the essence of re-
ligion, is called “Kamal™ (perfection).
But aow 1 cannot tell whether the name
was a way of labelling his pursuit of sub-
lime truth or not. Some of the words a
Wwhter puts on paper may be the results
of unconscious impulses, rather than the
products of conscious deliberation

b
. - r

Based on an interview by Mohamed Sal-

P 3

|
!
|

T

WEPEEE PRGN L E

’ gt . . |. .I . " ° . . N . N . ' . -
. e ar PR T T hew R w n i o Lo Coa P f
t*. o A AL o R R RN S o R I A Y TR T

]

Moo bt MG L

ETETE o R N

- e

UL S B MY

e L



1% - 25 March 1998

y Close ug

Salama A. Salama

o only
g sympathy

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Amr Moussa cl;r:gnmm P

calm the fhury of false ex- .

pecmﬁnnsp!nmptedbykob.
n Cook’s visit ta the region.
v Cook bronght an “Tnitiative”
- for peace in the Middle East,
S Yet_ Arafal has beep as-
I cess is “at death’s door™.
*% . Moussa explained that the

- British foreign minister is

) only suggesting certain “ide-
Lo ?s".vivl_nch ;memm
srae] into ing its pol-
: icies. All the same. 'we

C thank him for his symparthy.
Before his arrival in the

Middle East, Cook made a

number of lengthy state-

ot ments  the press, including
- one to Al-Akram. He
touched upon the sugges-
tions and policies relevant to
Britain’s opinion of Israel
and Palestinian actions. He

T ready to throw its weight be-
- hind them, in a bid fo get the
peace process rolling again.
He made no mention, how-
ever, of the tactics he could
employ 1o persuade Israed to
change its aggressive pol-
icies or to comply with pre-
vious commilments con-
cerning withdrawal, the
freeze on the construction of

new settlements, safe pas- |,

sage from Gaza to the West

Bank. or the building of the:

airport — or, for that matter,

—_— with any of the commit-
' menis elaborately enshrined

in the Oslo Accords, which

Arafat sill camies in his’

WoaRfeyr pocket
e Cook, on his appointment
- 1 to office a few months ago,
- recommended -the adoption
'@@ of a “moral foreign policy™.
roo- He may not recall, as be seis
% foot on the soil of Jemsalem,
v that it was a compatriot of

his, a certain Balfour, who
had promised to create 2
“fiomeland in Palestine for
the Jews”, back in 1917..
tragedy of the displacement
of the Palestinian people,
carried out in order to ap-
pease world Zionism. -But
Britain, having sowed bostil-
ity and contention 2t the be-

ginning of the century, po |-

longer possesses the means
to implement its own policy, .
despite §is position today at
the head of the European
Union, an alliance alwaysin-
terested in observing ail the
events taking place n the re-
gion, but never to the point
of becoming involved or tak-

ing a stance that conld anger- |.

Israel, let alone one that

as sei out in relevant UN res-
olutions.

For Arah capitals, it has
become repetitious, Dot to
say boring: every six months
or so, a Buropean dignitary
from the state which hap-
pens to be chairing the EU
for that particular term
comes to visi. From repre-
sentatives " of the smallest
Wmm' ives fmelﬁx’gug

tarives o

— France, Britain and Ger-
many — all have come
bearing fresh "hopes and
promises that the peace pro-
cess will be reactivated im-
minently. None have anmy-
thing comcrete L0 pIOpOse.
The solution to the Middie
East problem is in the hands
of the US alone. In other
words, Europe™s mle is
merely to rubber-stamp
Washington's decisions. _

Mr Cook is no exception
to this rule, Tt was this fact
trat drove Netanyahu to in-
form the Europeans that they
bave lile undersianding of
the Middle East crisis,
whereas the Americans are

\

g

. masters a1 the game. Re-
WFT g vealiogly, Washingion bus
W yet to table a single sugges-
< tion or pew idea on how to
27 ,L" revive the peace process m
§ the Middle East.
The only advenrure Robin
Sk Cook could encounter dor-
4 ing his toar of the regin 15
¥ on his visit to the new Jew-

ish settlement in Jebel Abu
Ghoeim in the company of
Faisal Al-Husseini, since
Britain objects to the con-
struction of seftlements m
Jerysalem. The lsraelis are
against such a visit, but they
are 0 loleraic it
since it is Targely symbol::
More importantly, It 15 -
consequential, particularly
in the wake of the espionage
operation in Logdon,
failed attempt [0 assassmate

P
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Khaled Mesha'al im Jordan, |

deed. a propitious tme for
Israet. . :
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Soapbor

The central issue in the current debate on freedom of the
press is how 1o strike a balance hetw een individual and col-
Jective freedoms.

When Presideni Hosni Mubarak met with the Supreme
Press Council, he reaffirmed the importance of upholding
the freedom of the press so that it can Fullv and effectively
perform its political and social functions. He specifically
urged members of the press to expase corruption. criticise
: the government and expose social ills. In pursuing these
2ims. the press should cnjoy complere freedom. as long as
the information it provides is wrue. As for freedom of opin-
ion, President Mubarak smessed. it should be unrestricted.

Freedom, however, requires a degree of maturity. In
democratic countries. newspapers and journalists are
held accountable if they deliberately publish false in-
formation. Clear lines are drawn between criticism and
?la.r:luder. and defamation or inciting to racial hatred is il-
epal.

Rather than secking o narrow the scope of preas freedoms
in Egvpt, therefore, the current dialogue aims to preserve
and protect these freedoms. Journalisis must double-check
their information before articles gn to press. I some journal-
ists wmsgress the codes of their prolfession.
they should be compelled 10 apologise and ey
correct their claims. This is the meaning of 7™
the freedom we smive for and seck 10 pro- .- ]
tect: freedom of the press. with guarantees A=Y
for the individual. It is a balance that can- S

not be impused by government measures., -
The responsibility for siriking this halance
should rest squarely in tbe hands of the b
Press Council and the Press Syndicate. teo

Full freedom, complete truth

b ——

This week's Soapbox speaker is the chuiir-
man of Dar Al-Maaref publishing house Ragab
and editor-in-chief of October magazine.

El-Banna

“Out of the battlefield, into

the battle

- This chapter of the Iraq confiict may have been closed, but the book is far from done. Amin Hewedy examines options for war and peace

Protagonists- and observers alike heaved 2 sigh of in-
tense relief when Kofi Annan signed the memorandmm

when Securdty bykx!uﬁm 1154 passed vman-
imously, mhampered- now costomary 1S veto.
Exercising this sight to veto resolutions unilaterally
seems 10 have become one of the basic props of US pol-
icy in the implementation of its hegemonic agpirarions.
Politically, Washington imposes selective intemational
legality by slamming Security Council resolutions. Mil-
itasily, it mobilises its air, naval and land forces in crisis

Usmmg?dfo;u;sesonlytqnmnﬂiclts&whichlhmen
its interests jectives, following the principle that
these threats mnst be dealt’ with before they get “ont of
control”. The vse of force is the most important aspect
of this srmtegy. For instance, the US avojded inter-
vening directly in any of Africa’s bloody conflicts, be-
canse these crisés can be by proxy — by re-

managed
- mote.controll The US finds i safer to mansge the crisis
"from a distance, having Jearned its Iesson in Somalia

The .same principle was applied after Desert Storm.

The US forces assembled nearby looked on impassively.
althongh the Gulf countries had welcomed US soldiers
and were storing US military equipraent, and despite the
fact that these islands belonged to one of the UJS"s Arab
allies. Patterns of alliance and enmity comt lintle in the
US world view, Oaly US interests count

The US has found it difficnit to swellow Security
Comneil Resolation 1154, The caise of its dis-
satisfaction Hes not only in the way m which the matter
was setiled, mnder pressure from a number of countries,

" mor even in the reaction of the Arah or American public.

The US was fmstraied becanse it could not camy out a
military sitack on Irag on the scale it desired. -

Tn this climate, we oust admit that Resolution 1154 -

does not miean the crisis has been defosed. The explo-
sion is likely 1o happen at any time. But several ques-
tions need w0 be answered before we are able 1o de-
termine the factors that will wigger it. Who, for instance,
will give the-green light for US abd British arsenals in
the Guif region to start bombing Iraq? What can prompt
the “allied forces™ to cross the red lines dafined by Res-
olution 11547 :

No agreemeni on the first question was reached

among the members of the Security Conncil. Debates
took place. The words seemed rhetorical, but in fact
they were precise, extremely imporiant when placed in
context. and clearly indicative of the protagonists’ in-
tentions. If the [raqi regime did not comply with the Se-
curity Council resolution, the members wondered,
should it face “severe™. “very severe” or “the severest™
consequences? The Council opted for the Jast expres-
sion. But what does it really mean? According io the
US. the term impiies that it has acquired the amthority i
use force against Iraq. Britatn backs this interprezation,
since “the severest consequences™ can inclode the use
of military force — the most drastic way of ensuring
compliance. The other permanent members of the Se-
curity Council disagreed with this interpretation. The
US oliimately agreed to consult with the other perma-
pent members before anacking Iraq. This, again, was
viewed as a concession — a sign of weakness., Yet it
was enveloped in ambiguity to achieve detemrence

doubt. This concession, furthermore, was mere-
Iy verbal. US troops are still in place, ready for action.
This means that the crisis has not yet been defused. Am-

‘biguity served 1w conceal Clinton’s apparent defear

Again. does this interpretation seem probable? .
Perhaps the second question will shed more light on

" this issue. We may compare Resolution 1154 with Res-

olution 242, which, after more than 30 years, still rgwes
rise to dehate as to its exact meaning. In the case of Res-
olndon 242, the ambiguity resides in the difference be-
tween the English and French versions. Thus, in Eng-
fish, no definite article precedes the reference 1o
“occupied temritories™; In French, the phrasing implies

_that the resolution applies to all the temitories occupied

by Israel. The porsuit of politics withont foree thus ren-
ders the destinies of eptire nations dependent on a few
letters of the

Secarity Council Resolution 1154, based on the mem-
orandum of mnderstanding between Kofi Annan and
Saddam Hussein, marked the end of a phase in which
the crisis had tectered at the edge of an abyss. One step
forward on either side would have triggered a military
conflagration. The resolution. therefore, may have de-
fused the crisis, but implementing the resolurion fiself is
another story entirely. The US is stll capable of de-
livering the first strike whenever and however it choos-
es, because the other parly facks the power of de-

terrence and the capabiliry of inflicting realiatory meas-
ures. Moreover, the US does not respect intemational
legality. It has already threatened o take action by it-
self, if and when it deems fiL

The fact that the process of searching Jor Iraq’s weap-
ons of mass destruction has taken seven years suggests
that politics, rather than technical maners, are at 1ssue
here. For the sake of comparison. we could cite the
Lockerbie case, which led to the imposition of sanctions
on Libya for the purpose of achieving cenatn objectives
other than those declared.

Richard Bmler, the head of the UN weapons in-
spection ieam. commenced his work by failing to re-
spect the newrality which he should have observed. He
further aggravated matters by alleging that Iraq could
wipe out a city like Tel Aviv with the weapons of mass
destruction it is concealing. Under his command, there
were and still are inspectors who have cobntroversial
records.

To aggravaie the situation, the inspections were being
carried out withown a defined ome limit. Thus, there
seemed 10 be no light at the end of the nmnel. Article 20
of Resohnion 687 stipulates that sancrions will be lified
when Irag is declared free of weapons of mass de-
stroction and the inspections are completed. Article 7 of
the memorandum of understanding also holds ot a
vague hope that the sanctions will ultimately be lified.
The group formed pursuant to tis memerandum com-
prises members of the UNSCOM 1eam, representatives
of the Interpational Atomic Energy Awhority, and some
diplomars. This means that American and Britsh dip-
lomats have been excluded, since diplomatic relations
are severed between lrag and both the US and Britain.
This new team, however. had to wait two weeks before
beginning work. Since this would be sufficient time for
Iraq to conceal any documents or materials concerning
prohibited weapons inside the eight presidential sites,
the object of forming that 1cam seems to have been o
confirm the UN's right to enter any site which is to be
searched, rather than to ensure compliance with tech-
mical procedures. Richard Builer has demanded that this
team’s reports be submined o him before being passed
on to the relevant authorities.

Moreover, the UN secretary-general has appointed a
personal represcntative in Baghdad, who is supposed 1o
act on his behalf. but who holds no authority over the

inspection teams. His role will be limited to liaising with
the Iraqi leadership and the UN secretariat. He will not
infervene to reselve any problems relaling two the in-
spections or the iroplementation of the oil-for-food degl.

In this perspective, the situation is escalating once
more. albeit in subile. gradual ways. Matters were ag-
gravated, for example, when the Russian ambassador 1o
the UN asked that a Russian assistamt to Richard Butler
be appointed. Bill Richardson hastened o rule out that
proposal. Kofi Annan delayed discussing this proposal;
after meeting President Clinton. Annan stated, “there is
no need for the proposed appotniment™.

Therefore, where are the red lines, and who controls
them? These points remain ambiguous. More forces are
being shipped to the Gulf: the US administration re-
mains angry and ready to strike. At the same L. it re-
fuses to pay its back dues to the UN, and continues to
dominate the internartional organisation by using its right
of veto irrationally and arbitrarily.

While the two questions posed above seem to have no
clear answers, therefore, in the final analysis the US will
give the po-ahead, and will impose its own restrictions.
This means that three strategies are possible: an attempt
may be made to implement political ohjectives through
pressure. This scenario, however, cannot be tested until
Irag remams to the intemational fold. Furthermore, such
a defusing of the situation requires that the Palestinian-
Isrzaeli conflict be resolved.

A second possibility is for the US to anack Iraq in a
few weeks, 1 is impossible 1o maintain such a high-level
military presence for a long period. The US’s real ob-
jective, of course, is not only to destray lraq’s weapons,
but also 1o destroy Iraq's polential aliogether,

A third possibility is an attack afier the {inal reports
have been submitied. This option may necessitate a tem-
porary redeployment of forces, and the improvement of
relations with Iran,

The Arabs must be prepared for all these possibililies.
However daunting US military force may seem, and
however pre-determined we may fecl the ontcome of
this conflict to be, the fact remains that the Arabs must
exercise their own political will. to protect their own
specific interests.

The writer is a former minister of defence and former
chief of General Intelligence.

'~ Could Europe produce Middle East peace?

‘This week, the EU announced its blan for peace. John Whitbeck discusses the steps it can take to make real changes in the region

It is widely assumed that, with its UN Security Coup-
cil veto and iis str _llsloneﬂﬂx;so-canedhdidd]e
East ", the 1Jnited Stales can continue
Ea peacn ooy’ e Unied Staes cn concione
that the rest of the wordd is powerless. Tnder-
standably. this produces a sense of hopclessness and
despair. The rest of the world, however, is pot pow-
erless. All that is lacking is political will and the con-

to pay more than lip service to imernational law.
mﬁ:ewss. when Britain, France and-lsrael, three of
America’s closest friends, invaded Egypt, President
Eiseohower demanded their immediate withdrawal,
threatening sawctions. At least then, it was not a
question of who was doing it to whom., as it has been
more recently, when Irag invaded Iran, Ismael invades

" Lebanon or Torkey invades Irag. At least then, there
were fundamental principles of mternational law- and -

conduct which had to be respected. .

In 1967, Tsrael conquered and occupied portions -of
the temitory of all of its neighbours except. Lebanon
(an oimission which it has since rectified), America
cheered and the Jong, downhill slide in America’s re-
spect for international law began. Repeatedly over
the past three decades, the United States has found it-
self on, the short end of 14-1 volcs in the Security
Counncil and 160-2 votes in the General Assembly,

standing alope in support of behaviour which the rest -

of the world recognises as constitnting gross and on-
equivocal violations.of the Geneva conventions and
internationdl law generally. L
 While most ‘Americans may Not notics or caye.
those who make American government policy can, at
the psychological and intellectoal level. bave only
two possible reactions to- America’s choice to. con-
sistently oppose the rest of humanity on fimdamental
issues of international law and buman rights. First,
they can accepi that America has become au “outlaw™
gtate — or, perliaps, a “rogue™ state, to use the splen-
didly subjective epiﬂ:et'wﬁgh America pow pins on
those couniries it doesn’t like, Second, they can tell
themselves thar international Jaw is simply not o be

the'|” .maken serionsly in the feal world, at Teast by those suf-

ficiently powerful to-ignore it. The second altemnative
"maust be.the. psychologically more.acceptable one. In
any eveat. it is the one which seems fo have been
.% lg'ms' 't et - was .: ._s N- ,,s
harbours {and ignoring the Invenational Court oF Jus-

tice's condemmation of it for deing so), bombing Lib-
yan cities and invading Grenada and Panama for rea-
sons so fHmsy that it 1s difficult today 1 remember
what they were. When the US Congress passed a law
requiring the closing of the Palestinian Mission 1o the
UN in New York, in flagranmt violation of the UN
Headquarters Agreement, the legal adviser 1o the
State t even produced a legal opinion
the effect that sobsequemt US domestic legislation
takes precedence over prior ratified treaties — which
is a very subtle nuance away from telling the rest of
the world that the United states does not consider it-
self bound by the treaties to which it is a party.

The ongoing refusal of the United States to pay the
massive arrears in its UN dues and assessments,
which constitute a legally binding treaty oblipation
toward 184 other countries, is consistent with the let-
ter and spirit of this Jegal opinion and reflects a con-
tempt for international law 50 broadly absorbed into
the American world view that it barely elicits com-
ment in the United Siales. In the same spirit, the
Climton - administration has been wying (un-
successfully) to obtain the cancelation of 50 years of
UN resolutions on Palestinian rights and Middle East
peace, on the groimds that, with Isreelis and Pal-
estinians now talking to each other, international law
is no longer relevant or helpful. Put simply, might
makes right.

Europeans, on the other hand, still tend to view In-

" ternational law as having an important role (o play in

meking the world a better place. When they join the
rest of the world in opposing Israel and the United
States ar the United Nations, it is not because they
dislike Israelis and Americans (quite the contmary),
but becaunse they believe it 1s i to affirm and
support-basic principles of international Jaw and hu-
man tights, and to take a clear position for right
against wrong and fur;usu:cagnst injustice.

Yer, at least antil now, they bave seen their role as
S A T )
spit in their as. , the Eu-

trn the other cheek, ing on the next
oceasion 10 steadfastly affirm what international law
requires — and 10 be rebuffed vet agam. It is a pro-
cess wiich ultimately diminishes respect for the very
principles of imernational law which the Europeans
seek to affirm. '

Europe's pioblem is Dot powerlessness. It carries
on substantizlly more trade with Israel than does the

United States. and Israel's panticipation in European
events as diverse as the European soccer champion-
ships and the annual Enrovision song contest pro-
vides significam psychological comfort 0 Israclis
who still feel isolated in their geographical region
Europe’s problem is polidcal will, bw, in the pew
post-Cold War world. European subservience to
American dictates should no Jonger be viewed as a
infirmity.

American Middle East policy, like American for-
eign policy generally, is a function of American do-
mestic politics and bears no relationship to American
“national interests”™, 10 the extent that, aside from
avoiding nuclear annihilation, American “national in-
terests™ (as opposed to the paricular interests of par-
ticolar American special interest groups) can bardly
even be said 10 exist. American politicians, like most
human beings. arc motivated principally by the desire
o remain emploved. which requires for is at least
perceived as requiring) not offending any rich and
powerful special interest group. While not actively
hostile toward Middle East peace, American pol-
iticians. from President Clinton on down, rank it in

- priority well below their personal job security and

will always do so.

After much hesitation, the US govermnment opposed
apartheid in South Africa and ethnic cleansing in
Bosnia because signmificant domestic constilzencies

them and few Americans dared 10 speak out
in favour of them. The US government continves to
give unstnting support to apartheid and ethnic
cleansing in Israel and Palestine because the most
powerful of all domestic constituencies supports them
and virtually no Americans dare 1o speak out against
them. There is no reason 1o hape for a Second Amer-
ican Declamation of Independence or for any con-
structive American role in the Middie East.

For Europe, on the other hand, peace and stability
in the Middle East arc fundamental national imercsts.
The Euvropean Unjon Call for Peace in the Middle
East issued by the heads of state or govemnment of
the European Union at their June 1997 Amsterdam
summit proclaimed that “the peoples of Europe and
the Middle Eact are linked by a common destiny” and
that “peace is possible, necessary and a matter of vr-
gency in the Middle Easi™. They listed “respect for
the legitimate aspiration of the Palestinian people 1o
decide their own future™. “the exchange of land for
peace™ and “the unacceptability of the annexation of

territory by force™ among the “Toundations of peace™,
In addidon, domestic pelitical pressures which wonld
oppose tzking positions consistent with inlemational
law. basic principles of human rights und national
self-interest are much weaker in Europe than in the
United States.

Imagine that the 15 nations of the Evropean Union
were 10 belatedly adopt the Eisenhower Principle and
fo isste a joint declaration to the effect that. if Israel
has not complied with international law and UN Se-
curity Council Resolutions 242 and 425 and with-
drawn to its internationally recogmised borders by a
specified date (say, six months hence), the European
Union would have o consider the imposition of ec-
onomic sanctions against Isracl, including the banning
of all' aviation links berween Isracl and the Euvropean
Union countries.

America’s 1997 veloes supporting [srael’s huge
pew illegal sewlement construction at Jebel Abu
Ghneim, and opposing Isracli payment of campensa-
tion for the Qana massacre, have senl the Netanyahn
government the clear message that it can do whatever
it wishes, including deswroying the world’s hopes for
Middle East peace, without fear ol any adverse con-
sequences. Soch a European declaration would send
the opposiic message with thunderous resonance. It
is unlikely thar sapctions would ever have to be im-
posed, since, as in 1956, [srael's politicians couid
honestly recognise and convincingly explain to their
electorate that such a small counury cannot refuse 1o
comply with such an ultimamum.

While such a declaration would not make Middle
East peace inevilable, it would, overnight, make ir
likely. By forcing Tsrzel 10 “de the right thing™ and
thereby liberating Israelis from the role (so tragic in
light of Jewish history) of oppressors and enforcers of
injustice, European governmenis would be showing
more genuine concern for the long-term welfare of Is-
rachs than the uathinkingly and abjectly subservient
American government. They would also revive re-
spect for iniemational law pgeperally, and for Europe
us an independent force in world affairs,

Is this 2 dream? Is it unimaginable in the real world?
Or might Europe finally summon up the political will
and the courage of its convictions to utter the words
which could produce peace in the Middle East?

The writer is an internarional lawyer who writes fre-
quently on the Isravli-Palestinian peace process.
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March.

Rossini was a doll. Eve-
none loved him. He
had style. elegance. wit
— he fairly corrugsted
musical imentive gen-
iuses. He was a plump.
benign cherub whose
wit flashed tike a finely
honed sword of De-
amocles.

Beethoven. Verdi.
Wagner., dJdoted.  The
cherub fet it be known.
on his part. that his
grear ioves in music
were Bach and Mozan,
And his compositions
showed this 1 be the
truth.

Beethoven 1old him to
stick to Opera Bulta, Becthoven was
wrong. Rossimi™s great work was
done in Opera Seria. He leapt our of
the cighieenth centun straight inw
the mwentieth, and it hus iaken this
centeny to discover thut he was right
about himselr.

The Caire Opera promised four per-
formances of his BuiTe masierpicce
The Barber. which unhuppily thev
sliced inte 1w a. However two barbers
are better than none m all. so Cairo
was graieful, The two houses were al-
maost full.

The cherub’s attracrions never fail.
Prima dunmes love his  operas.
Though difficult w0 sing. his music
displays voices like objects prajectad
by a crvastal prism. There was special
excitement on these 1w nights be-
vause the performances introduced
W young ~ingers in the pmma donn.
rale of Rossina. Singing her has
launched some OF opery s greatest
light <sopranos. Even Cullas wohk o
bite a1 Rosstna. and on the recording
she sounds as if she were abowt 1o de-
vour the rest of the cust.

Cairo’s (wo pima  donnes are
Egvptian. both 2t vaars old and were
being given ua chance 1o display their
qualities in a new production and de-
cor. and with a conductor to reckon
with, Allessio Vlad. Each soprano
has her fans and the fans wrmed up in
crowds o barmack and clap at cach
performance. The sense of rivaln. of
battle, added spice to the Barber.

All opera houses have these sirud-
tons. thev're exciting — and fun.
They make & break away from the sii-
fling routine that lies in wail for mos
opera productions. Banles ure fun,
its what life is ubour. Operatic bat-
tes are pan of the musical scene und
when the contestanis are beauriful.
voung and 1alented sopranos the
adrenaline flows and evervthing fizz-
es. [t is what being 2 voung singer s
about. and so vouth flowed brightly
through this show.

The Barber sisters were bhaving
their ball. The fans were totting up

T -

poims. Evervone i~ Jushing 1 their
scats and Hwe show hegins. From the
overiure with i f2mons cresvendi i
wus zasy osee Maestro Viad knew
his Rossini — speed .nd more speed.
The tenor. Juliann di Filippe as the
hers Count Almaviva, was a good,
ddequale singer. AU least he pever
sereamed 01 sotnded siale.

Figare the baritone has a 1ot of the
hesr music o sing, Jid & well and
was s ish o bk . The chorus
wis joviedr no dead wood hanging
ubout in the shadvw <. they bustled
around and sang o~ rend people. The
sel wis simple — slubs of cardboard
moned back and fonh by ballaie
hurteguins. Evervihmg moved quick-
Iy,

The ~weeond seene of the Ffirst act
leaves uo time for a4 wann ap for the
prima donna. She goes straizhi inle
masbe the most sung piece of open-
ic sopruno materiul sver, Tt is service-
able musiv and can be transposed
where and when pzeded. Old se-
pPranos put it mo a low merso ke,
young ~prightly ones shewt it up inm
the stratosphere. the high E territors

Dirz one was Dalia Farouk, She™s 4
strong-voiced  Rossina and  sticks
more of less 1o the writien note.
She’s darkly Spanish 1o look at and
listen . and Tur her age assured.
with the shility. pecessary in Rossini.
of keeping her soprann range in the
concerted numbers. It was relaxing te
tisien w her because of her assurance.
She has o proper middle voice. so for
opera she hofds an ace.

Ressini doesn’t bother much about
ploi. There i soameone old. Dr Bar-
lno, and someone yvoung. Rossina.
who is fed up with the prospeci of
marriage W Barola and leans 10-
wards the wandering minserel Al-
maviva. Nothing muchk happens. it
just gels more insane os 11 races
along, Wit matiers is the music and
it is done yoeman service through
changing musical times since its first
production in 1516, after Rossini had
wrilien it in three weeks.

o

Rosini. as he said of himsell. was
e xnueil. On stage people drift in and
out. In comes the base baritone, Don
Busilio. Reda El-Wakil, who sings his
cresvendo uria sbout the joys of de-
ceptinn und calumny, with unction
anid shbpress. He is a media man 1o re-
member and vne who never drifis but
flutters arpund constantly like a dis-
ire~sad partridge. Dr Bantole. the man
who feels he just needs Rossina. The
relatinnship is not as heartdess as of-
ten performed. In this show Rossina
~huws u Kindly dispassion for the
rether pathetic old soul. Claude Ruth-
la does a leeling and sympathetic job
d» ot doomed 1o be a nuisance abaoi
hi> nwn house, but shows through the
absurdily wf it that he knows his own
pasition. which is not as futile as it
seems. A knowing old body who is
not in the Jeast pathetic.

All the Knitting in the story nets
rneled inwo a tight spinning ball
buzzing like a 1op and ends with one
of Buffi Operas”™ glories — the
oveuniv sexiel which grows bigger
und ends with a chorus of policemen
jiming ¢he ensemble which jazzes
in a finul simple and complex
fugue unmsurpassed by even Bee-
thoven or Mozart.

Act two is a further fracture in the
already crazy contrivances which do
for the stucture of the plot. Rossini
didn’t really need plots. merely sood.
practical coat hangers on which
hiang his embroideries.

What reallv happens is nothing.
athing but the music. So far the
notes have been piven a ruthless run
around. Allessio Viad wants a con-
tinuous spin 10 the various pieces of
the music in the opera,

This act vpens with a singing lesson,
Rossina being put through Further col-
oratura hoops. In this scene Rossini
allows the soprano 1o sing anything
she fancies. Dalia Farouk, who
plumps for a present day Rossina
practical. not a shade romantic. sings
the original Rossini composition. The
voice is smooth, accurate and makes a

ing up

David Blake waiches the “Barber” sisters in a fight without punches

constant show from the
opera stage in all the duets
and concerted numbers
she sings. it spills over
without 20y trouble, rather
worldly. like the Oscar
from the Ballo in Mas-
chera. Her stage presence
is [irmly there. She’s aei-
ther a vague or pert litle
miss, but a vocally as-
sured and knowing char-
acter.

The shaving sceme of
Bartolo is not given any
tine for slapstick. merct-
fullv, and no time for
comedy. But Bartolo real-
ly goes crazy. like the sto-
rv. The bail of wool un-
winds itself as the lovers
are united in a happy end-
ing: Barolo s content
and the audience, breath-
less, with their last chance
to reward Dalia Farouk
For her professionally car-
ried through performance.

The second and last “Bar-
ber” was the same as the
first bue for the seuing of
Amira Selim in the centre
of the Rossini jewel box.

And so the comparisons
begin. There is not much cause for -
valry between the two stars. Their
paths do not cross.

Amira Selim is tall, beautiful too,
and she has a sort of blonde res-
onance (o her person: she moves well
and in this producton is rather bird-
like. For her Rossina 1s a lovable
character. cusy going. nothing grim.
She pas old Bartolo very under-
standingly and without condescen-
sion, Never cheeky or pert. easy to
see why the fans love her.

And then the problems begin. Ami-
ra Selim is an artist, she has musical
understanding and presence. and el-
evance. and a natural sense of the
theatre. The voice has strange colours
o it. Some sopranos have this: it's
useful. can fll large spaces. but Se-
lim's voice at the moment does not
uike kindly to space. It is a voice so
fur not of the eath — Mozan's
Queen of the Night and Stauss’
Daphne. These roles are sung over a
laree orchestra and always in a big
house. She could be Wagner*s Forest
Bird at presen.. Time will show what
fies ahead for Amira Selim. She and
Dalia Farouk need what seem rarest
these days: brilliast voice teachers.
Grand opera, always being wld it's
dead, is alive and kicking. Tech-
nology breaks but also makes. Who
can tell what is in store for these ex-
viting young singers?

Al the moment Amim Selim must
be careful. She will not always sing
before such a kindly disposed audi-
ence as she had on this night. Dalia
Farouk will be a problem of another
sor. She’s a bunerfly. In about five
vears' time this little geisha will be an
iron butterfly swetcher of throats. The
proeduction surrounding these two so-
pranos is generous and hopeful and
the young stars are promising.
There’s only one thing better than
promise for a singer, and that is ful-
fitlment

Fans and the Caimo Opera House
must waltch and wait. and help these
two,

Make that

A plump Miss Egvpt 1949,
Alexandrian artist Seif Wanli
at his most roguishiy hand-
some. Greek sailors frol-
icking in a vineyard — these
are a few of the highlighis of
the photography exhibition
“The Greeks of Alexandra™
held at the Greek Consulate
in  Alexandria tunul 22
March). It is one of the iro-
nies of this exhibition.
though. that it is only when
one gets o the third gallery
that one comes across such
beguiling images.

The photographs in the first
two galleries. billed ~“Recent
Photos™. are. essentiallv.
Greek Community ones. Ad-
mirably photographed by
Costa Nasioka and Mara
Serghaki, these chant vicual-
ly every edifice of the Com-
munity — church, schoal.
club, hospital. orphanage, old
people’s home. cemetery.
Something of a pattern
emerges as you walk around

Hala Halim skips
through the sometimes

crowded marmoreal halls

lery. lubeled "Old Phoio-
graphs~, span the life of the

Bust of Penelope Deita-Benachi: portrait
of phytographer Rittas

Community from about the
1940s to the early 1960s,
though some photos are con-
siderably earlier. These were
curated by three colleciors,
Pierena Diamantopoulou, a
history teacher at the Greck
school and a regular visitor 1o
the Friday flea market, her
colleague Spyros Peleghratis
and the head of the Hellenic
Foundation for Culture, As-
terios Toppis. The vast major-
ity of the photos were 1aken
by the late photographer Rit-
tas. The Greeks always went
for their family and passpont
photos o Ritas™ downtown
studio. remermbers Mme
Christina, where there were
always premy girls ar the
caisse. and more pretty girls
in the photos in the vitrine,

A group of photos, from
the late "40s to the mid-50s.
shows ample. harted ladies

playing cards and a par-

EXHIBITIONS
SR

Gamil Shafiq iDrawipgzs) & Aadm
Yacoub 1 Sculpiuret

Kkan Ei-Meghrali Gallery. 18 Al-
Mursour Mobumned 51 Zamlek  Tel
330 234% Daife rxc Sun, [.30um-
Jpet & J30pm-Spre. Untlf 20 March

AMonnir El-Shanrani (Callisraph 1
Cairg Berlin Gallery. 17 Yunsel Al-
Ginngds St Bab Al-Lowg, Tel 302 1762,
Daify exe 5. 12novn-dpm & Spm-
Spet Untd 20 Meris

tndian Photographs

Ak Hanager. House crovrds.
Geara. Tel 30 580l Daly -
I0pny, Unril 21 March,

Molisen Sheaalan ( Paimengs)

irg Arts Gallers. & Rd 77C. Goif
Area, Meadr. Tel 351 4362 Daih
10um-pm. Uil 22 March,

The Greeks of Alexandria i Pholv-

graphs)
General Coryuldie of Greeee in Alex-
andria, 03, Al-Eskandur Al-Akbar 5t
Shaiby, Alexandrig. Daly exc Sun,
Jpm-dpm: Sar Mum-fpm Unnl 22
March,

Salah Enani (Pumtins)

Akhnargus Gallery ). Centre af A
Al-Maghad Al-Swisri St Zumalel. Tel
A0 N Duily e Fro [am-
I 30pm & S5.30pmAitpm Unni 22
Murch

Works under the title Open BuffeL

Giuseppe Crisolini Malntesia
Cairo Upera Gallery. Opera Howse
croumds, Gezrea, Tel  finfonnatian
30 Ridd. D am-2pm &
F_i0pm-ITpm Uil 22 March,
Theatre et Jesigns by the ltalian an-
st inclnding those of the Barber of
Seville, cumenily performing o1 the
Houwse.

Maria Ademantidis

Ewart Gallery, Main Campus, AUC.

Al-Sheikh Reban St Tel 357 5430,

Duily eac Fri. Sum-9pm. Unnl 23

March

A photographic toir of the Greek vs-

Lablishments in Caird under the title

'Il_l'h.- Crechs ond Camro: Places of the
=1y 8

Rehaly El-Sadek

Mashrabiva Gallery. 8 Champidlion
& Downrowen, Tel 578 4494, Duily
e Frio Ham-9pm Uniil 26 March.
Works under the ide Pazes From Oid
Times.

Bernard Guillot
Sony Gullery. American Universin
Catire. Main Conpus. Al-Sheikh Rihun
5. Tk 357 SE24, Dhaily exc i & Sar,
Sum-Ilpn &

Spms, Unnif 26 March
Thrity-one  black and
white photographs un-
der the utle Egypt: A
Fertile Land of scenes
from the coumtryvside
in lhe Egyprian De!l:.f

caphring
the [ellah such as bis
his  per-

exc Sun. FU.Soan-2prr
& Spm-Spm. Unril 26
March.

Martia Mclnally { Paintings)

British Coancil Gailery, 192 Al-Nu
S, Agonza, Tel 30! 8319. Daily Yan:-
Ypm. Uneif 27 March.

Emig Welsley Mohareb [ Paintings
Cairg Atelier. 2 Korim Al-Dawila 5.
Selinuint Baska Sg. Downtown. Tel
57 6730, Qpemng 22 March, Tpm.
Daily 10am-ipm & Spm-10pm. Unnl
27 March,

Hussein El-Ezabi 1 Paintings )
Al-Hanager, Qpero House grounds,
Gezimt. Tel 340 686l Cpening 24
March, 7pm. Daifv Yam-Ypm. Until
the end of the month,

Gerhard Altenbourg { Drawings.
wood cuitings, watercedours and lith-

Dpraphs)

Gallery of the Focully of Fine Arss, 8
Ismail Mohamed St Zamalek. Dailv
fhane-2pm & Jpm-Tpm. Umid 30
March,

Nazech Rasheed | Wood Carvings)
Indign Caltoral Cerire. 23 Talaar
Hark 51, Downpown, Tel 393 3396
Opening 22 March Daifx exc Fri &
Sat, {lam-7pm. Unnil 31 March,

Rabab Nimr

Khaa Al-M i Gallery. 13 Al
Mansour M, 5t Zamalek. Tel
HO 1349 Daily exc Sum, [0.90am-
9pm. Linrit 3 April.

Works under the title Black: Wte.
Bazem El-Mestikawy ( Sculprure)

Espace Gullery. | Al-Skerifein St
Dowprown Tel 393 1699, Dﬂ’:!v exe
Thur, 10um-2pm & Gpm-Ypm. En-
counter with the artist 24 March. 7pm.
Hnril 8 April.

Fabrizio Cleric

Akhgaton Gallery. Centre of Anm, |
At-Maahad AlSwizeri 51, Zamalek.
Tel 340 821]. Duilv exc Fri. 10am-
-:Jﬂfm & S 30pm-8.30pm. Linnil |4
i,

Qibs, watercolours, mixed media and
i by & surrealist in the tmdi-
ton of de Chiricn,

gl:_.h Fredricsson |lns?lh|.iuns:

airp-Berlin Gallery, 17 You: Al
Guindi §i. Bab Al-Lowg. Tel 39;’15‘5-!.
?Pﬂll'n.,‘g 25 March, 7pm. Dail: ear
2:!1. A‘.L._ann-Jm & Jpm-fpm. Uinnif

Mu=enm of Modern Egyptian Art
Opera House Grounds. Gesre Tel

{istings
A Musew deveied to the pamengs of

Mahamed Narw 1 [9<S-1750L

Alabmoud Mukhtar Museum
Femrs Dl oo Swen ard

1, 4
Permacen: coliaction nS i< by the
sctlpsor Mabmaesd Mubhtar.

FILMS
I

Animated Freach Klims

French Culterral Institate, | Modrze't
Al-Hr oy A-Ferrmsia 81 Mowrra,
Te! Gia Ta™y. 22 & OF Murch, fiom

& Tpe,

{1alian Fllms . .
Italiun Culearal Tassitule, 3 Al-Sactih
M-Mare.mii 52, Zamalei. Tel 320 Bl

21 Marciz Tam: L'Usme Delle Stelle.

2% March Tre: 11 Postion.

Noqiee:

Somty  commerna  citemaa e
chunne  their progromes oen
Wedncs:ay, s every Mondm. Tiw
mformancn provaied o weld ar the
time of amng o press. IE s wise le
chock wizit e cneres Arabic fbns
ure seldrm subtitled Far move o
Jformatian, conzace the venne.

Trzaic .
Drrive In. cerramce of Al-Sioroug Cin,
Caren-ismailia Jesers =aad, Tel Wi2-
2190631, Dativ opm. .30 & mud-
neght Ramsis Hiltoa I. Coruehe Al-
Xil §r. T 5he 235 Dl 13tpns,
33 & 6 30prr Tiba I Nasr Cily.
Tel 202 @™ Dl 16 j0mm, 5 30pm,
. 30pm & % Supm

Air Force 1

Rengissence. Warld Trade Centre,
Cormicne ANl Maacro, Toi 5do
059, Dah ipm. Spes Spm £ Ve
Normandy., 3l -daram Sn He-
finpalis Te! 258 0252 Daile 12 S0prm.
350me, A 00 & 9 Mym, Taheir,
712 Tuirmr 55, Oedda Tel 335 S04
Dails 3ree, oprs & Yo Odeon I, 2 Dr
Abdel. Harud Scid St Dowetown Fel
373 KTeT Dachy it i, D 30gm
Siupm & & F0pm

Anzastasia

Tiba I, Nasr Cuns. Tl 262 407, Dut-
Lo I00am S Jom S30pm &
9 30mur. Remsis Hilon IL Cormiche
ALNZ St Te! 5 435, Daib
103, [ S0pmm. 3 30prt. 6.30m &
30w, Cosmos I, 12 Emgdedidin 51,
Drwntnn Tel ™9 537, Daily 10am,
Ipm, Sme, Gpon & Ypnt

Mr Bean

Al-Solam. 55 Abdel-Hamid Badawi 5z,
Hebopels, Tel 293 1072, Duaiir
2 30pm;, 6 30pen & 9.50pm. Earim 1,
15 Emadedsie St Downiown. Tel 102

4830, Darly {Gam. lpw. Spm, Gpm &
S

Fire Down Below

El-Baram, Al-Haram S.L Giza, Tef
385 8358, Darly 10am, [pm. lpm, Gpm
& Spm. Radio. 24 Talaxt Huarh Si
Devritonst. Tel 573 6562, Daily Hiam.
lpm. Jgm. fpm & Spn

Fools Rush In

Cairo Shergion, Al-Galaa St Gio.
Tel 360 6081, Daibv 10.30am, lpm,
pen. Spm. Upm & midnight.

FaeefOHT

Odeon III, 4 Dr Ahdel-Hamud Saud St,
Downrawn. Tel 3575 8797, Duilv
10.30am, 2 30pm, 530pm & Bilpm.

Musder al 1608
Tiba I Narr Cins. Tl 262 9407, Tior-
Sor, midnight show. |

Tomorrow Never Dies
?fmj}ggg@r Harh 51, Downtovn,

e 3897, Daily I0am. 1pm, Jpm,
tipmi & Gpm

wnﬁlhﬂ_ Ika Al-Wali iMessage 1o the

i)

Odeon I1. ¢ Dr Aldel-Hamid Said St.

%Smm Tel 575 8737 Daifv
2 J0pm. 530pm & 3.30pm.

Cosmos I, 12 Emudeddin St Down-

town. Tel 779 537, Daily 10am, Ipm,

J3pm. & Roxy. Roxy Sy, He-
Hapc\l?fnref .2‘5'? 0381, Dazll‘h liﬂa;l.
Jﬂﬂ.ﬁpmilopm

Tamapia wa Arbe'in Saa Fi Isra™il
\48 Hours in [srely

Digna, I7 AlAlfi 51, Emadeddi
Dovneown, el b;'?.'.' 4727 Dml'\'.
Itlam. Ipm. 3pm. 6pin & Spm. Rizvoli
I, 26 July Sr. Downtown. Tel 575 5053
Daily I, 3_30pm, 6 30pm & 9 30pm.

Hysieria
Lide. 23 Emadeddin 51 Dowmown.
Tel 393 4284. Daily 1iam, [pm, 3gm,
6pm & 9pm. Miawi. 38 Talza Harh
St. Downtawr, Duaily 10am, lpm, 3pm,
Opm & Spm.
FT"T Gaey (Ismajiia Back
(] , 26 Julv S Down
735053, Daile ipm, 3. md_mpm.l vt
Sprt & 10pm. Karim U, 15 Emadeddin
5. Drwniown, Tel 593 4830, Dauly
10am. ipm, Spm. fipm & 9pm.

MUSIC t
| ;
“alional Ataln Music Exseoble ;
Gotmhoarizg Thegtry, (remibans 25
Alke Te, P90 MR PR At ]

.
Condacied by Selorn S,

Akhnaton Chamber Orchestra
Sowall Haoll Oeers H-are e ar
Jav iy 1M Yo

Soloefs  Ransa E-Pfa 0 ogmanoe
Hresan Kamm oocsi pesfsem coee
Jnctnd by Shend Mareds i

Vialin and Ptano Reerind . .
Sl Hall, Grees Himar e sinae, Ji
Murcs, Sam A

Shumei Badedon posormes,

Empt Childecen apd Yoush Chear

~o00 ) .
Saall Hall, Operz Hazee 20 cmr

Murcit, §lamr.

Cairo Sympbory Orehestra

Smatl Holl, Ocera ifrar w20 Lronm 2D
Marcfi. Spm.,

Comportliors. by STwithe  and
Strauris, with poame sl Aol Ahu
Zabhra and eonductir Ahmed £]-Sacdi,

Ezyptiar Mosiesd Y ooth
Sacall Hall Orer: Hstee. 23 Zane 13
March, §pne

Piano god Vieloacello Conorrt
French Cubtwrcl Ingtitate | Mateote:
Al-Hnpoug Al-Ferenisic X8 Vews
Tl 352 ThTe 27 Hurci Srez
Perfacmed by Demmigur Jdr Wik
Lenonugt.

THEATRE

L : &

Arabic One et Plays

WaBace Theatre, Grerk Cumpus, AL
Molrreed Mofmenud 82 Tel S57 Mow
25-31 Merch “pm.

Frur Aleza Bodrz (Fxa Ba Us To-
momow) at B Ratdofr INext @
Line). sampeed B Molamed Saimans
amd directed by Ly Sof

AFTazeh WakSherriv «The Guood am!
The Bady

Al-Salams Theatre, (e oA 50 Tel
J55 23588 Dagdv. ivfmm,

Yehu El-Falloran:, Sawsan Badr, Mo
hamed Memwalli and Sapod AMm Qere
Torm tinker the dipection of Alimsd Ah
del-Halim. n 2 piay wnpeed by Alfred
Famz wuh sonps wnton o Gemud
Bekhit.

Alabanda
Al-Fardueus Theatre, 2 Er-ath 5y Tel
482 3007, Daily S.30pm; Thurd sttam

With bellvdancer [hna. Moma Aniel. F

Ghani, Shenf Moorr, Mohamed He-
ooidi Alaa Walaaddin,d Maoda Zaie §

Mazda Zaar Ahmad E1-5.1g3, [
Ahmed gl and Ham Ramwe

LECTURES
I

Blae Room, Grees Curpus,
AUC, Moluwred Mutreous 5t
Tel 357 5436, 19 March, 5o

Spm.
Lecture b celebrared German
philesopher Joer=a Haberne,

Blae Room. Grecs Cumou
AL, s alvne 2 War i, Sper
Lecture by Driinpuishad bi.-
iting  Profes.or Qabrus 3o
ipovici, poofessor of Emalih
Literanme ar the School of Ex-
repean Sindicsand awtber of 12
povels and over o Jozen plays, among
ather numerous works.

Netherlands Instilute jor Archarology
and Arghic Studies, 1 Dr Mchmowd
Ammi St Zmaick. Tel 340 9076 19
March, 5.3,

Lectue b Liscrre van Lieshicar, Leiden
University.

The Discovery of The Tomb of an OF
ficial from The New Kingdom in Sag- ,
gara :
Archaeolagical Association, & M.h-
moud Mukhsrr S hemrd Sy Groes-
Roman Musewm, Azarma 19 March,

G
Lecture by Zahi Hawuaas,

Collections frem Egyptological Send-
es of Pisa University

Ttalion Institute, 3 AlSheiklt
Al-Marszfi St Zralek Te? 320 879
19 March. 7pm.

Lecture in liafian, with slides, by Flor
Silvana, Pisa University,

U Compuiers Theban
hﬁng_ for The

Room 203, Rare Books and Special
Collections Library, AUC. corcer of
Sheikh Rihan and Mansour Sts. Tel 257
S050. 22 March, Spm.

Lecture by Walton Chan. preject archi-
et

Political of Fi
Economy inancipl Glo-

CEDEJ, 14 Dr Abdel-Rafmnan Al-Sawi
SL Mohandessin. Tel 361 103 23

Italian Cultyrnl Institute, 3 Al-Sheikh
Al-Mursafi 81, Zomalek. Tel 210 8791
24 March. Tpr.

Lecure in Inlen, with slides_ by San-
dra Roceati. University of Reme.

Freach Culgpand Institmle, | Madraser
Al-Hogouy Al-Ferensiva 51 Mowmm.
Tel 353 7679, 24 March, Tpm.

Lecrure ja Freach by Denise Andmoun,
presenting her Lutecr publication.

.;lg‘ 0601, Dundy exc Mon, {Qam-lpm  DANCE change u very Mme.
o ormpm of paintiogs and SN send tnformation to Listiops, Al-
e splay of | g end Afram Weekdy, Galaa St,
s dl.l.ﬂ.mgm anxicra Ballet Doa Quixatic Tel 5786064, Fax 57
vemeni in Egype, Main Hall, Pperc House, Gezirg, Tel
Ak " na 339 8744, DQHF Spm. until 20 March. Co
Chibzay Pyrumids. O Mahmoud Al- }l'he Bolshoi of Russia per- pﬂad by '.
Guingd? Si, Graa, ormi. Injy El-Kashef

these first two halls: photo of
institugion: photo of bust of
founder: photo of com-
memorative marble plaque.
They are all here, the dy-
nastic elders — Tossitzas.
Mohamed Ali's friend from
Cavaila days. who was 1o be-
come the first head of the
Community and founder of
one of the first Oreek
schoals: Bepachi. who found-
ed the orphanage later to be-
come the Greek Consulate:
Kaneskerion of the Ka-
neskerion orphanage. later i@
become the elderly people’s
home, among so many oth-
ers.

Now na one in their right
mind would deny the s_heer
weight economic achieve-
ments, culmral contributons
and long-lasting frpact of
the Greck Community In

Alexandria. Nor is there any
disputing the care and orzan-
isation that the Community
invested in every station ol
its members’ lives. But then.
the occuasional unridy creeper
on the walls of an edifice
here., the colourful washing
on a line in ihe backyround of
s monument there. hring out
the irony of this section of the
exhibition. In seeking to
“document” and “frame™ the
Greek “presence” in Alex-
andria. through its still extant
architectural svmbols. these
two halls underscore an ~ubh-
sence” and. what with afl the
marbie. leave an wnwittingly
sepnichral effect.

The signs in these two halls
are afl in Greek: 1 could have
had no greater fortunc than m
be escored through the ex-
hibigon by Mr Alexandros

Viakhos. of the Community
schools. who patiently uuns-
lated. How else could T have
known of the epithets — Em-
manue! Benachi. for ex-
ample. desienated us ~Great
Benefactor™ Reach me a
hlack olive. vou sigh — or,
on second thought, make that
a Cavahv. And indeed: =, last
night I picked up a coilec-
tgon/ of Pwlemaic  in-
scriptions to reads The plen-
tful praises uand flacceries/
suit everyone. Eivervone is
brilliant/ glories. mighty. be-
neficent each enwerprise of
theirs the wisest.! 1 vou 1alk
of the women aof that breed.
they oo/ all the Berenicex
and Cleopatras. are admir-
able...” ("Cacsannon™.

By a felicitous rouch. one
of the last pictures in the
sccond hall is of the Eljre

Café and Restaurunt which.
though not a2 Community
project, continues © do
wonders for the  Alex-
andrian-Greek  connection
through irs propriciess. the
inimitable Mme Christina,
The phowograph of the Elite.
of course. begs the question
why no one seems 1o have
spared a thought for the
oace-plentiful Greek taverns
of Alexandria. those unsung
sites of Greek-Egyptian bon-
homie. In any case. the Elite
makes for 3 smooth transi-
tion inita the third gallery
where there is fun and par-
Lying galore. To many of the
exhibilion-goers. this  was
the most sucvessful section,
older Alexandrians com-
paring motes about familiar
Faces in the photos.

The pictures in this last gal-

ticularly large dinner party at
the Greek Club where two el-
egant men in the foreground
cover their faces. These, re-
called one Alexandrian vet-
eran. were “the young play-
boyvs, the James Deans of
their generation™ — Khoremi
and Nomikos. One Riuas
group wedding phorograph
from the 19405 is afglggc
Greek girls with five uni-
formed grooms — from the
RAF, suggests George Ky-
preos. who recalls that these
hastily planned British-Greek
weddings were very much
frowned upon by the Com-
munity. But the Greek girls
who opted for British hus-
bunds. he adds. used 10 shrug

. off criticism with a saying:
- "Better a tasteless big while

fish from the ocean than tasty
Greek barboni or calamaria.”

Around the galieries

-~ EXHIBITION at
the Cairo At is
. Zven over to collage
° . pieces by Nefert Rm-
%" meih. Whirls. crescents
" and spirals spill over
from ome work to the
., other, indicating that,
-+ peshaps, the arust, in
the absemce of ideas,
has addressed herself 1o
the purely decorative.

sanwrated colours and an
inaccurate perspective
typify the

and still-lifes of Gihan
Racuf recently shown
a the Safama Gallery.

Reviewsd by

Nagwa EL-Ashri
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At the commemorative service beld last Friday at the
Cairo Atelier for artist and political activist William
Ishaq. nicknamed El-Malik (The King), the famous
Nubian singer Mohamed Hamam sang Ya Amm Yo
Gammal Ya Leila. a camel-caravan lyric. When Ham-
gmﬁmmetWﬂliamanheOasisPrisonintheeady
60s — they were both political detaineas — he did
not sec himself a3 a singer, and it was William who
encotraged him jn thar direction. Hamam would
sneak mto the atelier William had been given and sing
for him while the artist worked. When the warden
loomed into view, Hamam would slip under a bench
covered with a blanket which William  had de-
Liberately placed there for just such occasions. Once,
crouched under the bench because there was an of-
ficer in the room. Hamam heard William telling him
about a fellow prisoner with a beautiful voice. When
the officer expressed an interest in hearing the Nubian
sing, William said: “Sing, Hamam™ Trembling, Ham-
am emerged from under the beach and sang Yz Amm
Ya Gammal Ya Leila, as he did at the commemorative
service — “10 make William happy™. .
. I:h\:as a;s Elgbhslalill:mthat I first heard about William,
in the early "90s, when I rented an ag L ite
the American University in Cairo .m?w:ggo:m-
dent. Historian Nelly Hanna, who had come to se= my
new quarters, said: “So you're almost next doar
neighboars with EI-Malik."” | remember doing a doa-
ble-take: in the genteel shabbivess of downtown Cai-
ro, T was not aware of mbbing shoulders with royalty.
It would be a while before I understood the particalar
order of royalty to which El-Malik belonged. Nelly
took me to meet EI-Malik in his vast apartment in a
1920s building off Bab El-Louk Streer. To step into
that flat, to meet El-Malik; was an experience aparn.
And 1t was an experience granted {0 many, since: El-
Malik’s door was always open. ~ -

There were always people at El-Malik’s. People in
the vivid portraits on his walls — a fraction of his
works, most having been given away to the sitter.
People of all ages, backgroumds and persuasions, vis-
itors drawn to William by the diverse threads from
which his life had been woven. There were the polit-
fcal companions who shared with Willism the poig-
of ‘the . com-
mumist movement and for whom his stoicism and
equenimity were a mainstay (“When we were being
transferred from fa Cairo prison] to Toma Prison,
someone tumned to William and said “Do I deserve
this sentence, William?, and William said; ‘No. In
fact, yon. deserve to be hanged’™, recounted Abdel-
Khalek El-Shahawi, 2 life-long friend and prison com-.

_ -Theatré

threads
of life

Hala I:Ialim remembers William_léhaq,
“El-Malik”, whose life and achievements were
celebrated in a special service last week

There were the young
artists and lefiists from
the downtown cafés
Eha'ed:;ﬂham went for
s water-pipe.
Thers Wﬂi the transients
who might have first vis-
ited 10 get their grand-
father’s  pocket-waich
fixed by William's dex-
terous hand. orly to find
themselves coming back
again and again. So
many people. there for - _ - -
the onigue pleasure of - . .
William’s company, cel- % .-
ebrating the life of one
who so loved people. |
E:;t- was El-Malik who
called himself El- 2 z
Malik This was ar me oo POrErat
El-Mahariq Prison in the
Westemn Desert, one of several stations in his 9-year
political ' detention. The inmates were all living in
tents in El-Mahariq, bt William managed to set up a
separate tent.to serve as his -atelier, and made his own
paint brushes and palette. “That day,™ reminisces El-
Shahawi, William jubilantly proclaimed: *I am the
King of the desert and of ar.’” Pan of the under-
ground communisi Democratic Movemem for Na-
tional Liberation, William was nevertheless an ideo-
logical odd-bird of an artist amid his friends. With a

. passion for Cezanne and a commitment to develop his

own style, William had no time for the social realism
that was the order of the day, explained an eritic Sob-
hi El-Sharouni. At the Oasis Prison, adds El-Sharouni,
thiz caused and debate, but William
would not be drawn into the fray. Meanwhile, even in
this desolate spot his work elicited admiration. When
a tourist bonght a painting of William's she’d seen at
the home of the prison director for a substantial sum,
El-Malik and another artist were given their own ate-
Liers and furnished with flowers and fits for their
still-lifes. .

When he was released in the early "60s. El-Malik
once told me, be sensed, somehow, that his sister San-
nomna, who had brought him up after they lost their
parents, had died. Gomog home for the firsi time in a
decade, he walked past members of the family to San-
nouna's room, saw her shoes on the floor. and under-
stood. The "60s were arduous for William. Other an-

b

I5ts were given grants, in keeping with the Ministry of
Cultore’s policy 10 keep potentally subversive ele-
meats buttered up. But El-Malik’s political history
mitigated against bis receiving any such perks. A
powerful friend in Al-Akhbar Establishment secored
him a job as layout editor in Akher Saa magazine, but
when the friend left his post, William found himself
jobless. Then there was a longer spell at the General
Organisaion of Exhibitions, from which William
wok early retirement as he felt totally suffocated and
“ended up producing one painting a year... and found
myself no longer a professional amist” as he ex-
plained in a documentary. Farigued and frusirated
though he was, William"s work nevertheless drew eu-
logies from illustrious figures.

After the 1967 defeat. one of William's professors
from the Faculty of Fine Arts wanted to hold a col-
lective exhibition, in effort to boost the general mo-
rale. William offered his “The Knight and the King™,
while other artists declined to contribute to the exhibi-
tion as there was no money in it. The organiser of the
event therefore had to bring out some stock paintngs
in the social realism mode, some depicting the High
Dam, others factories, and so on. When Jean-Paul
Sarzre visited the exhibition, he asked to meet the art-
ist whe bad painted “The Knight and the King™, re-
counted EI-Malik. Sartre expressed his admiration for
William’s work “because you have painted the in-
dividual, the Egyprian who built the factories....”

There was also the occasion when the
Russian astronaw Yuri Gagarin came lo
visit and spotied a portrait that El-Malik
had made of a friend and had temporari-
v borrowed from his sitier as he was
enamored of the paining. El-Malik of-
fered the porurait to Gugarin, remembers
.. El-Shahawi. then gave his friend the op-

- tion of choosing any other painting in
its place. The friend. according 1o El-
Shahawi. drove a hard bargain: he chose
a work that had rharee figures in e

In the years when 1 knew him, El-
Malik"s favourite place in that long sit-
ting-room-cum-dining-room with the
exquisite antique furnimre and grand-
father clocks was at the table, under
his wife Nancy’s porrait. This was
hung higher than the rest of the por-
maits, placed, you could not fail 10 no-
tce, almost as an icon. There had been
a first, unhappy marriage, of which he
never spoke. Then there was Nancy
Phelps, a nurse by profession, who divided her time
between Egypt and her native US. Statuesque, like a
Renaissance woman, and every bit his match in
staunchness, Nancy was the light of his [ater years.
Nancy (or Nagia as William and his friends re-
baptised her) and El-Malik opened up visias in each
others' lives. His days, his calendar, took shape with
reference to their times together. You knew Nagia
was due saon when you noted a lighter step, noticed
the fresh flowers in the vases, heard of prospective
trips ogether. William’s health was failing, bmt he
badly wanted a2 house in Fayoum, so together they
buili one — 10 his own design, paturally. And there
were his trips to the US where El-Malik drew
around him a new circle of friends — Nancy's, doc-
tors and fellow-patienis he had met in hospital while
having an operation, the US-based Nubian singer
Hamza Alazeddin.

At the commemorative service two documentaries
about El-Malik were shown, one by Wagih George, a
voung director friend of William's, the other made
collectively by his friends in the past weeks. Poems
dedicated to William were read. lyrics written for him
were sung. Tapes of interviews were offered up. Eve-
ry conceivable attempt to prevent attrition and loss has
been made. Yet, as El-Shahawi argued, “is it not time
for the Ministry of Culture. that never gave him a
grant or any recognition, to inventory William®s paint-
ings. so that they might be preserved™”

 Into the undiscovered country

Nehad Séiaiha slithers into the worlds of myth and fantasy at The National and Al-Hanager

Barring a couple of shows, up until three weeks ago, " Hilal in 1994), and the other the famous, anonymous

the current theatrical season offered by the state com-
panies had promised to be dismally dull and boring,
with little to capmure the imaginarion or meve the
spiri. Then Ya Misafer Wahdak (Lone Traveller)
opened at the National, ind Khafvet OQamar at Al-
Hanager. and suddenly there was an air of excite-
ment. In its last leg, with only one mooth left, the so
far pallid season seemed to shake off its sluggish, pe-
destrian existence. take on a new life and boitdly soar
on the wings of poetry. o .
Interestingly, though not susprisingly perhaps, both.
productions had the same woman behind: them —
Hoda Wasfi, director at both vennes. For yéars, and
in the face of great opposition, many slanderor
campaigns and some very harsh and often wafaix crit-
icism, she has assiduously pursued an artistic policy
rooted in a deep conviction that the only way to re-
juvenzie the Egyptian thearre is to continuously m-
ject it with new blood. encourage new talent, restore
the missing links between the older and younger gen-
erations, question and defy the established concepts
and conventions and create scope and il
for sharing jences with foreign and Arab artisis.
She was the to introduce and popularise the idea
of workshops in the state theatre, to arrange a suc-
cessful string of them, mostly at Al-Hanager, and to
host artists of internarional renown (such as the
Polisk director Jozf Szajna, the Austrian Choreog-
rapher Eva-Maria Lerchenberg-Tony and the Iraqi di-

rector Jawad Al-Asadi, to name but a few) to con- .

duct them. She took many risks encouragiog new

experiments and launching new artists and, namurally,

there were disappointments; but her faith has re-

mained mnshaken. In the public debare over the fo-

ture of the Egyptian theatre recently held at The Cai-
ro International Book Fair, she fiercely defended die:
right of the younger generation of theatre artists io

I by doing and improve through experience, even .
£ they made & and sbmetimes cosdly mistakes.".

g mey:ﬁ]hdedsgim sent that in the siXties ertists
She i 0se presen
like rga’d Ardash, Karam Metaweh, and. Galal Ei-

Sharqawi were given leading posts in the theatre and

made heads of companies al the age of 30 or even
less: to be given your first opportunity at 50, as
sometimes happens how, she added, means that you
are finished before you start and that your best crea-
tive years are already behind you. . _
Naturally, not everyone sees eye to eye with Wasfi,
particolarly the old veterans whom she sometimes in-
trepidly accnses of wanting to impase 2 moenopoly on.
theatve, This angers many, and she is sometimes ac-
cused of carrying outspokenness to the. point of sheer
blunt tactlessness. But however mach people may

with Wasfi, no one can fail to mﬁﬁ .
) ¢ he! fonate ‘commitment. -
i ;nspa:she hassponsored_:nmeni_

last two

tional and Al-Hanager (onc pi ionat and the oth-

er with a cast of amatéurs) plainly confirm the wis- -

dom of her policy and vindicate her conviction.” -

The two g?oductions, though: vastly different; are,
similar in many respects. both are
their respective

—— e pmE S, T
. e E e e T

-ventions, blithety blend-

-distinguishable from

jons by
directors of v_.'eﬂ-kngnﬁl;legry TEXIS -
" éme a fascinating Egyptian novel. by -Mohamed: -
Nngoﬁ'iuc:ﬂa;m lﬂu{b‘esr Qamar (published by Dm--.[_-].'

medieval morality play Everyman. In both cases the
rewriting goes beyond the mere dramatisation of a
narrative in the former or the vpdating of old materi-
al in the Jatter and becomes a process of deep ques-
tioning, re-reading and interpretation of the original
text — a process which deftly and quite imaginative-
ly manipulates the rich resources of theatre and its
multiple language 1o project a profoundly intense and

engagement with the agonising paradoxes of
existence on the moral, religions, matenial and even
biological levels.

In the case of Hani Metaweh's Ya Misafer Wahdai
(the tide of a famous song by Mohamed Abdel-
'Wahah), the straightforward and most unsubtle moral
quest of Everyman, .the hero of the medieval play, to
find someope who would willingly accompany him
into the. pether, world — a quest which yields a series
of sad ;hlet-duwns byhall ﬂlchfpe:s%niﬁed valoes that
presumzbly support humen Life and give it meaning,
such as love, beauty, friendship, strength, wealth

owledge and family
— is mansformed into 2
series of nimble, rapid
scenes which mix with
disconcerting agility all
the kmown theatrical con-

ing them together, add-.
ing occasionally " =2

2o busieaque o dhe

e in

ii‘.:yrm of soatches of old
songs and movies, and
fally creating a crazy,
dizzyingly  swmrealistic
end deeply nostalgic pot-
powrri in which fact and
fiction, illngion and re-
ality, life, dreams . and
hallucinations - are in-

each other. But despite
its- - incongruous  iIn-
gredients, which includes
quotations  from * Des-
cartes and Schopenhauer,
Hami Metaweh's strange

standing of the angel of death (a seductive blonde,
dressed o kill) who allows him a short reprieve to
find a companion. But as he journeys back through
his former life. it slowly dawns upon him that it has
all been a charade — a big illusion. As wealth (de-
lightfully represanted by Nohair Amin as a fleshy.
vulgar belly-dancer in a heavily sequined gown).
knowledge (superbly played by Mukhlis El-Biheery
as a doddering. retired professor of philosophy com-
pletely pone gaga). strength (farcically impersonated
by Munir Makram Wilson as the iotterv, delirfious
owner of a seedy gym. heavily bedecked with knives
and mums), beauty, love and friendship {competently
played by Yasmin El-Naggar, Reem Izzidin and Zein
Nassar) are emptied out of meaning, and life is re-
vealed as a dream, an insubstantial pageant, Unsi be-
comes more than willing to withdraw into the dread-
ed, undiscovered country. The fact that his parents
forgive him his long peglect and welcome his return
like thé prodigal son, or thm Hassanat (Good Deeds),
the beggar whom he had earlier saved from the

the silhouette of a train, waiting, then Nada Basyouni
proceeds, slowly and mournfully, to draw the stage
curain closed. [ remembered Prospero’s “those our
actors were only spirits and are melied into air”* and
did not want to stay and applaud. It is the kind of end-
jng afier which the auditorium lights should be
dimmed and the audience withdraw quiedy.

But how could one leave without telling Nur El-
Sherif what a really magnificent presence he is. |
hesitate 10 use the word actor because for him acting
comes as naturally as breathing. Though a star, and &
super one, he glided through the show like a benign
spiri.. never pushing himself forward. never up-
slaging anybody, and always helping everyone to
give their best. Like a maeswro, he wanted his players
to perform with all the zest and vigour they could
command while carefully orchestrating them to pre-
serve the delicate balance between the varied moods
of the play and its total effect.

In Sameh Mahran's dramatisation of Nagui's Kajf-
yel Quamar (a complex title with a play on words

which refers to a real place where a

» ¥ woman called Qamar disappeared. a

..~ cursed spot where a female demon
waylays men and snawches them un-
derground. and an eclipse of the
moon}, the patriarchal system, with all
its religions. economic and sexual as-
sumptions, is exposed and subjected
to a thorough. ruthless critique. This
is oot neulr to Msh;;:'s work. :_n his
ous plays an ons of nov-
glrswflor l.hpc s{age (Ychgml;-Tnhcr Ab-
dullah’s The Necklace and the Brace-
let and Abdel-Hakim Qasim's The
Seven Davs of Muan), he shows a
strong, almost  obsessive  pre-
occupation with tracing the socio-
economic organisations and the my-
tho-historical contexts that generale
the culmral and moral categories of
gender and govern social behaviour.
mental attitndes and value systems, To
Nagui's convoluted myth (namrated in
different versions by a deranged al-
cobolic to his drunken pub mates m
the brief periods he manages to escape
from his memal hospial} — a myth

and ‘exode brew has a
distinct, onmistakable S| flavour. What
holds it together and gives it body and shape are the
Bard's twin images of life as both dream and thear-
rical pageant. .

The Shakespearean underlining shows through
quite plainly more than once, but especially at the
place where Everyman {or Unsi, as he is rechristened
in the play) quotes in full Hamlet’s famous “To be™
soliloquy, stressing his bewildered fear of the dreams
that may come in ‘that sleep of death’ and his dread
of the joumey into that “ondiscovered country from
whose bourn no traveller returms.”

In the case of Unsi, however, the lone traveller of
the title (a self-made rich man, a political writer, and

* a bit of a.womaniser), the retum Is made possible at
the vezy last minnte thanks to the grace and under-

chnches of her thuggish master just before he was
shot at his wedding by some mysierious gang, does
not lighten the sense of desolation that envelops the
end. The cermain, overtly moral tone of the final mon-
ologue and jts simple, comforting message are under-
cut and epveloped by an anguished sense of um-
cenainly as (o the reality of anything. In the
penuhimale scepe, the angel of death (Nada Bas-
youni) openly orders the stage hands to quickly
change the set and prepare for the final scene, and
perform a cabaret number while they are doing it One
expects a view of the other world; instead, we find
ourselves with Everyman and Good Deeds in a shad-
owy, ccrie railway starion, with angels on skates with
wire wings, and many of the characters flitting by, in
and om, like phantoms. At the back, we dimly glimpse

which centres on the genealogy of the
narrator, the reality of the reported adultery of his
mother, and the crazy claim of his sick father that he
was the one that bore and gave birth to him — Mah-
ran adds in coroboration the Greek myth of Zeas
who swallowed his wife Metis 1o gain her power of
reproduction.

I do not know if the play made any sense lo those
who had not read the novel. Bur judging by the re-
spanse of the audience the night I saw it, it definitsly
provided a satisfving, visbatly innovative, often very
funny theatrical experience. It meant that in his first
venmre as director, and though working mostly with
amateurs. Mahran had passed the test and got his cre-
dentjals. It also meant thar Hoda Wasfi was right
when she decided to 1ake the risk and spend moaney
to give him his chance.

Placn [alé

1 am nol a greal admirer of
Ezra Pound. Memories of
his support for Mossalini
and his racist attitude have
always kept me from read-
ing even his Cantps. let
alone other works. But re-
cenily 1 found myself com-
pelled 10 read one of his
books, almost a booklet,
called ABC of Reading. 1
must admit, having placed
my prejudices on one side,
that 1 cannot help b ad-
mit that this book is a jew-
el.

A its tide suggesis, it s
a handbook for those, as
the author puts it, “who
might like to learn. The
book is nol addressed w»
those who have ammived wt
full knowledge of the sub-
ject without knowing the
facis,™

The book is addressed 1o
both pupils and teachers,
with tests at the end of
every topic. I would like 10
swart towards the end of the
book where Pound gives
advice 10 teachers. .

“The teacher or lecturer
ts a danger. He very sel-

dom recognises the nature

of his position. The lectur-
er is a man who mast 1k
for an hour.” Pound be-""
lieves that i1 is difficult 10
have enough words to fill
40, let alone 6. minutes
and that the persor who
really knows his subject
can convey his knowledge
in a few words.

No teacher has failed be-
cause of a lack of knowl-
edge. Teachers fail be-
cause they cannot handle a
class, ff the reacher is slow
of wit, Pound says, he may
well be terrified by swm-
dents whose minds move
more quickly than his
own. “But he would be
berter advised to use the
lively pupil for scout
work. to exploit the quick-
er eye or subtle ear as a
look out or listening post.”

Going through the book
one comes across what can
be regarded as epigrams.
“There is no reason why
the same man should like
the same book at eighieen
and at forty-eight.” There
are many such statemenis
which reflect the way
Poond's mind worked.

This book reflects his
care and reverence for
books. Pound comnpares a
general statement to “a
cheque drawn on a bank.
Its value depends on whar
is there 1o meet jt. If Mr
Rockefeller draws a
cheque for a million dol-
lars, it is good. If | draw
one for a million it is a
joke. a hoax. it has no val-
ue. If it is taken seriously.
the writing of it becomes a
ciminal act.™ And - wha
applies 1o a cheque applies
to knowledge. “You can-
not accept a stranger's
cheque withour reference.
In writing, a man’s name
is his reference. He has, af-
ter a time, credit. The ver-
hal manifestation on any
bank cheque is very much
like that on any other.
Your cheque if good
ineans ultimately the de-
livery of something you
want. An abstract or gener-
al statement is good if it be
ultimately found to cor-
respond to facis.”

| can go on quoting
words of wisdom from the
book. Bur the section [
really like is that where he
proposes books that are ex-
sential for those who want
tc Jearn. These are the
minimum that a man
would have to read if he
hoped to know what a giv-
en pew book was worth.

*1 mean he would know
whether a given pole-vault
was remarkably high. or a
given tennis plaver at all
Itkely to play in a Davis
Cup match.”

He swans with Sappho.
then he explains why he
made tha choice. “Having
read it,” he says. “vou will
be told there is nothing
better.” Then there 15
Chaucer, foltawed by Ga-
vin Douglas, Golding and
Marlowe. Then comes
Shakespeare “in division™.
The sonnets. when Shake-
speare was characterising
lis eraft, the lyrics where
he was learning “from lial-
ian song books in which
the words were printed
with music,” and the plays,
especially the series of his-
tory plays. which form the
true English history as dis-
tinct from “the bastard
epic, the imitation. the
constructed counterfeit.™

1 cannor really give the
book its due. In spite of its
small size il contains so
much in the way of gentle
direction as to what a cul-
tured man or woman
should read. It is a list for
all imes and, 1 should add,
for all races.

Mursi Saad El-Din



A rejuvenyted Zamalek sidz beat Alexandda’s
Mihad 1-0 this wesk. edging o within ~ix
poims of Abhi. ihe league leaders. Trving m
erase the memary of its eorh exis from the
cup. Zamalek iefll Alexandriz with three val-
ushle points. putting it in durd place with 34
peints and within striking range of the pace-
seliers. Abeer Apwar reports.

Zamzlek’s Duich coach Reud Kroll, silt
foreed 1e experiment with voung faces. found
the right mix againsi luibad. suacking oM the
way while the Alexandrians were obvicusly
playing for o ue. But defender Medhw Abdel-
Hudi dushed aay ltghad hopes of gaimng o
point. searing high w head whar proved w he
the winning yoal in extra ume ol the first
half.

In the second halfl it was Zomalek's wm W
play delence and only some tine saves frem
African Cup hero Nader El-Sayved kept [nihad
from scoring at least the equalizer.

Following the wmaich. Krol! admiuted he
didn’t think he wus oing o win =1 Jdidn™t ex-
pect it bul the players are doing their best w
Uy o catch up with Ahli.” Kroll said.
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Ahli. on the othe hand. was onbv e happy
o ublige. Jrowing 1-1 wubk cup champions
Masr. The Pon Said wam fad beaten Ahliin
the scmi-linals of dhe cup lest month in o game
that suv Akl iacredibly miss four ennsecutive
penafue: while Musrl wedi on o capture the
traphy tor the vy time in iy hisson,

Obvioealy. Ahd wes Zesn on revenge and
drew first bluod thanks o an [E-meire bullet
Py oewcomer saved Ahdel-Hateez Irom just
vutside the penaity area that loft Masri's goal-
Leeper oo chumee. et added ARl pressure
failed o wapsleie e 5wTe goals and it paid
the price. In the ~3rd munute, Tamer E1-Nahag®
near poini-blank shon from a well-placed right
comet pase. neecherad off Ahli's crossbar and
imo the poalmaeuth fvr the Lving gaal

Said Retner Teobel Ahli's nen  German
voach, ~The' weam drew becatse the piavers
were itred snd tiieir phisical fimess was not
up o spandand.” zer the mastch. Ahli filed a
complaipn wih Egyptian Fowbal Federa-
ton against reierse Rodu Ei-Belagy, who red-
cardad star Jeiendes Samir Nummouna for dis-
sent fate in the ~econd haelt.

2208l Abram

upremac

Following the 17th week of league football action,
Ahli remained on top but Zamalek narrowed the gap

Tt was the fourth draw for Ahli this year, ff; v—‘*;f

coupled with 12 wins and just one loss. o

In other mzmes, in Aswan. the Arab Contrac- §
tors escaped with three away points. scraping
by Aswan 1-0. The lone goal was scored by
Mustafa Marei in the 3%th minute. Arab Con~
ractors now have 32 points and Aswan 16. '

Mansoura restored some lost pride after a se-
ries of embarrassing losses, edging Suez 1-G. |
Emad Salama scored in extrz time 1o raise |
Mansoura's points tally to 20 while Suez re- 7
mained with a respectable 22. Mechalla beat §; .
Qena 10 in Suez. sending  relegation- §
threatened Qena to the boutom of the table 3
with 13 poinis. Shams came back from a 0-2
deficit to tie with Ghazl El-Suez 2-2 in the last
three minutes of the game. Dina beat Minya 3-
| and, with 15 points, managed to claw its
way up from the blo;;'mnlz1 of lhculablei’llsm_aili
kept its championship hopes alive, blanking
Bnljjadial. El-MeF;IaIIa 2.0, Igaili and Zamalek
share the same number of poinis but Ismailj
leads on goal difference. Damietiz defeated
Shargia 3-0 and Marikh beat Port Fouad 2-0
to round out the week.

play ball
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i vau want wr get away from the politics, the tensions, the conference ta-

bles znd the desk work, if you want to promote friendship and security be-

twerll nations. if you want a good time but are still somehow hooked on
thai competitive beggar-your-neighbour feeling — in short. if you wam to

"1 tuke on the vpposition but this ime with 0o risk of being recalled o Lon-

_* 51 don. Rabat or Buenos Aires for a cross that falls too shont or an ill-judged

= -1 backpass. if you want all the thrills and spills of international relations

i without even the remotest risk of war breaking out — where beiter to be

! thun the Cairo Embassies Five-a-Side Football Friendly?

.1 Thix year 24 countries are represented at the Ahli indoor hall, an increase
Tvood last year's record of 16,
wi Our goal Tast year was to increase friendship with Egyptians, even

% urough there were no Egyptians playing,” said Asbraf Adham, champion-

-hiip coordinator. who has obviously been trained in the Kenny Dalglish

Schoal of Imemational Diplomacy. “The different nationalides are repre-

i sonted by their envoys o Egypl,” he continued. “Our goal this time is 10

promute tourism. and get the warm loving feeling of the Egyptians put

across in the right way.” It would seem that Adham has also been attending
the Alan Shearer School of Personal Relationship Management (star pupil:

+  Keith Gillespie.

4 The vehicles of that warm loving feeling this year include the Comoro Is-

i lunds. the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom. Bahrain. the United

» States. Sudan. Russia. Camercon, China. Italy. France. Turkey, Syria, Ger-

i many. Morocco. Argentina and Somalia. Also represented are the Arab

. League and Egypt. in the form of a team from the Foreign Ministry.

It was 2 surprise besond his wildest dreamis when
Nader El-Saved. Zamulek's zoalkesper. v named
the best goalkeeper in Atnea. ! never dwought
abowut it because | kept focused on one Lhing: ihal
Egypt had w win. 1 fergot all aboait myseir.” Nader
said. It is this spirit of seifless determination that
united the whole 1eam and brousht them the 1ro-
phy. The playvers were aot looking to win fame or
to show off their own individual skills. All they
wunted 10 do was to win the cup for the Egvplian
fans.

Before it was announced that Nader would keep
Egypt's goal. there had been strang competition for
the job berween him. Essam El-Hadri and Ahmed
Saber. Right up il the last minute, Fekrv Salah.
the goalkeepers’ coach. was unable 1o choose be-
ween the three because they were ail very good.
*The three were waining bard as they =1l wanted w
have (he chance to represent Egypt in the African
Nations Cup and play a pan in their team’s vic-
tory.” Salah commented. Finalls he setdded on Mad-
er, who had improved a great deal in wraining. After
acting as substitute to El-Hadri in both the African
Nations qualifying rounds and the friendly touma-
ment in South Korea. Nader had regained his seli-
confidence and shown he was martch fit once azain.
He had also impressed Mahmoud El-Gohary. the
technical mamager of the national wam. who was
heard to say, “Nader El-Saved is the caimest goal-

2g-yaar-old Mader El-Sayed
ensured Egyot kepta
virtually clean sheet in
Burkina Faso, and walked off
with the a2ccolade of best
goalkeeper on the continent.
Abear Amwartalks to the
man with giue on his hands

T o ot A e |
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Lecper | s s 2ver sezn.”

This calmpess = ¢ the secret of his success. As
he himsel! said, I T ese oy temper. [ won't be
able e bleck the shors” Facinge bvory Coast on a
penal cheddout, it wes tiuenks w a save from Nad-
er tha Egvpt aade it through to the yuarter-finals.
“In iy one shet 1 wifi never forgel.” the woatkeeper
remarhad. But how does e do 11?7 For Nuder. even
penalties ure smpie: A soalkeeper has 10 be calm
enoigir upd conventrute well envugh 1o be able 10
keep Lis eve on the ball”

Althouzh he w o not nominated for the title, Nad-
er Wik in eliect up againsi Burkina Faso's Ibrahim
Diara and Scuth Africs’s Badaian Balawi for the
aw.and,

Nader ool oply won e litde, he was also in ex-
celient shape. and has since received a number of of-
ters o join clubs in Francs. Beigium and England.
“They ure ali verhal urfers. so 1 have nol made up
my mind ahout any of them. but if they do materi-
alise | will siud> alf of them carcfully and choose the
best. T am not hooking tor the most money. but for
ihe pluce where | will learn and gain the most ex-
perience.” Nader added that he will also have to ob-
tain Zamalek s agreement before going professional,
aithough he does not have a contract with Zamalek.
Bul a» he suy=. “This is the club where | have been
trained and ns coaches have given me a lot, so the
Jeast I eun do is o sayv thank you.™

Praying to win
AUSTRIA is leaving no stone unturned as it
heads into the World Cup. Camrying the red-
and-white striped Austrian flag. Beppo Mau-
hart, the president of the Austrian Soccer
Federation. and coach Herbert Probaska,
went over the hills and through the woods to
pray at the shrine at Maria Loretto. At the
end of the pilgrimage to the Black Madonna
of Maria Loretio, the men gave thanks for
Austria’s World Cup qualification and asked
the Black Madonna to bring the team luck
this summer.

Kanu’s first

NWANKWO Kanu. whose full recovery
from heant surgery is key to Nigena's World
Cup hopes, scored his first ftalian league
goal for Inter Milan last week. The forward
scored in the 73rd minute on a close-in shot
as Inter won 4-0 over Atanta of Bergamo.
He entered as a substitute six minutes into
the second half. Kanu was greeted with a
two-minyie standing ovation by the 40,000
crowd a1 San Sirp Stadium. He underwent
surgery for a deformed heart valve at the
Cleveland Clinic in November 1996, three
moaths after leading Nigeria to the gold
medal at the Atanta Olympics. The lanky
2]-year-old, his comeback siowed by a series
of leg injuries, made his Iialiap league 11
February.

Blood letter

LOVING a sport to the extent that a fan
spilled his blood to cheer his team in the
World Cup is something to add to the ec-
centricities of sports. A Romanian soccer {an
bas written a letter using his own blood, ex-
plaining wby he wants to watch Romania
competz in the World Cup.

“] wanted to speak for all

inflamed soccer fans in my
country.” Constantin Tal-
pau told the daily Narional
newspaper. “I was thinking
about sailors, sick people
and military personnel who
won't be able to attend,”
be said. “Soccer is my life.
Come on Romania. We
will die and be resurrected
with soccer,” wrote Talpau
in a letter to a soft drinks
company running a com-
petition, with tickets to the
World Cup in France this
summer as the prize. Tal-
pau is tipped as one of the
lucky winners. But results
have not been announced,
so be doesn't know if he
spilled his blood in vain.

Soccer song
SENEGALESE singer
Youssou N'Dout, 2 pop
giant in his west African
homeland. has recorded the
official World Cup anthem.
N'Daur, 38, told Le Parisi-
en daily that he had been
crazy about soccer since he
was a litile boy growing up
In Dakar, the capital of Se-
negal. It's not the first time
that N'Dour has composed
a song with soccer in mind.
Thirteen years ago, he
wrote a song called The Li-
ons for the Senegalese na-
tonal team. This year's
World Cup song is entitled
La Cour des Grands —
The Court of the Great.

Edited by

Inas Mazhar

External rubber house paints apanese
N ¢ fife

“Applying quality to eaLt

- Specialised technicians to carry out ali types of

paint and spray jobs .
» Engineers offer free technical advice
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Raghadan commercial establishment
8 Dr. ibrahim Shawki Street, Nasr City, Cairo
Tel:2627902 Fax:2611027
Al-Sakr Company for Agencies and Commercial
Services
40 Gezirat Al-Arab Street, Mohandissen
Tel: 3057762

Come and see us at the Cairo
International Fair, the German wing

Spiral air compressors produced by Kaeser, Germany

Diges alr from 135 cubic metres/minute to 75 cubic
metres/minute
Pressures of 7.5, 10, and 13 bars

Spiral air compressors - Mobile diesel air compressors -
High pressure vibrating air compressors - Diving air
compressors - Non—pil compressors - Deflating air pumps -
Air pressure boosters
20 years of Kaeser setvice to the Egyptian industry 1978-1098
More than 2000 units working efficiently in Egypt.
_ Avallabie spare parts
Specf_ai_'rgad service centre provided with engineers and
_ techniclans “tralned abroad”
Administration and showroom:
83 Sabtia Street Tel:766266-774400, Fax-5750113

Serv - ! :
T:Ir:\;ce Centre; 8 El-Makhzan Sireet, behind 89 Sabtia Stroet
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Al-Ahram: A Diwan of contemporary life

% 18 |

In the spring of 1912, AlAhram found
itself party to a dramatic court case. On
6 Apnl it had feanwed a letter from one
ofns:_eedqs,mﬁﬂed“!‘hemﬂnbom
the resignation of Saad Pasha ™ The let-
ler was signed “Aref”, 2 peendonym that
In Arabic means “T know™. The sabject
In questzon was nope other than Sasd
Zaghionl, who wonld evenrually be-
come the leader of the 1919 Revolation,
though at the time of this Jetter he had
Just resigned from his post as mipister
of justice.
So intimate was Aref’s awareness of
q::mcnlgnmncesofbghhul‘smﬁgm—
a contemporary reader might
have suspected thar the writer ‘was
Zaghioul himself. Certainly the contents
of the letter piqued the readers” curiosity
as o his oue identity, which only the
editors of Al-Ahram could have known.
1hey_wonldnothave_pubﬁshedhislet—
ter without knowing his identity before-
hand. Also, even if they agreed not 10
divuige his name, they would do so if
required by a comrt, which is precisely
what occumred only a few days afier the
leFIm;ewas;nblished.
story began two months -
vion;lywhenrumonrsﬁmstanedpcir:-
culating of Zaghloul’s intention to re-
sign. “He feels that he is not in
with his colleagnes and other senior of-
ficials,” commented Al-Ahram. Some
newspapers suggested that he was
firm aod resolute, trais that the
system is in dire need of ™ |
minister, he wrote, “could be very
ible and compliznt when the
arose.” The reason he resigned, he said,
was that “he told a tale in high places
that questioned the mregrity and dignity
of a senfor government official, and in
so doing he believed that he was serving .
the interests of his nation However, fate
did not smile upon Saad Pasha for hav-
ing followed this i for it oc-
curred to some that his efforts were de-
signed to sow discord between ™o
personages of high stature, whereas it is
i the interests of the nation to promote
concord and imderstanding between
them.™
Contemporary Al-Ahram  readers
would have made sense of whar to us
wonld initially be an enigma. That was
because they would heve known that
by “high places” Aref was alluding to
the Khedive Abbes, that the “senior of-
ficial” was Hassein Muharram Pasha
whom Abbas wanted to appoint as ad-
ministrator of the affairs of Saliha Ha-
pem, the widow of Prince Mohamed
Saad Zaghloul's authorisation, which
he refused on the groonds that Mu-
harram was comruopt. As Moharram was
on good terms with both the khedive

“ioa
court
&x- .
flex-
need

228 Akram

Chronicle 13

and the Brush '
High Commis-

sioner Lord Kitch- y

ner, Abbas insisted

Zaghloul s a byword

S

that the minister of
jostice  snbstantiate
his claims.

of the “troublesome

minister”  without loul regarded as slanderous. Zaghioul won the case.
epeounrering objec- :
tions from the. high M

commissioner. Aref was delighted. Ab-
bas had thwarted Zaghloul's scheme 1o
sow discord between “Iwo personages
of high statre.™
Aref further wrote that Zaghloal. after
intercession of a member of the royal
family “to present to the khedive his
(Zaghlonl's) expressions of sincere re-
ﬁmgmﬁ“mdm“}aym
royal Zaghloul's request for an
audience. Yet, Aref continues, “he had
no altemative but 1o resign, for the con-
cord between the wo of
bigh sreure is more solid than he im-
agined and the interests that bind them
are too strong to be shaken by slander.”
Moreover. as though it were not suf-
ficient to depict Zaghloul as spineless
andtoinsinninetha:hehagfoﬂ'emdto
compromise integrity of his posi-
tion, Aref further accused him of du-
plicity. The resignation tendered by
Zaghloul to the khedive on 31 March,
amxl deposited in the Egyptian mini-
sterial archives, read, “As a resuit of my
failure to secure the satisfaction of Yoar
Royal Highness, I feel myself no longer
of folfilling the duties of my
position. I, therefore, find it imperative
to submit to Your Royal Highmess my
Tesignation from my post, in the hopes
that yon will accept it.”
) ing to Aref, ‘Zaghlonl made
two copies of this letter of resignation.
“It is romoured, however, that he con-
signed the second copy to his brother 1o
d_elivetallalo the tBhnhﬂ;h high com$is~
sioner, along wi message, “You
have sacrificed me to appease the khe-
dive” However, Kitchner nesponded

-that what had occurred was in the inter-

ests of the public welfare.”

Saad Zaghionl was not about to take
these insults lving down. We find his
for 6 ApeL That evewing ai the el e
or i evening at es-
tate of his father-in-law, Mostafa Fah-

mi, "we received the newspapers and
discovered thar one of them — Al
Ahram — had published an article car-
rying the signatore “Aref’. The article
was 50 slanderous that [ felr § had no re-
course bin to take the publisher to couri.
I dispatched the necessary ielegrams
and, ai the supe tme, I wrotc to the
owner of Al-Ahram asking him 10 in-
form me of the idenrity of the anthor of
that letter.”

Al-Ahram published the laster it bad
received from Saad Zaghloul. It read:
“The contents of the letier written by
Aref and published in yesterday's Al-
Ahram are entirely fazlse, particularly
the sugpestion that I appealed 1o one of
the members of the royat family 10 in-
tercede with the khedive to express my
remorse. to seck his forgiveness and to
beg him to retain me in my post so that
I might serve as his weapon against his
adversaries. [ am pre to have the
truth made explicit, which can only be
done if Aref reveals his troe idearity.
My dignity does not permit me 1o dis-
cuss these manters further with a person
whose identity remains onknown to me.
particularly as the exposure of the muth
requires the divulgence of certain in-
formation which shomld remain con-
fidential *

The same day Al-Ahram received a
second article from Aref. It prefaced the
article with an explanation to jts readers
that the newspaper had commanicated
to Aref Zaghioul's request 1o the news-
paper to divolge his identity. Aref had
responded that he bore foll re-
sponsibility for what he wrote and
would write in the future and that he an-
thorised Al-Ahram 1o divalge his real
pame only if asked to do s0 by one of
the pational or mixed courts.

In his memoirs, Zaghioul describes
Aref’s second article as “longer than a
winter’s night and moch colder and
sharper- than the blade of 2 sword.”

To Egyptians, the name Saad

tionalism and patriotism. Zaghioul
led a nationalist uprising against
5 cla British occupation in 1919, It did not succeed in getting
wu-mhz’gmm dom' the British out, but it was the first shot in a long and bitter
“in spite of his eus-  struggle that Gamal Abdel-Nasser crowned in 1854 with
T e 3™ an agreement for British withdrawal. In this instalment of
. com;sé:'- as Aref his Diwan series, Dr Yunan Labib Rizk telis the story
poly jcommented o & court st filed by Zaghloul against Ismail Abaza, a
had 2 golden-cp- prominent politician with close links to the royal palace.
pommnity 1o g€t fd  Ahaza had written in Al-Ahram two articles which Zagh-
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Reading the
letter, ope has
linle difficulty
in  detecting
the venom that
Zaghlou]
fonnd so chill-
mg. h re-
comted -
cidenmts over the eniirc course of
Zaghloul's career thar if proven mue.
would have considerably hampered hic
future prospects in polidcal life. That
Zaghloul had no imention of ahban-
doning political life with his resignztion
from the Minisry of Justice is evident
from his memoirs and borpe out by fater
facts. He was. therefore, keen 10 clear
himself of all aspersions against his
character. Aref wrote that while minister
of edocation, Zaghlounl, eager to in-
gratiate himself with an aristocratc fam-
ily whose son was attending Assiut ele-
mentary school, had the pupil cxempied
from wition fees. Lord Cromer. then
high commissioner, harshly rep-
rimanded him for contravening in-
sirucrions to end all forms of free educa-
don, Then, while minister of justice.
Zaghioul had pominaed an individual
for 2 chair in the Cowrt of Appeals
which had fallen empty. However. “the
government rejected Zaghloul’s nom-
mee and approved the candidaie nom-
inated by the cabinet, with which de-
cision Zaghloul promptly complied.”

On 13 April 1912, the Public Pros-
ecutor’s Office snmmoned Daoud Bar-
akat, editor-in-chief of Al-Akram, for
questioning regarding the anticles pub-
lished in his newspaper under the byline
“Aref”. When Barakar divulged the ap-
thor’s identity. Zaghloul was not totally
takten by surprise. It was Ismail Abaza, a
prominent Egyptian politician known
for his close connectons o Abdeen Pal-
ace. Barakar then submined to the pros-
ecution the originals of the letters that

had been published in
Al-Akram so that the
S lawvers could detcrmine
= t their authenticity and as-
cerizin that they cor-
5 responded  accurately
with the printed ver-

sions, With 2 measure
of relief, Al-Akram in-
formed 15 readers: ~“We
have respecled the au-
thor's wishes 1w main-
lain the confdeniality
of his ideatity unfess or-
dered 10 do otherwise by
e courts. We have
been ordered by the
counts o divulge his
ideniity and have com-
plicd 2nd submined the
apprupriate  documenis.
Having so acted. the
hooourable prosecution
has po desire 10 im-
plicate us further in this
case and 1o punich the
newspaper for what i
publishes.™

The following dav, the
prosecution  summoened
Abzza who admined full
responsipility for the letters. However.
as Al-Alrgm repons, when the pros-
sculcr began auestioning him on the
contents of the letters, Abaza responded.,
~in order to answer your questions re-
Zarding these letters. I require at least
wo weeks in order 1o prepar: my de-
fense and to paiher the pertinent ev-
idence.” Zaghloul's lawyers responded
by alleging that Abaza bad written his
f=ttars after Zaghloot had lefi public of-
iice. opening himself up 10 possible
charpes of defzmation of character.
Abaza responded, I critivised the per-
formance of his duties while in govern-
ment office and the fauls 10 which [
have alluded were directed at him in his
capacity as minister. I, therefore. have
the right w substantiate my claims.” Not
only did the prosecution approve Aba-
za's request for a delay, it also approved
his request that Zaghloul himself be
present during the investigatory pro-
cedures, “since his lawyers cannot an-
swer for him in matters penaining (o his
personality which only he knows.™

The mial resumed on 28 April. Present
were Abaza. defended by Fabhmi lzzat
and Desouki Abaza, and Zaghloul's
lawyers, Ibrahim El-Halbawi and Mo-
hamed Yousef, The laner opencd the
hearings with the statement: “My client
has asked me to state that the purpose of
his suit is pot to exact revenge, but 1o
defend the interests of tuth against the
forces of falseness,”

While the hearings were under way,
attempts were made to seek a settlement

out of ¢ourt Mediators for Zaghloul
had approached Abaza's lawycrs with
the proposal that, if Abaza published a
forma] letter of apology, Zaghloul
woutld drop charpes. Abaza refased,
leaving no aliernative but for the law 1o
pursue its course.

On 30 May. Caire Criminal Court re-
sumed hearings. Thousands of people
arrived at the courthouse on the assump-
tion that the hearings were public. To
their at  disappoimtment. and par-
ticularly rankling for the members of
the press, the hearings were declared se-
cret and could only be attended by the
members of the court, the litigants and
their represcntatives.

i1 is only from Zaghloul's memoirs
that we learmn what truly occurred.
None of the wilnesses. whether those
brought by the defense or by the clai-
mant, could corroborate Abaza's ac-
count. Two cited the need for con-
Tidentiality demanded by high coffice.
a third denied that he had seen a see-
ond copv of Zaghlonl's resignation
leaer, and a founh denied that Zagh-
loul hid sent his resignation letter to
Kitchner firsi. The only witness whosc
testimony might have lent some force
in Abaza's defense was that of Mo-
harram Pasha, who did confirm that
Zaghlowl had amemmed w discredit
him. But he added that bath the khe-
dive and Kitchner gave linle weight 10
Zaghloul's opinion and still wanted 10
appoiot him as guardian 1o Saliha Ha-
nem.

On 2 June the court announced ils
vepdice It came as quite a dis-
appointment to Zaghloul. In the opinion
of the court. Aref’s articles did not con-
stitute defamation of characier, but rath-
er crticism of a political figure. How-
ever. since Abaza was unable to
corroborate his charges against Zagh-
loul. the court sentenced him to a fine
of LE10 and to payment of the com-
pensation demanded by the claimant
which was LE1. Zaghloul also expected
a more enthusiastic response o his “vic-
tory™. However, as he wrote in his me-
moirs, “I only received a few con-
gratulatory telegrams and visits from
some friends.” What particulaly ran-
Kled with Zaghloul, however, was the
official. publicised version of the
court's explanation of its verdicl. which
appeared on 8 June. Zaghloul accused
Kitchner of suppressing cerlain aspects
of the original ruling several days pre-
viously.

The author is a pro-
fessor of history and
head of Al-Ahram His-
lory Studies Centre.

‘Arab water® exhibition and conference iy o
to be held in Cairo from 26 - 28 April 98 TR W ror Yo, skedes me
AN'ARAB WATER conference and extibifion wili be held from 26 to A S P
28 April 1998 — organised by the Ministry of Public Works and Water.
Resources — at the Cairo Intemational Conferance Centre, under the .
auspices of Mohamed Abu Zeid, minister of public works and waler re-

More than 1,200 professionals from 20 countries ane expecied o at-
mmammmmmmmmwibe:m

For more information, please call Nadia Romanion: 3423062
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CEBIT ’98 Hannover
open for business

ACITEX wins
praise all round

E % §
THE CEBIT Fair [ Rillians s A
— held annually K- SRR S
in Hannover. Ger-
many — will be
held this year
from 19-25
March. The trade
fair will include
more thaa 7.200
exhibitors from
all over the world,
displaying thetr i
Ay THE SUCCESS of A-
area of 3 .

» g 08 are from  Research and Technology Transferr  (203) A
-mmﬂmumﬂ% ; The fair is visited.anmually by aroand 600,0000 Ahram's Smh Computers
ird %ﬁhﬂ(’]m (1.608 ex-  people from al! over the world. The German and Information Technology
hihmimrs) Arah Chamber of Commerce Egyptians Exhibition (ACITEX) — heid
N Computg D e e 12,1521 Febmary at e

i 428 : . iro Intemational r-
oy luegrsd MIGlachrng Gty figh sckes io Hamover in siifon 0 0BI ol Cortra CIOG— strass.
Consulting and Services ((;3852 ﬂﬂg . ; " es the degree of interest in
mﬂmﬁ“"“’ ‘@61) For more information please contact Miss Mona  the language of the century.
Ban;e_r;c lmﬂlhnn EY (128 El-Mazhdi, Hannover fairs’ supervisor at it has become clear that

oY chamber, Tel: 3413662 the Cairo Imemational Con-

Security Equipment/Card Technology (231)

ference Centre {CICC) is

Posar Jones
he.oarial Roow u

B m..?_.. r—e cm o

@ Arab Land Bank (@)

National Bank of Egypt

' Aweskly update on the NBE Securities Market bndex
from S - 12 March 1988

Al-Arabiya St., Mohandessin ﬁ
@ Increased sefvices - Easylo @
%A

work with - Save time and money

Deposits - Credit - lnve§tment I .
s 1 Clasing On 1213798  343.1% Poimis
Cairo: Al-Arish: :: -
22 Abdek-Khalek Tharwat St 23 July Bt =
Heliopolis:  Aswani 334
114 Al-Mirghan: St. Abtal Al-Tahnr St ey
Alexandria: Monson_:ra’: = M6 IME 20227 328 32 T4 3W 390 I
25 Abdel-Sallam Aret Gomhou_nya St S esam— EYTT——
Ismailia: Zagarnig: polnts for the week ending 1221808 against 341.74 points for the
Orabi Square %1 Saad Zaglou! St. weak ending 5/3/1068.
8 - 4 largest increases and decreases:
Mohandessiis | | 2 GashS. - Comgary [ =2~] | Coupuny oo
Opening soon . - The Orlontel Weavers | a77] | South Caro & Giza | 08
6th of Ocotber City: Shorouq: . ' g | | Ficuriats
Under cunslrucuou Under construction. Kkaso _ . a
- : - Halwan Pordand Ca- | 438 marn Bank
Headquarters: 78 Gameat Al-Dawal ment . 4
+23]| | AtAma Co. for
Crodt: Int. TEgypls Al Ama Co. o Storing | . |
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Egypt participates
in new international investment fund

A NEW CLOSED intemational investmenl fund, with 59.83 per cent
of Egyptian investments, was recently listed on the Irish Stock Ex-
change. The new fund's capital amounis fo $53.5 million.

Egyptian investors in the fund include the iour public banks, Misr
Insurance Company and Sociéiée Geénerale Nationale Bank. In
comparison, non-Egyptian Arab Investmenis represenl 18.27 per
cent of the lotal capital compared to the 16.27 per cent of Eu-
ropean, and the 5.23 per cent of Amesican, investments.

The investment fund is managed by Sociétée Générale Emerging
Europe Asset Management Lid.

the ideal location for holding
serious conferences and im-
portant exhibitions. For ex-
ample, the above pholo —
showing the sheer number
of cars parked — reveals
the density and hence inter-
est of visitors in AlAhram'’s
sixth ACITEX exhibitton. In
fact, to meet the needs of
the large number of visitors
to the exhibition, the organ-
isers were also forced fto
open the car park of the sta-
dium to accomodate the ex-
tra cers.

nars.
The high number of vis-

5 500mn authorissd

capita:

$ 100mn issued ond
paid-up capital

Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt

S.A.E.

{a joint stogk

Egypifan company)

it also offers its clients

» A integrated group of Curtent ard investrent accounts in local and
e curenties.

» Economic preiec's finance within the framework of the govemnment’s
develepmert program and that 5 through the islamic financing forms
as Musharaksh {parnership) and Mudarabah (trust inanca).

« Differen: banking senvizes threuch its agent's network all ever the
wrnd. '

» All invesiment rustee services as seffing up cormpanies,

receiving subsoriptions, seting owners' associalins, real estate
marketing and hokding {airs.

» Selling, buying and deposiing securilies.

* Automatic Tailar Macnine cards whah provide the client with a

itors not only indicates the 24-hour dastly semwice.
importance of ACITEX, but i
also reveals the potential Headquarters and Cairo branch :

presence  of
makers who have vital inter-
gsts in computers and in-
formation technology.

We hope that success wiil
accompany ACITEX’s sev-
anth exhibition which will be
Held from 36 February
1999, once again at the
CICC.

is pleased to offer Muslim pilgrims services
of the Hajj Cheques issuing and seliing

= Cheques are soid in Sawdi riyal, US coliars arx Egyptian pounds,
= This service 3 available 1o indwviduals, associations, syndicaies and
raval companies,

1113 Comish EI Nif < Caird Tel: 5753100-5753165-5750047-777148
" Granches: Cairo-Ghamea - Melopatis - Dokki - Assius - Sohag -

Alexandsia - Damanhour - El Mahala &l Keubm - €l

Marscoura - Tanta - Benhaz - .
For real estate services please contact investiment Trusiees

Suez

General Department
17 E+-Falcuga St, Agouza Teu3l36<08
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past

Correcting

mistakes

The UNDP is joining efforts to conserve Isiamic mon-
uments in Fatimid Cairo. Omayma Abdel-Latif reports

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is putting forward a series of proposals
10 conserve Fatimid Cairo. The site includes the
largest cluster of islamic mopuments iff the coun-
try and, possibly. the world The proposals focus
on prwen'mg this priccless heritage and im-
proving the living stondard of the area’s res-
idents.

“Historic Cairo has 2 specific physical char-
acrer and a strong social identity. with invaluable
monuments dominating the area™ Michele
Fouad, the project’s supervisor. said.

According to the study, the UNDP will work in
conjunction with the Supreme Council of An-
tiquities (SCA) to conserve Fatimid Cairo be-
cause, the report says, “it contains some of the
most importamt monuments in the Islamic
world.” The decision was taken in response 10
President Hosni" Mubarak’s directives that the
monuments should be preserved.

Officials from the ministries of culture and
tourism and the Cairo Governorate are expected
1o meet soon 1o examine the UNDP proposals for
conserving the area and wming it inte what has
been described as an “open-air museum”.

But restoring the area to its former glory is a
difficuit challenge. antiquities experts believe. *

A report prepared by a team of Islamic archi-
tecture experts described the simation in Fatimid
Cairo as deplorable. The report. made available
to Al-Alram Weekly, states that encroachments
vpon historic sites have reached wtagic pro-
portions. with more than 180 such violations re-
corded in Al-Muezz Swreét alone.

The report put the blame squarely on the Min-
istry of AlAwgaf (religious endowments) for
leasing some of the historic palaces. madrassas
(schools) and beirs (houses) to traders in the
Khan Al-Khalili bazaar. “Palaces such as the pal-
ace of Beshtak. the Ashrafiva and Sathiyha ma-
drassas bave been occupied by tradess.” says
Abdullah El-Arnar. head of the Islamic monu-
ments department at the SCA. “The Mosque of
Suleiman El-Salebdar is being used as a store-
house by the Ministry of Education. The palaces

are in the worst possible condition and, if these’

¢ncroachments continue, things will be even
worse.”

The area coverad by the UNDP plan of action
extends from the gates of Bab Al-Futuh and Bab
Al-Nasr southward to the Mosque of Ibn Tulun,
The UNDP study warns against moonting “pres-
sure for large-scale development™ which poses a
threat 10 “Old Cairo’s identity, changing the pat-
tern of land usage from residential to commercial
in the absence of adequate infrastructure and a
pational land usage

Tbestudyuotedlha:“therehasbeenalong—
term decline in the appearance of historic Cairo
as living conditions and the quality of life de-
teriorated rapidly. There is no systematic solid
waste collection in the area and the majarity of
the  enfreprenents are ool environmentally orient-
ed.” the study added.

According w a demographic study carried out
as part of the UN conservation project, there are
some 30.000 squarters in historic Cairo, Hving in
shacks, ruined buildings and on vacant plots of
land. The latest census shows thet about 15 per
cent of the work force in the area are un-
emploved. As many as half of all residenis may
be living below the poverty line.

The shudy says the “international community
seems powerless to make a significant technical
and financial contribution to improve condi-
tions.”

The UNDP that the ownership
of all moguments shmﬂdbcﬂansfmedmthe
Supreme Council of Antiquities as currently only
five per cent are owned by the Council while 95

* per cent belong to the Ministy of Al-Awgaf.”

It also suggests that polhmtion should be re-
duced by relocating workshops that pose an ec-
ological hazard outside historic Cairo.

A plan is 2lso under study o ban motorised
waffic from Al-Muezz Street, tuming it into a
promenade for pedestrians. Only service vehicles
would be allowed on the street during specific
halclturs. Emergency vehicles would be allowed at

times.

have also been installed.

Information Service.

- GEMS SHINES BRIGHTL
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museum

The newly renovated and enlarged museum in Mansoura is an important
new atiraction in the cily. Nevine El-Aref atiended the inaugural ceremony

Following five years of restoration and repgvation, the Mansoura Natiopal Museam
officially opened last week. The Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA) launched the
y artifacts from the Ayyubid

inauguration of the museum, whose exhibits are primaril,

erz in the 13th cenmury, when the crusaders came as far as the Delta. The honse in
which Louis IX was placed under house arrest, nowrenovated,:spm‘tott'mecomplex.

Ahmed Nawar, head of the moseum department, said

. that attractive new displays were arranged and decorated

and appropriate lighting, ventilation and air-conditioning
installed. The walls were cleaned and damaged tiles
replaced. “The renovation was carried oat by museam
expens from the SCA for LE600,000,” Nawar said.

Mapsoura Mugenm is small, Jocated in E]l-Muowafi
Square off Port Said Street. It was oxiginally opened in
the 1960s by the late President Gamal Abdel-Nasser in
memory of the victory of the city against the seventh
Crusades headed by King Lonis IX.

The museum includes three sections: the newly-restored

' Dar Ibn-Lugman (Tbn-Lugman House), where Louis IX

bad been held, the main exhibition hall and a new hall
designed to hold exhibitions of contemporary artists.
Maher Galal, head of the Islamic and Coptic

Department in Dagahliya Governorate, said “Part of Dax

Ion-Luqman, which is open to visitors, is all that remains
of the original structare. Thehonseonoebelongedto
Fakhrul-Din Tbn the bead of juries during the
Ayyubid period He built it in 1219 to serve as his office
in Mansoura. It overlooked the Nile but is now
sumounded by a small, nicely cultivated garden. The
bouse was orginally 200 square metres, but 50 square
metres is all that remains.”

The museum has two storeys. The first contains two
sloremomsandthesecondahanwherelbn-buqman
worked and received visitors. “Apart from it bemg the
prison where the French king was incarcerated in 1250,
Dar Iho-Luqman is an historically important building in
its own righi,” said Galal.

Among the noteworthy attractions in the musenm are
weapons and m:htary
apparel used during the
Ayyuabid era and
paintings depicting the
Franco-Egyptian war and
the capture of King Louis
D{. A la:gc map of old

stamesofA %‘psum

kike El-SaIeh Nagmui-Din
El-Ayyoubi, Turanshah
and Shagaret El-Durr are
also on display.

The inauguration was
attended by senior
officials mcludlng Maj, |
Gen. Fakhrul-Din Khaled,
the governor of the
province, and Mohamed
Saleh, director of the
Egyptian Museum as well
sl 265
o] g are confident
that Mansoura will see
more visitors in the near
future., .

Entrance is LE2 for
Egyptians and LEIO for
Joreigners. -

Public involvement
in conservation

Members of Roteract, a branch of the Rotary Club, took bp brooms, pails
and cloths this week to give Cairo’s El-Mnezz Lidiniliah Street ancther
clean-up.NevmeEl—Antwastherefortheshmmgday

“This is our second amempt to apgrade the street,™ satd Tamer El-Fiqai,
urban designer architect. “Our aim this year was io provide services for

Thewod:.madepom‘bkaﬁerthemmschmdm
mvnlveddemngpuﬁofgarbagnlha:hadbhghﬁedmmcmmm
the area, placing dustbins and adoming the street with flower pots. Benches

“This is the second step to re-plan the street.” said E}-Fiqqi, adding that
last year 22 signs identifying various sites and giving bistorical facts were
positioned. A map of the street identified where each monument was, while
tourist agencies will provide brochures for every mommment. -

Rommacbmyorgamuuonwurkmgmcoﬂabmwnhﬂn

El-Muezz Street is one of the most crowded areas in'the so-called Patimid

historical zone, which includes 68 sites in a three-kilometre-long areaIts
clean-up was just a small step, but one in the right direction. '

New provmmal

E Q@

i

pedesmmsmdmkeumerformemmvmtmehsmmﬂyw {} Deal of the week.
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BOOK NOW!:
offer oaly valid within this
week for reservations till
300498

. 25% discount
. on food & beverage
if you buy your package
before Friday 5.00pm
For reservations
60 Giza Street - Dokid
Tel: 3360791/26/8
Fax: 3361936

ECspr T
Telephone Numbers of Cairo Offices

2450270-2450260 _
Departure and arrival only (24 Hours daily)

Airport
2441460-2452244
M i
2911830-4183720
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2908453-2904528
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830888-2823271
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2741953-27463386
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2039072/4-2039071
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‘Opera
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and absence of politicat participation
as some of the issves which they and
their Egyptian sisters confronted.

In his address. Adli Hussein, gov-
emor of Mepoufiya, stressed the
need 10 devise educstional pro-
grammes relevant to rural comdi-
uons. wilh greaer emphasis on
agricalral problem-solving strmt-
egies, environmental awareness and
preservation, the developmem of

crafis and small induxtries as well as

the inmoduction of new technologies
dimed at increasing the quality of
production.

According o Minister of Social

mphony

ubarak paid tribete to the efforts of rural leaders

grammes aimed at eradicating ii-
Iiteracy are already in plate through-
oul the governorates, a mumber which
wili be doubled by 2500. Fur-
thermore, LEIS million have been
earmarked this year for the establish-
ment of small projects, imisted and
run by women who will be gramed
medipm-ierm. imeresi-free loans for
this purpose. Tellawi emphasised thar
small industries must be placed with-

" in the framework of a development

plan and spoke of the need for ec-
opomic planning in the roral areas,
She sajd that 4.000 volutary organ-
isations are currenUy offering med-

S

The. third National Symposium on Egyptian rural women, which included severed representatives
from different Arab countries for the first time, took place this week in Menoufiya urder the auspices
. of Mrs Suzanne Mubarak; who attended the closing ceremony. Rania Khallaf was there

expressed hope that heip will be ex-
tended 10 these associations.

Several participants in the workshop
on the education of the female child
called for anention Lo be paid to dis-
crepancies in the levels of education
of rural childrer: girls are ofien 1aken
ot of schoot 51 an earty age 1o helpin
the homie and in the Selds. while their
brothers are allowed 1o complete their
educarion. Ar this poinr in tme, the
£ap seems 10 be widening, with very

rouny girls dropping om repulerly or.
3! bEﬁ.glglsmndmg school im:gu!l'arly
because they are required 1o help with
household chor:s and the reaning of
siblinas.

Another issue subjected to lengthy
debate was the need for rural women

hold’s sole breadwinners. A degree of
security and a regular income are ew-
sential for the well-being of the fami-
lv. In this conteat. marketing tech-
niques 1o improve the distribution of
coods manutacmured by rural women
were discussed. The delegutes from
Jordan and Kuwait conmibueed ex-
ampies of methods of mark=ting used
in their countries. More markets peed
o be opened for new export-oriemed
products, Other sopgestions included
the creation of a central database cov-
ering the reral areas of the Armb coun-
tries from which information abowt
demand and products available can be
matched effectvely to improve mar-

"'\\'; 19-25 March 1998 S : :
. & . .
: .
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3 In her closing address, last jay_ -
Mrs Suzanne Mubask momondsY:
glc work of the the third National
YIposmm on miral women and unp-
derlined her support for the rec-
ommendations issued by the sym-
posimm, the most i of which
memndmgtheimﬂmhe
rural areas, providirg more education
opportunities, promotmg  re-
productive heatth programmes and
X medical mmsurance ser-
vices to vural areas.
In a two-day series of
aimed at improving the condition of
rural women, the symposiom, which
COnvenes every two vears under the
auspices of Mrs Mubarak, president
of the National Committee tor Egyp-
- tian Women, pinpoimed several ar- - -
"_"hi?hneededwbeaddlessedim- EE L . :
% mediately. Among the . most  at
gmt mdlm were the t_heen_t‘ldtheonnfe-rel_u_:el\lrsSuzanne'M
ucation ol women, including  generalised, she said.
. the establishmem of illiteracy erad- — The presence of delegates from 14
Ication programmes; political, social Arab countries including * Lebanon,
s ! and legal awareness programmes; in-  Syria, Algeria, Morocco Jordan, Ku-
- ' cmsedmenuontogu‘alwom:n‘s wait, the. Emirates. Irag, Sudan and
—_— gencral and reproductive bealth, and  Mauritania, participating in the sym-
development of crafts and spuall in-  posium for the I tme, was en-
dustries owned and managed solely  thusiastically ackwowledged by the
by women. Member of Parliament gronp of Egyptian rural women who
Laila Takla explained the need to anended the opening ceremony and
A rain more leaders selected froon  were invited to discuss their own ex-
among the women of each villege to * periences with the participants in the
( ) head projects. whether income- five workshops. “The problems of ru-
. generating, environmental or educa- ral women are the same all over the
b tional. Experience with rural women  Arab world,™ said cne of the Amb del-
leaders has been excellent so far, and _ egaies. citng illiterscy, reproductive
VD i\ﬂﬁ the system should be extended and = bealth, the lack of 2 separate income  Affairs Mervat Tellawi. 1,000 pro-

" of World War |. A I

A house for women

In her memoirs, Egyptian feminist Huda
Sha’rawi gives a deimled description of what
moust have been one of the most crucial evenrs

in her long and brilliant career struggling for

the achievement of political and 'social rights.
In Harem Years, the Memoirs of an’ Egyptian
Feminist (tramslated and introdoced by Margot
Badran, Virago Press,
1986), she writes thae
Egyptians had begon
voicing their de- &S
. mands for national in- =&
dependence at the end o

delegaiion was
formed with the in-

ish anmhoriry, but was

S PR s

our of mouming...”

‘There was some confusion as to whether per-
mission was eventually granted, but the dem-
onstration took place all the same. It is un-
forrunate that, at the time, much of its impact
was lost. partly because of widespread per-

. geptions that this was an event restricted 1o the
ational Women’s Day: leaders-of Egyptian feminism

_Ll_g;

[N

Khatda Zak

the women continued to lend 1heir unwavering
support to the mémbers of the Wafd through-
out their tribulations. and were ofien in-
strumental in keeping swikes to end the oc-
cupation alive. At the end of 1919, women's
demonstrations were organised against the
Milner mission, which had arrived in Egypt o

_ %
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ical services to rural inhabitamts, and  keting and sales.

March 1923 marked the fourth anniversary of the first women's demonstration led
by Huda Sha'rawi. It is also the date on whith the Egyptian Feminist Union was
founded. Fayza Hassan looks back on 75 yelrs of feminist success and faiture

For the women, it was wo litile. 100 laie.
They felt cheated. “We women consider it
merely a move to paralyse our national move-
ment and mute our passions.” wrote Sha'rawi.
For another year, Sha'rawi continued 1o lead
the Wafdist women in the political arena, but
in March 1923, she, expressed ber un-
willingness to sac-
rifice women's libera-
tion 1o men"s political
purposes and founded
ber own organisation,
the Egyptian Feminist
Union.

§  Afier the Sirdar of
the Sudan was mur-

p hersell a1 loggatheads

N EI-Ghamyawi Laifia E-Nadi Hawwa Idris “ih what she con-

sidered Saad Zagh-

denied permission io - :
leave Egypt. Consequeatly, the ndtionalists
created the Wafd (Delegation) Party in 1919,
under the leadership of Saad Zaghioul, as an

upper class, and partly becanse neither Egyp-
tian_ nor .Brtish men were prepared w take
women seriously. )

In a letter to his father dated 1 April 1919,
Badran comments, Russel Pasha recounts the

incident rather sarcastically: “..My next prob-.
‘lem was a demonsitation by the native Jadies

of Cajro... Well, they assembled in motorcars,
efc., got out and started to walk in a pro-
cession... [ Jet them ger a linde way and then
blocked them .in with police supporied by
troops and there the dear things had to remain
for-an hour and a haif in the hot san with ooth-

“ing to sit on exeept the curb stone.”

‘Wissa, another pioneer of the feminist
cause, who took part in this demonstration. de-
scribes the confronation from .the dem-
onstrators” pomt of view: “We started oot on a
big demonstration carrying flags and slogans.
After a Jiule march, we wene and sur-
rounded by the British soldiers with pointed

"guns and bayonets. We started remoanstrating
" with them... After keeping us standing for

about an hour in the hot sun, we were aliowed
1o disperse and po home™ (in Hanna E Wissa,
Assioul, the Saga of an Egvptian Family, The
Book Guild. 1994).

Undaunted by such anticlimactic beginnings.

Restarant weoew

In the raw

Andrew Steele’s not squeamish.

investigate the revolution. For the first titoe,
the women formed a political body, the Waf-
dist Women's Central Commiftree, of which
Huda Sha'mwi was elected president The
Committee™s main agenda was to assist the
Wafd Party in its souggle.

By 1920, however, the women were com-
plaining of the men’s ingensitivity to Hheir
canse and the lack of interest in their demarids
for a greater degree of emancipation. They
also felt left out of the negotiations which
were Laking place berween London and Cairo:
not only excluded from these talks, they were
alsp kept largely wminformed as to develop-
ments. It was obvious by now that the mem-
bers of the Wafd did not consider women's
emanciparion and political participation one of
their priorities. Nevertheless, the women per-
severed in the national struggle, and 1922 was
a year of organised resistance, boyconts and
mass meetings. It is in this climate of frustra-
tion and overt or covert rebellion that -— sep-
arately from the ongoing negotiations, it seems
— the Allenby Declaration was suddenly is-
sued, unilaterally conceding Egypt's in-
gcplendencc. with four restrictive clauses. 1'?;

aration was quietl mulgated oo
March 1922 in !htq.fourwg_ﬁcid

loul’s conciliatory at-
timde towands the British. In an open letter
which appeared In Al-Akhbar of 24 November
1924, writes Badran, she exhorted him to se-
move himseif from the path of the liberation
movement: “Since vou have failed. while in
public office. 1o folfil your mandate by pos-
nive action, [ ask you not to be an obstacle to
your country™s struggle for liberation... T ask
you to step down.” Sha'rawi also resigmed
from the presidency of the Wafdist Women's
Central Committee.

From 1923 until her death in 1947, Sha'rawi,
often accused of being more concemed with
nationalist than feminist causes, continued to
lead the struggle for the emancipation of wom-
en. In 1930, the Feminist Union moved into its
new head on Malika Nazli inow Ram-
ses) Streel. Jt subsequently became known as
Beit Al-Mar'a (Women's House), bur, when it
was suggested that these words be engraved on
the facade, public opposition was so strong
that the project was shelved indefinitely. a
clear indication that, if Sha’rawi had managed
to open the doors of the harem 1o the women of
her ¢lass during a dme of exceptional national
change. her opponents were waiting to bolt
them at the first opportonity, Jocking the re-
calcitrant women ouL

dered, Sha’rawi_ found -

Not nearly enough

At one point in his life, soon after we were married, my
late hushand became obsessed by the need 1o carn more.
It became a constant preoccupation. | had trouble ander-
standing why, and vsed 1o joke abowut his being born 2
millionaire, without the millions, We were doing fine. |
kept telling him: there was no reason to waorry. Our ex-
penses were growing praciically by the minuwe and
money was losing its value al the same rate, he would
explain impatiently. His troubled state of mind. more
than actual concern as to our financial sitation, finally
forced me 10 take him seriously, “How much would we
need 10 make every month for you 1o feel wecure™ 1
asked him one diay, He named a figure. I remember that.
at the time, it sounded staggering. My salarn amounted
1o a little above quarter of the figure, and our combined
eamings were still far below.

Why do we need so much? | wondered. We already
had everything. We had never been deprived. I pointed
out 10 him: we had a nice apanment in Alexandria, an-
other in Cairo, a summer house in Agami. we were
members of several clubs. owned a car in reasonable
condition and our daughter was going o the best kin-
derparten in town. Were these not indicadons of our af-
fluence? What else could we possibly need”? My hus-
band disagreed. He thought that what we could aiford
today might be out of reach tomorrow. He dreaded whar
might happen then. Afier lengthy discussions, we would
always end up where we had staned: shon of the
amount he bad named, there wis no security in sight.
Although he was far from averse lo saving, he did not
look upon the practice as the answer to his problems.
We needed 10 accumulate wealth and invest j1 wisely.
Then. and only then. could we hope for returns equal 1o
the golden figure.

Eventually. his constant worrying led us to Jeave
everything behind and seek new shores. lands of op-
porniry. By normal siandurds, we must bave been do-
ing well there too, because once again we lived com-
fortably, and our daughters were able to attend good
schools. Busy rebuilding our lives. my husband did not
worry (oo much about the accumuladon of wealth ar
first. Making ends meet, making our various payments
in dme, were more immediale preoccupations which
kept him from peering into the future. Soon, however.
we returned to the same subject. Inflation, my hus-
band’s old fixation. was apparently caiching up with us.
Something had to be done at once. He was convinced
now that nowhere in the world could anyone anain per-
manent security on a salary. no maner how large. Social
security and pensions were a joke which did not make
hiro laugh. He was not going to wait umil the monster
aic up his modest nest egg. He intended to act now. Al-
though he had always claimed extraordinary business
acumen, but no opportunities o exercise jL. an un-
fortunate foray into the world of the stock exchange
sp:n convinced him that luck. at least, was not on his
side.

With time, the needs of our houschold increased. and
so did his tension. He was not geiting any younger. he

- kept saying, and. if he was o achieve security, it was
now or. never. Finally, a decision was made. He had
been offered a job in Egypl. He would take it and, with
the proceeds from the sale of our various assets, we
would have enough money to look into the future with-
out apprchension. | was overjoyed at the prospect of
secing my family again and, for once, concurred that
things were indeed looking up.

Reality was considerably different. althongh it ook
my husband a couple of years to admit that he was stil
short of the aim he had set for himself. We were mak-
ing more money, of course, but we were spending it
too, and security was further away than it bad ever
been. The golden figure had more than tripled. and we
were almost as far from it as we had been when we had
started off. There were always 1he tales of friends claim-
ing that, in snch or such a faraway country, there were
fortunes 1o be picked up. and every now and then crazy
plans w0 up and go would be hawched, b fortunately
none came to fruiton. I was growing weary of great up-
heavals. I intimased that if only we had stayed in any
one place long enough, we might have been able 1o ai-
tain the income Ievel necessary 1o give him the sense of
security which had been eluding him all his life.

In the end we siayed. not because he was ever con-
vinced by my bit of wisdom. but because age evenmally
slowed him down. He never achieved what he had set
out to do, but it saddens me more than anything to think
that the golden figure he named a1 the beginning of our
married life as his ulimate financial goal is today far
fess than the price of dinper for two in a good res-
taurant.

Fayza Hassan
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By Samia Abdennour

(5)
35, Presently (3)

organ . through which they could formulate
) therr demands and them to the author-
ities through an officjal channel. As soon as
K the Wafd was established, the British amrested
Ty Saad Zaghloul and deported him to the Sey-
s chelles, together with a number of prominent
- members of the new party. whom they had pin-
pointed as the worst troublemakers. The day
after news of the ion reached the pab-
lic, on 9 March 1919, popular demonstrations
stasted in Cadro, spreadimg quickly throughaut
R the country. . )
e Huds Sha'rawi recorded these, .and . the
) events which followed, as well as the pomt
women played in them, with great pride: “We
= women held our firsi demonstration on 16
f March to protest the n:gsmve acts and in-
- - timidation practiced by the British authority...
T In compliance with the orders of the authority.
n;f—:-,-,: wemnouneedoln'plansmdel_no_nsumemad-
- H el MR vance but were refused permission... On the
moming of 16 March, I sent placands to the
an house of the wife of Ahmad Bey Abu Usbaa, .
v bearing slogans in Arabic and French painted
a5k in white on a background of black — the col-
g gE e
Sefra Daywn
-  Cheese
{
tart .
Ingredients:
Tan: ’
i 2 cups all-porpose flour
' I tsp. baking powder
' 1 egg (whole}
1/4 cup cooking oil
1/4 cup batter ghee _
. Dash of salt
N 4 cup lukewarm water (to
'
. illing:
. " I cup whole milk
il | 1 cup yoshurt
o ’ 2 tbsp. all purpose flovr
' 1 tsp. baking powder
: 3 thsp. each of feta cheese. moz-
- | zarella, Rumi (hard Gregk
: cheese), Gouda, Edam (all grated)
s f‘?z'i :
ok Method:

' Combine all 1art ingredients.
! Form the dongh and leave fo
X rest for one hoar. Place n a pie
pan of 28cm in diametre apd pat
by hand to fill. Prick pie with a
fork thoroughly. Put for five
minutes in medinm prebeated
oven, Remove and allow. to
cool. Pour over all filling in-

ients after blending them - ° ] y
" Usuzu Kuri — wafer-thin strips of yel-

well by hand Sprinkle some
graled ‘oozzarella on top and
put in the oven unl filling is
firm ‘and sides are golden fap-
proximately 45 minutes)-
Moushira Abdel-Malek

I : ) ) ]
L] : |' -
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Tt cerntainly looks the part — Sushiyamia,
that is, the Japanese outlet on the ground
floor of the ﬁ:ﬂd Trode Centre complex.
The ceilings are 2 veritable post-modern
maze of matt-cream piping. each leading
to either air-conditioner or extractor fan.
Every surface is of dark, polished granite,
very cold, very hard, very.chic. The
frosty theme extends o the wi:?sows Z:g
lass lling, Japanese matifs etc
B _wg?me seared in a flash by one of
the charming staff, dressed to kill in a
saucy linle Samorai number, and looking,
for all his efforts, not very Japanese at
ail. The menu js.vast and, 10 those un-

.. initiated in the fige art-of Japamese din-

ing, somewhat dauniing. However, with
the assistance of my culinary gurn, I was
able 10 pin togeéther a sumptious selec-
tion of goumnet indnlgences, which hit

fﬁﬁyrﬁdﬂ.%ﬂ opened up pro-

ceedings, the first superbly meaty strips
of fine tnna-steak, muin?led' 1o the gills
with onion and ginger. It was pungent
and savoury audg::&leid itself Magoru
-Tatgki. We called it heaven on a chop-

stick: Its sister dish (if dishes are pen- .

dered) was the equally choice Shiromi

lowtail, served with a porzie sance. The
fish came nestling on a bed -of crushed
ice and lemon, 'the sauce ia little lacquer
bowls on the side. A delicate and subtle

twang. compared 1o the gaudy brashness

of the mmna. Fine friity undertones,
green onion rings and light soy sauce
made the penzy piquant and perfect
Good omens for what was o follow?
Absolutely!

The soup cowrse was next. Nairy so-
liciting the delights of the Suimono, my-
self upping the yang content of my mac-
robiotic diet with a2 heartv miso broth.

- Both came in dear ligle Tidded pots and

were every bif as wonderful as the pre-
vious catch. The final flourish was

vided by a selection of good snshi —
seven Eieces in all, which came billed as
Jozushi and pleased the eye and the pal-

ate. Raw wna, squid, shrimp and white- -

bait sck to sticky mounds of white rice
with a potent horseradish glue — the su-
shi chef here knows his oniops. A wise
selection of venue on Nairy's behalf and
oot such & wound in the wallet as ope
roight have expected. A special, rrear-
yourself sort of dinner for two at one of
Cairo’s flashiest outlets came 10 a rea-
sonable LE20D. with three local Stellas.
Which, for the service, the quality, the
ambicnce, the decor and my goodness,
the feod, was a pretty penny well spent,
For those of you who prefer your fish
tampered with, think again: dining in the
raw cun be fun.

Sushivama, The World Trade -(_'e-mrg,
1191 Nile Corniche, Boulag
Tel: 7644235

1. Behave sulkily (9

5. Dancing parties {5)

10. Harvest (4)

14, Surnrnit (4)

15. German sobmarine, bypb
wds (5)

16. Ovm i4)

17. Pole of can drawn by two
animals side by side (4

18. Electrically mounted
weight of watch for keeping
the mainstream wound (5)

19. European river (4)

20. Dinner course (6)

22, Classifiers (7)

24. Part of QED (4)

26, Traditional Japanese dra-
'T‘;' g:!mss )

17 ; bonsion (

32. Ragamuffin (6)

35. Optical device for chang-
ing convergeace of light,
rays. eic (4}

36. Fossil resio used as jn-

sulator or for making jewelry
T e

L

39, Select (3)

40. Molecule composed of two
identical simpler molecules (53
41. Gnawed (3)

42, Dung-beetle (3)

43, Principle {5)

44 Singular 151

45. Designated in a specific
way (9

+7. Camping equipment, pl.
(8)

59. Boxing champ (3}

51. Litigation ()

5Z2. Hirch together; relate (73
36. Furl again (6)

60. Enthusiastic ()

61. Assistants (5)

64. A crysialline compound (4)
65. Make one's way with dif-
ficulty i4)

66. Molest:” deride 15)

67. Extinet (4

63. Winter vehicle i4)

69. Limited (5)

70. Discover (4)

DOWN
1. Lion’s or horse™s pride (4)
2 nstrative:  begin:

3. Decomposed vegetable mat-
ter used in gardening 14)

4. Quick; particalar; say (7)

5. Govemment department;
desk (61

6. Father of, Arabic (3)

7. Fate 13}

&. Asian country formerly pan

of Indo China (4)

9. l\gunﬂ. powerful or vigorous
(8)

10. Cadence ()

11. Facility (41

12 Declare (4)

13. Personal, abb. (4}

21, Expression of hesitation,
pl. 13

23. Bellow (4)

25, Suite; exercise; educate (5)

27. Tramps 1)

28, Place plant in larger con-

tainer {5)

29 Admission {5}

30. Ant(5)

32. Half-witted [5)

33. Brilliant; well-known (5}

34, Jugs (5

37. Beasts, Fr. (5)

40. Devale (3)

43. Comb. form for “fur™ i)

4. Push ouot; thrust oneself
importenately {7)

46. Alix (64

48, Doclored (6}

49, Connect; attachment (3)

52. Harsh cries of crows (4}

33. Ellipsoidut i4)

54. Brood of phuasants 14)

55. Bound {3}

57. A krone is 4 hundred of
these (4)

38. Cavort (41

59, Title of respect 14)

62. Mr Hammarskjiild ¢3)

63. Weather directions (3)

Iy —

’J-. .

ey



i9-25 Maxh |

16 People

Maya Selim:

Even her screams are like a song: this
water nymph is adept at taming monsters

The sylphide is withour a body. but her emanation is kere be-
side me. driving a fast car through the impenemrable ooze of the
downtown city traffic. We are going towards her home and
roost, the ballet seciion of the Cairo Conservatoire of Music.
Maya Selim is her name.

She says: “Did you ever actually see me dapce™ “No. pever.
I was out of Egypt during the days of your stage carcer.” “So,
we’ve never met.” “No. never. |'ve never seen vou before this
moming’s date.” “Then why are you writing a profile about
me?” “You're a central part of the balleric history of Egypt for
this century, This is enough 10 wamant a glimpse.” ~“Yes. az
glimpse at least. but that is not much. We must do better than a
glimpse.” “We hope we have done.™

She complains about her profile. but she should not have. It
is one of her most suiking gualities. Facially she’s no rock of
ages. no fumps or clefis. no bones thrusting out at vou — noth-
ing aggressive. She’s more Ondine than an aggressive empress
of the swans. More a waier nymph. Elegant. sharp, not brittle
but honed to a fine cutting edge. A rare face. ageless without
apparent effore. Wit shows. but in taik this face never bothers
or belitties. She’s not even discreet. She’s 1oo imperious for
half measures. This face seems to have no pasi. and shes never
nostalgic: an elegy would not soit her. She resembies no one
exacily. excepr perhaps Alexandra Damlova, Choura for short
Diaghilev's Favoorite dancer and goddess of two continents.

Mozari's C major piano concerio is her type. High manners
take vou over life h'Ee a golden girl on a flving wapeze. She
does this, she flies without effort and never seems to run out of
breath. She walks beautifullv. in and out of evervthing, Pithy.
no nonsense but a wide and lively coverage.

Were here. She pulls her car into place in front of the Con-
servatoire, Qur drive has been smooth because. once in motion.
she never really stops for anvthing — which is hair raising:
even face to face with maffic bang-ups. it's all the same: per-
petual motion. A steel will and courage like an army sniper.
Loty drivers seem to love her. She’s cunping and knows her
man. Way up aloft. a big dangerous-lcoking head. afloat in
smiles and waving her through. She’s adept at this. The taming
of the monsters.

This seems 1o work in the ballet class we attend in the huge
rehearsal room of the Conservatoire. The room is cold, pitiless
and formidably ampty, like a2 criminal courtroom before a trial,
a typical ballet class atmosphere. Mirrored walls savagely re-
veal the images reflected. mostly, thankfully. of dancers: thev
are used to mirrors. most of their lives are spent in front of
them. Not for love. for faulis. These class members and most
dancers are never vain. they appraise themselves like camle
thieves. parucularly at this stage of “moming class™. which is
body only: the dance proper comes later. You feel horrendous
if you take a look at vourself. What's amiss with you? The Tot.
General looseness. imminent collapse of back and knees and
toral surrender to Weldischmerz, followed by instant self-
incineration. Then one snaps out of it
10 attend 1o one of Mava Selim’s mom- §
ing classes. Her method is renewal.
self-supporting and renovating.

For the dancers. the Selim class is §
something else. How 10 get through
the meat grinder, emerging at the other
end in one piece. She's total demoli-
ton in the art of rebuilding the human
form 10 survive the rituals of the clas-
sic baller. “This ritual is very ancient™
— she's talking — “maybe it started in
the east. like most of the arts. It is all
gifts. we can only touch beginnings
and endings. The art is up to the danc- ¥
ers, and dancers understand this, their
instinctual response is immediate, like
animals and binds. Ballanchine told his
dancers that dancing is a question of
morality.” Maya says dancers are just
the best of all people. “Each one is a
jewel, and the great ones™ — she stops *
and then goes on — “you must search
your own depth of response to these souls. There’s an exulta-
tion beyond any other human condition except madness or re-
ligious ecstasy. And this poor, beautiful, vulnerable body is its
instrument.”

Her class, “the girls™, get poised for action, nine of them, no
boys. She teaches only girls because the rules are like that. The
boys. in another room, have a Russian male teacher. But boys
barge into her classes: there is a tension when they do. She’s
very direct. There is immediately a physical, sensual element
around. What is she — sister, friend, aunt, mother or just tor-
mentor? She’s a muse and her touch is immaculate. Pro-
benjeskaya had such a touch. If the boys are stbhom with
Maya Selim and inclined to just roll along to the beal. she flies
at them. stopping just short of what parents often do to their
children. The boys understand, a moment of deep considera-

sefves like dark lyre birds and the tenth entity. the huge mirror

lio:_ll. muse retreats ready for another approach. It ends in
smiles.

The nine girls are another matter. She goes at them like a
football coach. They have become valuable future material for
an opera house, the Opera House. Their work and toils have
taken seven vears so far. They are educated as well as they
dance. Their life is action and the clock rules. Mostly, life is
hard for them. The cost of living rises and so does the popula-
tion, so the competition is razor sharp. Managers, whose meth-
ods are often manipulative and disreputable, wait for cabaret
and music hall material. not swan queens. The girls know
evervthing, the Opera House is their target But all this needs
money and there are family troubles. All the girls are very
beautiful. tall. majestic. cool. almost to the point of non-
involvement. they are not warm. and with reason. This is
Egypt. thev must project dignity or look out. The Opera House
rightly maintains a strong line in all this. To cross the border
Into even respectable show-biz will ruin their chances of mak-
ing it in higher places.

There corne now some moments of stress in the class because
a few of the girls are revolting and quietly making jokes be-
neath their stats as members of the Conservatoire. So Maya
Selim is on the rack. She is not pleased. chicks do nor stray.
The class begins again. The girls say “let’s do it™. so the morn-
ing stretch-out at the barre begins, the daily beloved torture of
how o face the infinite with your body. And it hurts like hell.
Pulls and pushes are part of the deermination of tocmeat. Nine
beautiful girls in black siretch lycra leggings arching them-

on the wall, reflects their every move. Then comes the sound
of Maya Selim’s voice. She never sits down, she’s on the move
continually, darting, fRashing and following them around
amidst their sieps like a retributive dervish. Her voice rises as
their errors become obvious. She has a strange voice because,
under prassure, it never coarsens or roughens. Its high, clear,
bell-like sound is painful, she seems agonised, noi annoyed.
She screams. It’s lovely to bear. The late conducter Georg Sol-
ti had a similar voice that made entire orchestras quake. So do
these girls at Selim’s voice. This morning she is ot so fond.
This is serious, she even drowns the piano of the accompanist,
a very lovely talented player, Russian and caring ¢oough o
keep the exact rhythm znd timing of the dancers to the eagle
eye of Selim.

Selim now goes into fast forward overdrive. She has her rea-

sons. Two girls obviously are tired and cannct do the routines.
Selim insults, flies around the room. From a gallery far over-
head. looking down into the rehearsal room, some other danc-
ers very silently pause, listen, shake their heads together and
hurry on.

The mistress of the scene is reaching danger point. She is
down amoagst the girls, stiil anempting their movements. She
blasts at them, sometimes almost squatting — she’s a dancer
after all — then springs up into the air and comes down again
to the exact time of the jumps. She's telling them they are ugly
lumps, they’ve got na insides. *“"Where's your inside? If that's
beantiful so will be your steps. What's inside you? Potato?
You don’t dance. you just flop. Heavy dollops of boiled po-
tato. cold, ugly. dishonest. You don’t even iy to be flowers. I
work barder than you for nothing. Worthless. Where are your
legs? No legs. Potatoes without legs do not belong in any class
of mine.” Her periods of vocal anguish rival Bernhardt, she
plays it beawtifully, she’s got a terribly pained expression as
the Selim voice soars {n ever more corrosive invective. One
girl nervously gets into a difficult movement. She ruas, she
jumps and sails into perfect bead equiltbrium, like a bird, an
eagle in the air. She’s dancing and sowing over the disaster
around her. Then this good pupil relaxes into a mi% haited
dive. landing and radiating centre stage. All is well. Maya Se-
lim has seep whar happened. One pupil bas swayed off beat,
tired and city strained; anciher giving the real thing is too
much for her. She screams stop. The pianist also stops, the
class stops, everything comes 1o an end.

The entire hare space
Will Selim explode? No. she’s really too angry to scream or
even weep. She stands there in the ruins of the class, her face
strained with woe and exhaustion. And then she suddeniy
makes a caricature-like ridiculous movement, runs to them, the
girls, and melts. Everybody cries but the muse is justified. All
of them suddeply look even more beautiful. Their white ex-
bausted faces glistening, all are proud. After all. they are 10-
gether. they are dancers, and the muse herself seems like a
golden cloud. the profile still pointedly elegant She adores all
of them. they belong to each other. She tells them it doesn't
matier whether it’s Broadway or the Holy Kirov, the same
guillotine “will wait for you if your quality slides into laziness
or lack of reverence for the holy dance. I'm a servant like you.
It is the worst possible lack of manners 10 insult me with care-
lessness.™ The group of pupils begins street dancing routines.

is full of tension and a horrible silence.

They dare Maya Selim to show that she bears po il will. She
laughs and begins with them the same routines seen in popular
places. She does themn well; in fact, she does them better. The
youtg ones take their shoulder bags and the day’s oddments
and go their particular ways. Maya Selim makes straight for
her bare office.

“Yon see,” she says. “1 am not the office or board-room type.
1 weuld like authority, the power to use it to help the ballet. but
I'm not settled 10 sit at chairs and tables discussing cosis. Bet-
ter the action and contact with the dancers, even if it's the
sweaty side of the thearre rather than anything cut down to or-
dinary size, like being in a big box.™

Maya Selim said you'd beiter get through it, the CV part of
me. So, she was bom in Cairo, 11 December 1942, She studied
and danced at the Bolshoi in the classic roles of Giselle, Casse-
Noisette, La Foataine de Bakhchisaray, Don Juan, La Belle au
Bois Dormant, and Fransesca Da Rimini. She is really an Alex-
andrian at beart and has spent many years in Parfs. where she
received honours from the Sorboane for her work on the balleL
Her dancing life was short. She seems to have always preferred
history and choreography to the repetitive rhythm of theatre
dance. She is alive to the as yet limited role the dance theatre
plays in contemporary ballet. “They get entangled in subjects
and ideas thar are ill by the dance in any form,™ says
Maya Selim_ She would like to have her own company. bot —
she shrugs — she does no dreaming. For the classics, “life is
harder now thar when we began in Cairc — more competition.
tzchnical and. as a dancer’s Iife is so short. it simply does not
permit a long student time, Pain and
dross are part of the classic dancer’s
Iife, pain is a bad habit of the body.
Every dancer learms how to cope with
it. Russians fly in and out of pain,
even agony. that is one of their se-
crets. The body defines the soul. pri-
b ma the physical, doppo the” — then
she laughs. “Anyway, as Plato said,
tl'nl:f soal can always take care of it-
self.”

Selim’s big office looked entirely
unloved; she’s aever in it. There is 2
knock on the door and a young wom-
an and two children, boy and gid
about ten-years-old, are admiited.
The young woman, obviously the
mother, nice, plain and dumpy, says
to Maya Selim a proper good day
and then apologises for her chil-
N dren’s failure to go 10 e moming
: ballet class. They are all bal-
letomanes and the children both wish to be dancers at the op-
erz in the future,

The mother pushes them gently forward towards Selim to
sbakeherhmdandsayﬂ:epmfperwords.msmydowithdu
greatest aplomb. The boy is of the greatest handsomeness, like
his sister, smartly dressed, bright. Maya Selim looks at them
and falls for them and goes impulsively forward, embracing
them in the proper Egyptian manner, then all three tum, no
i o

a one — her aura, of bright shine intensifiad —
glowed and laughed. “You know,” she §aid, “Marie Curie once
said slf:‘d“';l{» very rgdong;f Casst'-‘EToisene and then she went
home ; scave ium. Like the b it is alf inst
breathing, and that is really love.” ellet, it i all inside,

Profile by David Blake

Pad'(, of Canrdy

by Madame Sosostris

¥ My good friend, Deputy Manager of
AI-A}:mm Reda Hital, just offered me
an exclusive preview copy of his new
book Deconstructing America, which
will be hiting ihe. bookshops before
you can say Jack Robinson. By the
iooks of it, dears, it will leave a mark,
a large dent. even, 1 dare say. Hilal is
deconstructing no less than the great
ideas of democracy, the freedom so  :
dear to the American heart, as well a5
their much-touted way of life. Some-
thing serious to mull over, and 2 =
change from Days of Qur Lives. A

# Apant from the bouts of khamasin
which have covered our furnitre with a
virginal blanket of fine dust in the past
few days, the month of March has also
brought a fine crop of artistic events,
considering the number of exhibitions.
concerts and plays that 1 have been
begged to grace with my presénce.

\fgvgtll dears. llﬂ am ot oﬁe to resisi n;nul:
ifestations of walent and, donning my sur-
_“~3] mask. I courageously sallied forth

and dance in the wind on my way to the
Arts Centre in Zamalek, where an ex-
hibition of the works of the famous I1al-
tan artist Fabrizie Clerici, tiled Ritorno
in Egitta (or Return o Egype, in basic
English), organised by the Ialian Cul-
tural Centre and my dear iriend, director
of the centre Carla Burri, is taking
place. You should really go, dust or no
dust, and see for youselves what it is all
about. I promise that you will come out

of the exhibition with enongh topics of
comversation to last ybu a month at least.

¢ And if you bave not yet been to Sakah
Epaul’s Open Buffer, at the Ans Centre,
now Is your last chance, since you have
exactly four days to sample... well, the
leftovers, since I hear thar, despite the
hefty price there was 2 conspicuous
number of linle red dots decorating Sa-
lah's artistic creations on opening night.

% On a less nutritional note, the exhibi- = week it was (o 2ttend the exhibition of

made me hunger for something Jess
palpable and, when I heard thai pi-
anist V; n Mamikonian was
coming to Cairo for a concert at the
Opera House. I was overjoyed. [
called the Armcnisn General Be-
nevolent Society and was toid that |
would have to wait till 2 Aprl 10 -

g’a%g;dwm _ bear him play my favourites from
Vardag: The De. Ravel, Chopmn, Arno Babadjanian
constructio and Listz, It case you don't know,
uction of  let me tell you thw Verdan won

- first prize at the Yvonne Lefebvre
I Pizno Competition in 1990 and first

prize again at the Monte Carlo Piano

tion of the works of Martin McEnally,
A Chiid Went Forth, at the British Coun-
cil will inform you of the changes which
a few years in Egypt have brought io the
style of this Scomish artist, who has bor-
rowed verses from Walt Whitman to de-
sctibe the way he feals now.

¥ Not a week goes by, it seems, when I
do oot visit Khan Al-Maghrabi. This

Rabab Nimr, mysteriously titled Black
and White. No, dears, I am not referring
to the proverbial terriers, but if you are
dying vo know what 1 am talking about,
why don’t you go see for yourselves?
You have iill 3 April to discover which is
which, and who is what, not to mentjon
other questions worthy of investigation_

4 All these exhibitions of plastic ans

Masters’ Competition. -

% Our own Said Salem Hussein has de-
cided to ;ake the plunge and ask Ragas
w© be his lawfully wedded wife. From
I\;Vhat nyl:learﬂlemnnny

ut Joyful, with sinping and dancing
throughout the night. Said, who is back
al work, seems 10 think that manying
Ragaa was the wisest decision he has
made In a ong time. )

was simple "




